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6. Reform of the INCB, to bring its practices into line with similarly constituted bodies within the UN system, is badly needed 
as is clarification of its views on harm reduction and human rights in line with the aims of the United Nations.  In general, the INCB 

needs to operate more transparently, and open up its processes to civil society engagement; enhance its focus on availability and 
quality of treatment for chemical dependence; develop greater expertise on HIV, public health and human rights; and recognise the 
legitimacy of less restrictive interpretations of the drug control treaties of which it is guardian. An independent review of the INCB 
to ensure greater accountability would be advisable.

Conclusion
The wide range of examples included in this report, in which human rights standards and norms are potentially or actually infringed as a 
result of state activities pursued in the name of drug control, demonstrate clearly the need for close attention to this issue within the UN 
system. It is therefore remarkable, particularly in the context of a reform process that seeks system-wide cohesion, that:

•	 Human rights are rarely mentioned, or given serious consideration, in the policies and programmes of the UN drug 
	 control system.

•	 Human rights abuses against people who use drugs or local farming communities are rarely mentioned, or given serious 		

	 consideration, within the standard setting or inspection programmes of the UN human rights apparatus.

•	 Despite clear strategic commitments to ensure the co-ordination of their programmes with other relevant UN agencies, the 		

	 OHCHR and the UNODC have made no serious efforts towards joint strategic planning or programme development.

This state of affairs should not be allowed to continue - the health, welfare and human rights of millions of people depend on the adoption, 
by national governments and international agencies, of drug policies that achieve an appropriate and effective balance between the need to 
tackle drug markets and the obligation to protect the rights of everyone affected by them.  The status quo will only lead to further violations 
of human rights in the name of drug control.
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