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A NOTE ON THE USE OF NAMES

Most of the persons interviewed for this report were Chechen detainees who had
experienced severe beatings, torture, and other abuses in custody. They were
detained and released in the first six months of 2000, but many continued to live in
great fear of rearrest and further abuse in detention. Russian authorities in
Chechnya use a computerized database to identify rebel suspects which could be
used to track down witnesses identified by name. For these reasons, Human Rights
Watch has changed the names of most of the witnesses who provided information
for this report. Changed names are enclosed within quotation marks, clearly
identified as such in footnotes (with the notation “not his/her real name” when first
used) and are used consistently throughout the report.



GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Article 208: The part of the Russian Criminal Code that deals with the
organization of or participation in illegal armed groups.

CPT: The Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of Torture and
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment.

GAZ 53: A prisoner transport vehicle, with two compartments in the trailer that
serve as holding cells. Also may be colloquially called avtozak or voronok.
IVS (Izoliator vremenogo zaderzhania): Temporary holding cell at a police
station. Under the jurisdiction of the Interior Ministry.

Komendatura: Local police command post.

MChS (Ministerstvo chrezvychainykh situatsiy): The Russian Emergencies
Situation Ministry, also sometimes called EMERCOM in English.

MYVD (Ministerstvo vautrennykh del): Interior Ministry.

OMON (Otriad militsii osobogo naznachenia): Special forces (riot police)
under the jurisdiction of the Interior Ministry, not the Defense Ministry. The
Russian government Unified Forces in Chechnya are composed of Defense
Ministry and Interior Ministry forces.

Procuracy (Prokuratura): State agency responsible for both criminal
investigation and prosecution, and human rights protection.

Propiska: Residency permit for one’s official place of residence. The word
“propiska” has been excluded from official use since 1995 when the government
introduced registratsiya (registration). Registration may be permanent or
temporary. In everyday use people still often say “propiska” instead of
“registratsiya” without distinguishing between permanent and temporary.
SOBR (Spetsialnye otriady bystrogo reagirovania): Special rapid reaction
forces.

SIZO (Sledstvennyi izoliator): Pretrial detention center. Under the jurisdiction
of the Ministry of Justice.
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Welcome to hell. Youre lost now. You will die a slow and painful death. We
will teach you to respect Russian officers.
Reported comments of Russian guards to detainee at Chernokozovo.

They used the iron part of their sticks to beat me on the bottoms of my feet. They
put a cloth in my mouth so I couldn 't scream, and they handcuffed me. They
made me lay down on my stomach with my head under the table. They took off
my boots and socks, and beat my soles, especially on the heels. Then they made
me stand against the wall with my hands up, lifted my shirt and beat me on the
kidneys with the sticks.

Former detainee describing torture at Chernokozovo.

I heard the soldiers say while they were kicking me on the floor, Let’s fuck him.’
Then they said ‘we won t dirty ourselves.’... 1 was taken from the cell, and by the
time I got to the questioning room, I was already only half-conscious. Iwas taken
from this room to another where they said they would fuck me. It was February 7,
late at night. I was lying on the floor, two guards held my legs while another
kicked me in the testicles. I lost consciousness and would come around, I lost
consciousness four times. They hit me around the head, there was blood. They
would beat me unconscious and wait until I came round: He s woken up, ’and they
would come in and beat me [again].

Former Chernokozovo inmate.






SUMMARY

(HecHeN DEFAINEES wHo GRRIVED 8F HHE Russian CHERNokozovo “FiLtRatioN” camP iN Janvary
2000 RECETVED N OMINOUS WELCOME. “WELCOME $0 HELL,” $HE PRISON GUARDS wolld SaY, aND HHEN
FORCE HiEm $o walk FHROVGH @ HUMAN CORRIDOR OF BAEON—WIELDING GUARDS., THTS was onLY HHE
BEGINNING OF @ GHAsHY cycle oF @BUSE FoR ™Most DEFAINEES N EBRLY 2000, wHo SWFFERED
systematic BEAHFINGS, RAPE, AND OFHER FORMS OF #0RFWRE. Most WERE RELEASED ONLY GFFER HHEIR
FaMiLTES MAONGGED fo PaY LARGE sws fo Russian ofFicials gent oN ExforFioN.

