350 Fifth Avenue, 34" Floor

New York, NY 10118-3299

Tel: +1-212-290-4700

Fax: +1-212-736-1300; 917-591-3452

HUMAN

RIGHTS
WATCH

August 7, 2015

Kenneth Roth, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

Michele Alexander, DEVELOPMENT AND GLOBAL INITIATIVES
Carroll Bogert, EXTERNAL RELATIONS

lain Levine, PROGRAM

Chuck Lustig, OPERATIONS

Bruno Stagno Ugarte, ADVOCACY

Emma Daly, COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
Peggy Hicks, GLoBAL ADVOCACY DIRECTOR
Dinah PoKempner, GENERAL COUNSEL
James Ross, LEGAL AND PoLicy DIRECTOR

DiIVIiSION AND PROGRAM DIRECTORS

Brad Adams, AsiA

Daniel Bekele, ArRiCA

Alison Parker, UNITED STATES

José Miguel Vivanco, AMERICAS

Sarah Leah Whitson, MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Hugh Williamson, EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

Joseph Amon, HEALTH AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Shantha Rau Barriga, DISABILITY RIGHTS

Peter Bouckaert, EMERGENCIES

Zama Coursen-Neff, CHILDREN’S RIGHTS

Richard Dicker, INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE

Bill Frelick, REFUGEES’ RIGHTS

Arvind Ganesan, BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS

Liesl Gerntholtz, WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Steve Goose, ARMS

Graeme Reid, LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

ApvocCACY DIRECTORS

Philippe Bolopion, CRisis ADVOCACY AND UNITED NATIONS, NY
Maria Laura Canineu, BraziL

Kanae Doi, JAPAN

Jean-Marie Fardeau, FRANCE

John Fisher, UNITED NATIONS, GENEVA
Meenakshi Ganguly, SouTH AsiA
Lotte Leicht, EUROPEAN UNION
Sarah Margon, WASHINGTON DC
David Mepham, UNITED KINGDOM
Wenzel Michalski, GERMANY

Elaine Pearson, AUSTRALIA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Hassan Elmasry, Co-CHAIR
Joel Motley, Co-CHAIR
Wendy Keys, VICE-CHAIR
Susan Manilow, VICE-CHAIR
Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber, VICE-CHAIR
Sid Sheinberg, Vice-CHAR
John J. Studzinski, VICE-CHAIR
Michael G. Fisch, TREASURER
Bruce Rabb, SECRETARY
Karen Ackman

Jorge Castafieda

Tony Elliott

MichaelE. Gellert

Hina Jilani

Betsy Karel

Robert Kissane

David Lakhdhir

Kimberly Marteau Emerson
Oki Matsumoto

Barry Meyer

Joan R. Platt

Amy Rao

Neil Rimer

Victoria Riskin

Graham Robeson

Shelley Rubin

Kevin P. Ryan

Ambassador Robin Sanders
Javier Solana

Siri Stolt-Nielsen

Darian W. Swig

Makoto Takano

John R. Taylor

Amy Towers

Peter Visser

Marie Warburg

Catherine Zennstrém

AMSTERDAM -

BEIRUT - BERLIN - BRUSSELS -

Joint Committee on Justice, Defence and Equality
Leinster House,

Kildare Street,

Dublin 2

Ireland

HRW.org

Re: Submission from Human Rights Watch on Drug Possession
Dear Committee Members,

We write on behalf of Human Rights Watch to submit the attached statement, which
offers a series of observations concerning the Committee’s review of Ireland’s approach
to the possession of limited quantities of certain drugs.

Human Rights Watch is a non-profit nongovernmental organization that works to defend
the rights of people worldwide. We scrupulously investigate abuses, expose the facts
widely, and pressure those with power to respect rights and secure justice. As an
independent international organization we work as part of a vibrant movement to uphold
human dignity and advance the cause of human rights for all.

Our attached submission recommends that Ireland decriminalizes personal use and
possession of drugs, relies instead on non-penal, regulatory and public health
approaches to drug control that do not violate human rights, and moves to implement
reforms based upon evidence of effective ways to reduce the harms to others that can
accompany drug use and drug control. Our recommendations are based on decades of
work documenting the high human rights costs associated with approaches to drug
policy that rely on criminalization. It is long past time for all countries to reassess their
drug policies; should it move forward with decriminalization, Ireland would join a
group of leading countries that are now setting an example for others of how to
implement a more rational, humane, and rights-respecting policy around drugs.

Should the committee be interested in hearing further from Human Rights Watch in
public session at a Committee meeting, we would be delighted to identify the
appropriate person from our staff to represent us.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these observations.

Sincerely,

Bruno Stagno Ugarte
Deputy Executive Director, Advocacy
Human Rights Watch

Aisling Reidy
Senior Legal Advisor
Human Rights Watch
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