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Jordanian paper faults Human Rights Watch Report
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Text of commentary by Taha Abu-Radin headlined "The truth was the title of the meeting
between Major General Al-Dhahabi and Human Rights Watch; agreement reached to
refer to the Intelligence Department before anything else", carried by Jordanian
newspaper Al-Ra'y website on 24 September

The meeting between Major General Muhammad al-Dhahabi, the director of the General
Intelligence Department, and Christoph Wilcke, the representative of the Human Rights
Watch organization, the day before yesterday was entitled "the truth before anything else".
And it was the truth that was discussed during the meeting that lasted about two hours in
the General Intelligence building. The man had interrupted his visit to the United States
and endured long hours of travel to prove the truth that was avoided by the Human Rights
Watch report and to rebut the information by one side that the report relied on without
taking to account the version of the official side. The table of discussion was covered
with notes and observations on the US organization's report and Al-Dhahabi was brilliant
as he held the details of the meeting in his hands. Christoph was so stunned with the
openness and liberalism that the intelligence man enjoys that he promised to refer to the
Intelligence Department before writing any report on human rights in Jordan.

The first observation was that the General Intelligence Department is committed to the
application of His Majesty the King's vision for reform and modernization. Second, the
Intelligence Department does not break the law but enforces it, and what happened on the
security level with the defendants whose names are cited in the report was done in
accordance with legal measures. Third, the Intelligence Department considers combating
terrorism as part of the joint responsibility among all the components of society. Fourth,
the regional circumstances through which the region is passing and that threaten
Jordanian national security sometimes require the Intelligence Directorate to apprehend
suspects through procedures that are within the bases and parameters of the law. Fifth, the
Jordanian security organs are nationalist organs. The citizen trusts them and believes that
they are the security valve of the homeland. Sixth, the doors of the Intelligence
Department prisons are wide open and the Human Rights Centre made several visits and
met with the detainees. Seventh, the Intelligence Department provides religious freedom
to the prisoners and supplies them with books, magazines, newspapers, and lawyers and
the food they eat is the same as that eaten by the most senior to the most junior rank in
the department. Eighth, the timing of this report raises questions, especially since such
reports are not issued except when His Majesty the King is in the United States! Ninth,
the Intelligence Department does not believe in torture. It deals with detainees in a



manner that ensures good treatment in order to procure useful information to the
investigators. This is especially true since the Director General of Intelligence is a
religious man. A few days ago, he laid the cornerstone for a mosque inside the building
of the Intelligence Department. Tenth, Human Rights Watch relies on the opinions of
quarters that are not qualified and listens to unreliable persons without taking into
account the standard of credibility and objectivity.

These observations are part of several other observations that were made at the discussion
table. But for the sake of honesty, Major General Al-Dhahabi -whom Human Rights
Watch representative Christoph Wilcke described in Al-Arab al-Yawm today as an open-
minded and liberal man -succeeded in revealing the truth by convincing Wilcke of the
work of the Intelligence Department that relies on the spirit of the law. He convinced
Wilcke that the word violence is not in his lexicon or that of his intelligence men and that
the mission of the Intelligence Department is to defend the security of the citizen and the
homeland. Al-Dhahabi -who had studied in Britain -was a surprise for Wilcke due to the
high transparency that he enjoys although the report of Human Rights Watch lacks
accuracy, credibility, and transparency. Its suspicious title would make a reader think that
the entire Jordanian people are detainees and that there is no respect for human rights in
the country. I admired the words of an international expert who said that the reports of
such organizations are usually inaccurate and rely on information from one side only and
do not have material evidence to incriminate a specific person. In summary, the positive
meeting was successful par excellence. Major General Al-Dhahabi and Human Rights
Watch agreed to coordinate from now on, especially since the department has nothing to
hide and that transparency in dealing with any person has been the motto of the
Intelligence Department since Al-Dhahabi became its director general.

But according to observers, the question that poses itself is the following: why is Jordan
subjected every now and then to attempts to distort its general march and its crystal clean
record in the field of freedoms and human rights by several international human rights
organizations, especially since honesty requires these international organizations to get
their information on human rights from truthful, credible, and neutral sources so that their
reports would be reliable and based on correct information that is not tendentious or
suspect and that do not rely only on one side and on their friends?