THose ForeEd fo RUN HHE GOUNHLE} WERE GMONG HHE fHoUsONDS OF CHECHENS DEFAINED BY
RussiaN FORCES ON SUSPICioN oF colLaBoratioN with REBEL FiGHIERS. SiNCE SEP4EMBER 1999, Russia
Has waGED @ MILTHARY caMPATGN fo ReestaBLisH contRoL oveR CHECHNYE HHat Has cost HHousanps of
CIViLTGN LiVES, DISPLACED HUNDREDS OF HHOUSONDS OF PEGPLE, GNP COUSED MASSivE DESIRUCEON fo
civiLian INFRASIRUCHRE,  CiviLians BoRE HHE BRUNE oF RussiaN FORCES' iNDISCRIMINGIE aND
DISPROPORFIONGHE BOMBARPMENTS, OF SUMMARY EYECVEIONS, GNP OFHER VioL@HioNs oF HIE RULES oF
NFERNOL ARMED CONFLiCt, ALHougH HHE MILTRY OFFENSTVE $APERED OFF BY APRIL 2000, 4ENS
OF fHousanps oF DiSPLACED CHECHENS FEAR REFURNING HoME LES HHEY 0R HHETR HUSBANDS, SONS,
FatERS, OR BROMHERS BE BRRESHED OR KILLED BY Russian Forees. THousanps MoRE TN CHECHNYA bo Not
PARE LeAVE HHETR CoMMUNTHTES, EVEN fo SEEk MEDicaL #rReatMent. THERE 7s @ Lot +o Fedr: 8y Hig
END OF May 2000, HHe MiNisRY oF INFERjOR cLaiMED fHat MORE FHAN +EN FHousaND PEGPLE Hab BEEN
ORRESIED TN CHECHNYA STNCE HIE BEGINNING OF 2000, oF wHoM 479 WERE oN HHE “wantep List,” anp
MORE HHON @ HHousaND OF wHom weRE “[CHEcHEN] ReseLs anp HHETR dccomPlices.”’  ARrests
CONFINED HHROVGHOUF CHECHNYE @S HHis REPORE WENT 40 PRESS. Most oF HHe pefained weERRE faken
to vEteNtiON cENtERS SEF VP HHROVGHOUF CHECHNYA OND ELSEWHERE N HHE Nor¥H (Aucdsus, wHERE
HHeY WERE SUBJECHED $0 SEVERE BBUSES.

This report documents arbitrary arrests and the abuses that occur in detention in
Chechnya, focusing on Chernokozovo and six other detention facilities identified in
the region: in Tolstoy-Yurt, Khankala, and Urus-Martan, all in Chechnya; in
Pyatigorsk and Stavropol, in Stavropol province, and in Mozdok, North Ossetia. It
is based on the work of Human Rights Watch researchers who identified and
interviewed dozens of former detainees over a four-month period from February to
May 2000, carefully cross-checking and corroborating individual accounts with the
information gathered from other interviews.

The torture and other abuse documented in this report are serious violations of

14RIA RePoRFS RESWAS OF SUCCESSFUL CRIME FIGHFING TN CHECHNYA N 2000,” RIA News Aceney/BBC
MonitoriNG, May 28, 2000,
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Russia’s obligations under the Geneva Conventions of 1949, and of Protocol II to
the convention which elaborates the rules for internal armed conflict, and under the
instruments of international human rights law to which Russia is also party.

Arbitrary arrest and torture in detention centers are not a new phenomenon in
Chechnya. During the 1994-1996 Chechen war, Russian forces also rounded up
thousands of Chechen civilians and took them for interrogation to detention centers
in Mozdok, Grozny, Pyatigorsk, and Stavropol. Detainees were abused and tortured
in these camps during the first war, and frequently were exchanged for captured
Russian soldiers or cash. Many detainees never came home, “disappearing” forever
following their detention by Russian forces.

Mass Arrests and Arbitrary Detention

As soon as armed conflict resumed in Chechnya in September 1999, Russian
authorities began arresting men and women at checkpoints, during sweeps that
followed military hostilities, and in targeted sweeps of communities. Although
Russia has not declared a state of emergency in Chechnya, due process rights are
routinely ignored in the arrest process. Detained persons are frequently held
incommunicado, and many remain in unacknowledged detention, “disappeared”
months after their arrest. The grounds for detention are often wholly arbitrary: men
and women are detained simply because they are found in locations that are not
their official, permanent address, because their documents are incomplete, because
they share a surname with a Chechen commander, because they are perceived to
have relatives who are fighters, or because they “look” like fighters.

Chechens are so commonly detained at checkpoints within Chechnya and along
Chechnya’s borders with other parts of Russia that many have gone to great lengths
to avoid travel altogether, even when they need to flee active fighting. Checkpoint
officials are often abusive towards fleeing civilians, particularly towards young
males. Men were regularly beaten during the detention process, and frequently
subjected to taunts and threats. On occasion, women have been raped at
checkpoints after being detained: Human Rights documented the rape of two young
women at the main Kavkaz border crossing in late January 2000.

Russian forces commonly rounded up and detained groups of Chechen men in
“mop-ups,” or operations to flush out or detain rebels and their collaborators,
following the takeover of Chechen communities. Russian forces also carry out
arrest sweeps and house-to-house searches after guerrilla ambushes or other attacks.

In some cases, the male population of a village was rounded up, taken to an empty
field, and subjected to beatings while Russian officials looked for suspected rebels.
Those rounded up in mop-up or sweep operations are treated especially harshly:
Russian forces beat them mercilessly, sometimes to death, and have summarily
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executed others. In one case, Akhmed Doshaev was summarily executed by
Russian soldiers after being arrested in Shaami-Yurt on February 5, 2000.
Torture and Other Abuse at Chernokozovo

During January and early February 2000, when the war was in its most intense
phase, the remand prison at Chernokozovo, located some sixty kilometers north-
west of Grozny, was the principal destination for detainees in Chechnya. Detainees
arriving at Chernokozovo were met by two lines of baton-wielding guards forming a
human gauntlet, and received a punishing beating before entering the facility. At
least one detainee, Aindi Kovtorashvilli, died at the facility on January 11, 2000,
when an earlier head wound was aggravated during the intake beating.

Detainees at Chernokozovo were beaten both during interrogation and during
nighttime sessions when guards utterly ran amok. During interrogation, detainees
were forced to crawl on the ground and were beaten so severely that some sustained
broken ribs and injuries to their kidneys, liver, testicles, and feet.” Some were also
tortured with electric shocks.

At night, guards were given free rein for wanton abuse and humiliation. Often
drunk and playing loud music, guards would subject detainees to beatings and
humiliating games. Some ofthe most severe beatings took place at night: detainees
report being beaten unconscious, only to be revived and beaten again. Detainees
were forced to crawl across rooms with guards on their backs, and were beaten if
they performed too slowly. In their cells, detainees were ordered to stand with their
hands raised for entire days, and guards used teargas if their orders were disobeyed.

Convincing evidence exists that men and women were raped and sexually assaulted
with police batons at Chernokozovo.

In mid-February, amid mounting international attention to human rights abuses
in Chechnya and calls for visits by international delegations, Russian authorities
ordered a clean-up of the Chernokozovo facility. A visit in early February 2000 by

ZBEAKING oF HE FEEY, CommonLy REFERRED $o 8S FOLNGE, FOLOKG, OR EOSINGDS, TS 8 WIELY RECOGNIZED
ForRM OF $0RFRE WHICH CON HOVE SEVERE CONSEQUENCES, TNCLUDING MUSCLE NECROSTS, VASCULAR 0BSFRUCHON, OND
cHrRonic pisagiLity ane PaiN. See Action Against Torture Survivors et al., Manual on the Effective
Investigation and Documentation of Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (“The Istanbul Protocol”), August 1999, for a detailed medical
description of the effects of falanga torture.
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Russian military officials found serious evidence of abuse, even though many
abused inmates were removed from the facility prior to the visit and others were
warned not to complain. By the time international monitors and journalists visited
the facility in late February 2000, conditions had improved and most of the
evidence of abuse had been removed. Russian officials, including presidential
spokesman Sergei Y astrzhembsky and special presidential representative for human
rights Vladimir Kalamanov, issued blanket denials about abuses at Chernokozovo.
To date, there has been no formal investigation into the abuse at Chernokozovo.
Abuses and Torture at Other Places of Detention

Improvements in conditions at Chernokozovo by mid-February did not bring
relief for the increasing number of detainees who were taken to other detention
places. Detainees continued to suffer abuses at checkpoints, police stations,
military bases, and prisons within and beyond Chechnya.

At remand prisons in Stavropol and Pyatigorsk, both located in the Stavropol
territory, detainees were also met with a gauntlet of soldiers who beat them with
batons, and suffered continuing severe beatings while at the detention facilities. At
Mozdok military base, detainees were sodomized with batons, forced to walk
between ranks of guards while being beaten and kicked, and beaten in their testicles.
A doctor in Ingushetia reported receiving a patient who had been detained at
Mozdok who had severely swollen genitals and appeared to have been raped, as he
suffered from internal injuries to the colon.

At the large Khankala military base outside Grozny detainees were often kept
in overcrowded prisoner transport vehicles, even during the bitter cold of winter. A
nineteen-year-old woman who was believed to be mentally retarded was raped at
Khankala for three days by numerous soldiers at the end of January 2000. Men
were severely beaten there, including during interrogations, and at least one was
tortured with a soldering iron. In April, two badly disfigured corpses were
recovered from Khankala, and it is likely that the two men were tortured and
executed at the facility.

Abuses also took place at military encampments around Chechnya. Zhebir
Turpalkhanov was detained in April 2000 at an encampment near Tsotsin-Yurt and
severely beaten for five days during his detention; he died just hours after his
release.

Detainees were also kept at a disused oil refinery near Tolstoy-Yurt, where
abuses included threats of summary execution and beatings—some so severe that
they led to broken ribs. At a former boarding school in Urus-Martan, one of three
detention facilities in the town, detainees were forced to walk through a gauntlet of
baton-wielding guards and were subjected to frequent beatings; one inmate was
reportedly raped as recently as April 2000.
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Upon arrest, detainees were often first taken to police stations before being
transported to detention centers. Many detainees from Grozny went first to the
Znamenskoye police station, where they were beaten and kicked upon arrival and in
their cells. When detainees were transported from Znamenskoye, they were
sometimes stacked on top of each other like logs, causing detainees at the bottom of
the pile to lose consciousness. Human Rights Watch has also documented similar
physical abuse and beatings at other police posts.

The Business of Release: Extortion and “Amnesties”

The majority of former detainees interviewed by Human Rights Watch reported
that they were only released after their families had paid substantial bribes to their
Russian captors and predatory intermediaries, ranging from 2,000 rubles to U.S.
$5,000. In fact, bribes were demanded for release so often that in many cases,
detention itself appears to have been motivated by the promise of financial gain,
rather than by the need to identify rebel elements. One man detained by OMON
troops near Komsomolskoye in late January 2000 was never turned over to
investigative authorities; instead, his captors immediately opened negotiations with
the family for his release.

The guilt or innocence of the detainee seem to have little impact on the
extortion process, except on the amount of money involved: innocence alone is not
enough to secure release, and even confirmed Chechen fighters can be bought out
for the appropriate amount. In one documented case, the head of a village
administration secured the release of a captured fighter for U.S. $5,000. In most
cases, relatives are approached by middlemen preying on their desperation to extort
large sums for the release of the detained relative.

Russian officials often refuse to return important identity documents to
detainees upon release, or release detainees with documents identifying them as
“amnestied fighters,” even when involvement in armed activity was never
established. This curtails the freedom of movement of the released detainee, as they
are unable to travel through checkpoints for fear of rearrest, harassment, or other
abuse. Detainees released without documents become virtual prisoners in their
home districts.

Incommunicado Detention and “Disappearances”

RussiaN auHHoRTHTES wiHHHOLD INFORMAHON 880Vt wHom HHEY HAvE TN custony, anp po Not allow
PEFAINEES 0 comMUNTICHIE wWiHH FHETR FAMILIES, EVEN WHEN DEFAINED FOR MoNHHS. As @ ResWY,
RELAHivES FRAVEL {0 pEfENIiON FaciLifies, pESPERBIELY FRYING fo EstaBLisH HHe wHEREDBOVIS OF
HETR LOVED ONES. MANY MATNFAIN @ STEGDY ViGTL ouisiDE HHE DEFENITON CENFERS WHERE HHEY BELTEVE
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HER RELAFiVES BRE KEPY, OND CONSHANELY EXCHANGE TNFORMOFION GMONG HHEMSELVES @Bout ofHER
KNowN DEFENFION FACILTHES aND Lists oF NOMES oF KNowN DEFAINEES, SMUGGLED ouf BY #HoSE wHo

ORE RELEASED.



INTRODUCTION

The current military campaign in Chechnya started in September 1999. It was
sparked that month by a Chechen armed incursion into the neighboring republic of
Dagestan and several bombings in Russia, which the Russian government quickly
blamed on Chechen forces. Russia’s military campaign in Chechnya has been
characterized by widespread human rights abuses and violations of the laws of war,
including mass killings of civilians, indiscriminate bombing and shelling, and
widespread pillage.’

*For more information on abuses in the war in Chechnya, see the Human Rights Watch
website, www.hrw.org. In addition to many press releases documenting abuses, Human
Rights Watch has issued three reports since the resumption of hostilities in Chechnya:
“February 5: A Day of Slaughter in Novye Aldi,” a Human Rights Watch Short Report, vol.
12, no. 9(D), June 2000; “No Happiness Remains: Civilian Killings, Pillage, and Rape in
Alkhan-Yurt,” a Human Rights Watch Short Report, vol. 12, no. 5(D), April 2000; and



“Civilian Killings in the Staropromyslovski District of Grozny,” a Human Rights Watch
Short Report, vol. 12, no. 2(D), February 2000. These reports are available in English and
Russian. Other human rights organizations have also extensively documented abuses in the
conflict in Chechnya; see for example, Amnesty International, Russian Federation:
Chechnya. For the Motherland, December 1999 EUR 46/46/99; the respected Russian
human rights organization Memorial, (on the internet at www.memorial.ru), and Medicins du
Monde.
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After advancing quickly through northern Chechnya, taking many towns
without a fight—including Chechnya’s second-largest city, Gudermes—Russian
forces began focusing their offensive on the Chechen capital, Grozny. In early
January, Chechen fighters in Grozny caught Russian forces by surprise when they
broke out of the capital and temporarily took control of several towns surrounding
it, including Alkhan-Kala, Gudermes, Argun and Shali.* Gen. Viktor Kazantsev,
who at the time was Russia’s commander of the United Group of Forces in
Chechnya, quickly blamed the setbacks on the “tenderheartedness” of Russian
troops and their “groundless trust” in Chechen civilians.’” General Kazantsev
ordered Chechnya’s internal borders closed to all men between the ages of ten and
sixty, and stated that all men between those ages would be taken to a “filtration
camp,” Chernokozovo, to be investigated for rebel affiliation.®  Almost
immediately, Russian forces in Chechnya began detaining men in this age range and
sending them to a prison facility in Chernokozovo, in northern Chechnya.

In February 2000, Chechen rebel fighters abandoned Grozny and set out for the
mountains of southern Chechnya to continue their fighting. Russian forces
responded with further widespread arrests of Chechen males, most of them civilians
without rebel affiliation. In several cases, more than one hundred male civilians
were arrested in a single incident. About the same time, the first detainees from the
Chernokozovo detention facilities began to be released, and spoke out about
appalling abuses there. The international community reacted with outrage to the
allegations and pressured Russia to end the abuses at Chernokozovo and to open the
facility to outside scrutiny.

In response to intense criticism, the Russian government made some
improvements to the Chernokozovo facility, and then allowed limited access to it

“See Michael Gordon, “Troops Try to Regain Footing in Chechnya After Rebel
Strikes,” New York Times, January 11, 2000.

SDaniel Williams, “Russians to Detain Males in Chechnya: General Criticizes Troops
for Trusting Civilians,” Washington Post, January 12, 2000.

®Daniel Williams, General Kazantsev also stated that “only children up to the age of
ten, men over sixty, and women, will henceforth be regarded as refugees.” Human Rights
Watch press release, “Russia Closes Borders to Chechen Males: Blanket Ban Traps Men in
War Zone,” January 12, 2000. In the 1994-1995 conflict in Chechnya “filtration camps”
were detention centers run by Russian forces ostensibly to weed out Chechen rebels and to
gain information about rebel activities. See Human Rights Watch/Helsinki,
“Russia/Chechnya: A Legacy of Abuse,” 4 Human Rights Watch Report, vol. 9, no. 2(D),
January, 1997. Russian forces were notorious for subjecting “filtration camp” inmates to
repeated beatings and other torture. See Memorial Human Rights Center, Conditions in
Detention in Chechen Republic Conflict Zone, Treatment of Detainees (Moscow, 1995).
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for international agencies. Prior to visits by foreign journalists and Council of
Europe delegations, detainees were transferred temporarily to conceal the
overcrowded conditions as well as the abuse they had suffered. The guards warned
inmates not to speak candidly with visitors, and punished those who did. A
spring arrived, Chechen fighters attempted to disrupt Russian forces efforts to
consolidate control over the lowlands by launching periodic ambushes and other
attacks on Russian targets. Russian forces—in most cases riot police—frequently
responded with round-ups of Chechens, ostensibly those suspected of affiliation
with the fighters. As arrests continued, the Russian authorities decentralized their
operation, holding suspects at facilities closer to the place of arrest, only later to
transfer some to the spruced-up Chernokozovo and different, lesser-known
detention facilities.

This report deals exclusively with abuses committed by Russian forces against
those deprived of their liberty. Russian authorities frequently deflect criticism of
the human rights violations committed in Chechnya by referring to the appalling
abuses committed by the Chechen side, which in this and previous conflicts have
included summary execution, including by beheading, kidnaping, rape, torture and
ill-treatment, and general violation of civilian immunities. Other Human Rights
Watch reports and press releases have documented abuses by Chechen forces in the
current conflict. However, violations committed by one side can never be used to
justify violations committed by the other.



LEGAL STANDARDS

International Standards

Torture, physical abuse, arbitrary arrest, “disappearances,” summary
executions, rape, and the failure to accord procedural rights to persons in detention
and at trial violate international human rights norms binding upon Russia, in
particular those codified in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(ICCPR) and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Convention Against Torture). Russiais also a
party to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), and subject to the
jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights, the body which enforces the
ECHR.

The provisions of international humanitarian law, also known as the laws of
war, which came into play with the renewed outbreak of armed conflict in
Chechnya, bar much of the same conduct, an essential difference being the
combatant’s “privilege” to take part in hostilities, including acting to kill or harm
opposing combatants. Russia is party to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and
their two Protocols.® The fighting in Chechnya unquestionably has been intense

7 Derogation from certain human rights norms, such as procedural rights, are permitted
in officially declared public emergencies threatening the life of the nation. However, Russia
has not declared a state of emergency in Chechnya under either the procedures of the ICCPR
or the ECHR.

8 The protections that humanitarian law affords non-combatants, by design applicable
in time of war, are not subject to derogation.

11



enough to qualify as “armed conflict,” making applicable the laws of war. The
armed conflict is of a “non-international” character and thus governed by Article 3
common to the four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Protocol II.”

The most grievous affront to basic international human rights and humanitarian
norms documented in this report is the violation of the right to life. Article 6(1) of
the ICCPR provides “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life,” and article 2
ofthe ECHR similarly bars intentional killing except in very narrow circumstances.

With respect to non-combatants, Common Article 3 prohibits “at any time and in

? Article 1 of Protocol IT states it applies, inter alia, to those armed conflicts between a
party to the treaty and “dissident armed forces or other organized armed groups which, under
responsible command, exercise such control over a part of its territory as to enable them to
carry out sustained and concerted military operations and to implement this Protocol.”
Chechen separatist forces fit this description. Indeed, in May 2000, Chechen President
Aslan Maskhadov wrote to the Swiss Federal Council, indicating that the separatist Chechen
republic wanted to accede to the four Geneva Conventions and their two additional
protocols. “Chechen Rebels bid for Geneva Conventions status,” Associated Press, May 6,
2000. As Chechnya is not recognized as an independent state, it is not able to become a
party to these treaties, although rebel forces, as inhabitants of states parties, are deemed to be
bound by these humanitarian norms as well.

12
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any place whatsoever ... violence to life and person, in particular murder of all
kinds,” and “the passing of sentences and carrying out of executions without
previous judgement pronounced by a regularly constituted court.” Protocol 11
articulates the same prohibitions in similar language at articles 2 and 6. These
standards would all apply without possibility of derogation to forbid the
extrajudicial execution of detainees.

Few elements of international human rights law are as unequivocal as the ban
on torture. The prohibition is embodied in the United Nations Universal
Declaration on Human Rights, which states in Article 5: “No one shall be subjected
to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.” That right is
reaffirmed verbatim in article 7 of the ICCPR and article 3 of the ECHR. The
Convention against Torture, article 1(1), defines torture as:

any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is
intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him
or a third person information or a confession, punishing him for an act he
or a third person has committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third
person, or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such
pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent
or acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an official
capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent
in or incidental to lawful sanctions.

Article 15 of the Convention against Torture requires states parties to ensure that
statements obtained through torture not be used as evidence in any proceedings,
except against a person accused of torture as evidence that the statement was made.
Common Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions and Protocol II likewise prohibit
violence to the physical and mental well-being of the person, including mutilation,
cruel treatment and torture as well as “outrages upon personal dignity, in particular
humiliating and degrading treatment.”'”

1 Common Article 3(1) to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and Protocol II, art. 4(2).
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Rape and other forms of sexual violence fall within the prohibition of “cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment” prohibited under the human rights treaties, and
indeed, may often rise to the level of torture.'’ These acts are also explicitly and
implicitly condemned by international humanitarian law. '

Even where the act of sexual violence was not technically rape, or did not cause
severe physical pain or suffering, it still may rise to the level of torture or other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment on account of the psychological suffering
inflicted. In interviews, some women detainees spoke of being forced to strip naked
during interrogations. The Akayesu Judgment of the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) established a broad definition of sexual violence:
“Sexual violence is not limited to physical invasion of the human body and may
include acts which do not involve penetration or even physical contact,” including
forced nudity."

Arbitrary arrest or detention is prohibited by Article 9 of the ICCPR. To
comply with Article 9, the state must specify in its legislation the grounds on which
individuals may be deprived of their liberty and the procedures to be used in
enforcing arrests and detentions. Only acts conducted in accordance with such rules
are considered lawful, thus restricting the discretion of individual arresting officers.

' See “Report of the U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture,” Mr. Nigel S. Rodley,
submitted pursuant to the Commission on Human Rights Resolution
1992/32.E/CN.4/1995/34, Paragraph 19, January 12, 1995. See also Aydin v. Turkey, V1
Eur. Ct. HR. (1977).

2 1n internal armed conflicts, such as the Chechen conflict, common Article 3 of the
Geneva Conventions prohibits “outrages upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and
degrading treatment,” while Protocol II is even more explicit, expressly prohibiting “outrages
upon personal dignity, in particular humiliating and degrading treatment, rape, enforced
prostitution and any form of indecent assault.”

B dkayesu Judgment, ICTR-96-4-T, Trial Chamber 1, 2 September 1998, paragraph
688.
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Moreover, the prohibition on arbitrariness means that the deprivation of liberty,
even if provided for by law, must still be proportional to the reasons for arrest, as
well as predictable. Article 9 also specifically requires that detainees be
immediately informed of the reasons for their arrest and promptly be told of any
charges against them, and that they be brought promptly before a judge empowered
to rule upon the lawfulness of the detention. Article 5 of the ECHR contains similar
guarantees.

The manner in which Russian authorities have rounded up and detained
civilians in Chechnya must be considered arbitrary. Grounds cited for detention
often were alleged irregularities with identification documents. Under Russian law,
police officers are allowed to detain an individual for up to three hours to establish
his or her identity, but only if the officer has sufficient grounds to suspect that the
individual has committed an administrative or criminal offense.'* But as
documented in this report, civilians were detained for weeks or even months for
alleged passport irregularities, and detaining authorities rarely stated other grounds
to justify the arrest. When civilians were detained for being in locations that were
not their legal permanent address, this not only constituted arbitrary arrest, but also
violated their rights to freedom of movement. Often, however, no grounds at all for
arrests were given.

Domestic Standards

Russia has not declared a state of emergency in Chechnya, and thus Russia’s
domestic legal obligations, including the constitutional rights of citizens, remain in
full force in the war-torn republic. Russia remains obligated to fully adhere to these
rights without derogation.

Torture and physical abuse are punishable crimes under the Russian legal code,
although the legal definition of torture in Russian law does not cover the full scope
of the definition contained in the Convention against Torture. Article 21(2) of the
Russian constitution states in relevant part that “[no] one may be subjected to
torture, violence or other treatment or punishment that is cruel or degrading to the
human dignity.”"> Article 111 of Russia’s criminal code sets penalties of two to
fifteen years of imprisonment for the infliction of serious bodily injury, but does not
specifically address persons acting in an official capacity.'® Article 117 of the
criminal code, which also does not address persons acting in an official capacity,
addresses ill-treatment:

' Law of the Russian Federation on the Police, article 11(2).
Constitution of the Russian Federation (1993), Article 21(2).
'Criminal Code of the Russian Federation (entered into force 1997), Article 111.
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Infliction of physical or psychological suffering by administering
systematic beatings or other violent means, if this did not have the
consequences indicated in article 111 [severe damage to health] and 112
[damage to health of average seriousness] of this law is punishable by
deprivation of freedom for up to three years.

The Russian criminal procedure code bans the coercion of “a defendant or other
participant in a case to give testimony by means of violence, threats or other
unlawful means,”"” and since March 1999 the law on police also forbids the use of
torture and ill-treatment.'"® Torture committed by an official is considered an
aggravated circumstance of the crime of coercion to give testimony, defined in
article 302 of the criminal code:

1. Coercion of a suspect, defendant, victim [of crime] or witness into
giving testimony or coercion of an expert into giving a conclusion by
means of threats, blackmail or other unlawful means by an investigator or
person carrying out the inquiry is punishable by deprivation of freedom for
a period of up to three years.

2. The same action, together with the application of violence, degrading
treatment or torture is punishable by deprivation of freedom for a period of
two to eight years.

Summary or arbitrary executions are acts of murder, and are punishable as such
under the Russian criminal code. Similarly, rape is a punishable offense under the
Russian criminal code.

The Duty to Investigate
Under international law, Russia has a duty to investigate allegations of torture,
rape, summary execution and other serious violations of human rights and

Criminal Procedure Code of the RSFSR (1962, as amended), Article 20(3).

8 Article 5 of the Law of RSFSR on Police, as amended on March 31, 1999, published
in Rossiiskaia gazeta, April 8, 1999, p. 5. It states: “Police may not use torture, violence or
other forms of cruel or degrading treatment.”
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international humanitarian law standards. The perpetrators of such abuses should
be punished, and victims should be provided with compensation.

Article 12 of the Convention against Torture obliges states parties to initiate a
prompt and impartial investigation of torture complaints whenever circumstances
give “reasonable ground to believe that an act of torture has been committed.”
Article 13 of the ECHR requires states to establish “an effective remedy before a
national authority” for anyone whose rights and freedoms
as set out in the convention have been violated. In addition, the European Court of
Human Rights has ruled that article 1 of the ECHR, in conjunction with article 3,
requires an effective investigation of torture complaints whenever the applicant has
an “arguable claim.”" For example, in the case of Assenov and others v. Bulgaria it
stated:

The Court considers that, in these circumstances, where an individual
raises an arguable claim that he has been seriously ill-treated by the police
or other agents of the State unlawfully and in breach of Article 3, that
provision, read in conjunction with the State’s general duty under Article 1
ofthe Convention to “secure to everyone within their jurisdiction the rights
and freedoms in [the] Convention,” requires by implication that there
should be an effective official investigation [of alleged violations of the
rights set forth in the Convention.] This obligation...should be capable of
leading to the identification and punishment of those responsible.”

The court elaborated upon the need for a sufficiently thorough and effective
investigation in various decisions, as in the case of Assenov and Others v. Bulgaria,
in which the court held that Bulgaria had denied the applicant an effective remedy.
In this case, prosecutors had failed to immediately question a series of witnesses to
apolice beating of a Roma adolescent in public. In addition, prosecutors at various
levels had concluded, without a proper investigation, that “even if the blows were
administered on the body of the juvenile, they occurred as a result of disobedience
of police orders” and that the boy’s father had caused the injuries.’

In another decision, Aksoy v. Turkey, the European Court of Human Rights

" Article 1 states: “The High Contracting Parties shall secure to everyone within their
jurisdiction the rights and freedoms defined in Section I of this Convention.” Article 3
states: “No one shall be subjected to torture or to inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.”

2 gssenov and Other v. Bulgaria judgment, October 28, 1998, para. 102.

2! Ibid., para. 106.
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ruled that if an applicant was in good health when detained and injured at the time
of release, the burden of proof lies with the government:

[Wlhere an individual is taken into police custody in good health but is
found to be injured at the time of release, it is incumbent on the State to
provide a plausible explanation as to the causing of injury, failing which a
clear issue rises under Article 3.%

2 Aksoy v. Turkey judgment, December 12, 1996, para 61.
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Article 13 of the Convention against Torture also obliges states to ensure
individuals the right to complain and to be protected against repercussions for filing
a complaint.”

The U.N. Principles on the Effective Prevention and Investigation of
Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions encourage states to investigate all
suspected cases of extra-legal, arbitrary, and summary executions. These

3 Article 13 states:

Each State Party shall ensure that any individual who alleges he has been subjected to
torture in any territory under its jurisdiction has the right to complain to, and to have
his case promptly and impartially examined by, its competent authorities. Steps shall
be taken to ensure that the complainant and witnesses are protected against all
ill-treatment or intimidation as a consequence of his complaint or any evidence given.
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authoritative standards explicitly include deaths in custody if there are “complaints
by relatives or other reliable reports” which suggest that an unnatural death
occurred. The investigation, which must be thorough, prompt, and impartial,
should” determine the cause, manner and time of death, the person responsible, and
any pattern or practice which may have brought about that death” and should result
in a publicly available written report.**

 Provision 9 of the Principles states:

There shall be thorough, prompt and impartial investigation of all suspected cases of
extra-legal, arbitrary and summary executions, including cases where complaints by
relatives or other reliable reports suggest unnatural death in the above circumstances.
Governments shall maintain investigative offices and procedures to undertake such
inquiries. The purpose of the investigation shall be to determine the cause, manner and
time of death, the person responsible, and any pattern or practice which may have
brought about that death. It shall include an adequate autopsy, collection and analysis
of all physical and documentary evidence and statements from witnesses. The
investigation shall distinguish between natural death, accidental death, suicide and
homicide.
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Provision 17 of the Principles states:

A written report shall be made within a reasonable period of time on the methods and
findings of such investigations. The report shall be made public immediately and shall
include the scope of the inquiry, procedures and methods used to evaluate evidence as
well as conclusions and recommendations based on findings of fact and on applicable
law. The report shall also describe in detail specific events that were found to have
occurred and the evidence upon which such findings were based, and list the names of
witnesses who testified, with the exception of those whose identities have been
withheld for their own protection. The Government shall, within a reasonable period
of time, either reply to the report of the investigation, or indicate the steps to be taken
in response to it.
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In Russia, the procuracy is the primary body responsible for ensuring
observance of human rights, including the procedural and other rights of criminal
suspects, defendants, and other detainees. However, the procuracy also plays the
principal role in prosecuting crimes, as it is in charge of investigating certain
categories of criminal cases and prosecutes defendants in court.



THE PROCESS OF DETENTION

I'm not an object that can just be locked up, and then be content when they say
sorry.
“Aslanbek Digaev”

Russian autHorRTHES BEGAN BRRESHING MEN OND WOMEN TN CONNECETON with $HE RENEWED GRMED
CoNFLict N SEPIEMBER 1999, ARRESHS USVALLY FoLLowed HHREE PAHERNS: FHROVGH TRENFHY clecks
8t cHECkPOiNtS, WitHIN CHECHNYA OR ON CHECHNY®'S BORDERS witH ofHER REPWUBLiCS; @S PaRY OF
“MoP—UP” OPERBITONS, TMMEDTAMELY GFFER RUsSiaN FORCES wolld GaiN MILHARY contRoL oF @
COMMUNTEY; AND SN OFHER FORGEFED SWEEPS OF COMMUNTHIES OR HOVSEHOLDS.  WHILE MANY oF HHosE
DEFATNED WERE RELEASED wWHHIN HOVRS, OFHERS HAVE BEEN HELD FOR MONFHS—SOME+HIMES N
UNACKNOWLEDGED TNCOMMUNTCAPO DEFENETON, BND OFFEN without cHaRGE. RussiaN Forces RARELY citep
BNY LEGAL GROWNDS FOR g vEtENtToN.”

THe PacE oF aRREStS GREAILY GCCELERMED IN JANVARY 2000, WHEN GENERAL Victor Kazantsev,
He commanver ofF He UNitep (RovP oF Foreces N Clecinyd, orvered He closing CHEcHNYd's
INFERNGL BORDERS +0 OLL MEN GNP BoYS BEMWEEN HHE OGES OF +EN GNP SiYHY. SEVERAL pays LateER,
Russian aufHorities LiFtED $HE CRoSS—BORDER FRAVEL BAN, BUF CONFINVED 0 LiMit HHE MovEMENE OF
MEN AND BoYS wWitHIN CHECHNYA, TMPOSING @ FougH “ToeENtiY VERIFiCafioN REGIME,” wWHEREBY
FRREGULARTHES TN ONE'S TDENFTHY DocUMENIS—INIERNGL PassPorEs, DRivERS' LiCENsES anp HHE
Like—coWd BE GROUNDS FOR SUsPected aFFILiatioN with CHECHEN FigHiers. (EneraL Kazantsev
staten:

[Tie measure] fs aiMed @+ CURBING HIE FREE MOVING OF HIE MILiHaNtS UNDER HIE GUISE oF
PEACEFUL CIVILIANS... [IDENFTHY cligcks N LigeRated 8Reds] PLUS HHE FOUGHENING OF
SEARCH PROCEDURES 84 CHECKPOINES wilL PUb N VERY $0UGH CiRCWMSTHANCES HHOSE wHo
ORE TNCLINED do €Ll +o aRms anp kiLL ey NigHt.™

BFor a full explanation of the failure to provide due process, see the chapter “Other
Violations of the Rights of Individuals Deprived of their Liberty” below.

¥nRussian general says movement restriction on Chechen males ‘forced’ measure,”
Interfax News Agency/BBC Worldwide Monitoring, January 14, 2000.
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A BRoB> aND BRBTIRARY TNFERPREFBEION oF “TRREGULARIHY WS oFFEN HHE BAsiS FoR DEFENTION
FOR SUSPECIED REBEL OFFILIAHON. MANY MEN GNP WOMEN HOVE BEEN DEFAINED STMPLY BECAUSE Hjey
WERE STAYING TN Locations HHat were Not HIETR oFFicial, REGTSHERED GPPRESS; OR BECAUSE Police
QUESHONED HHE AVHIENFTCIHY oF HHEIR TENFTHY pocuwvents @s @ Prefext For pefention.”  One
INFERVIEWEE foLb HumaN RicHts Watel HE was DEFAINED BECAUSE His PRIVERS’ LICENSE waS fSSUED
PWRING FHE INFER—WER PERjOD. OFHERS WERE DEFAINED BECAUSE HHEY SHARE HHE SAME SWRNGME @S @
KNOwWN CHECHEN COMMBNDER, OR BECAUSE HIEY GRE PERCETVED 0 HAVE RELAFIVES wHo GRE FiGHIERS.
DURING HHE GRREST, OFFICERS OR SOLDTERS COMMONLY iNSPECH HHE BODIES OF MEN OND WOMEN FOR
PHysTcaL invications HHat Hey Have Been +akinG PaRY IN FiGHFING, sucl 8s BRUISES oR ofHER MORKS
on HE sHowoers (causep BY HiE BACKLASH OF @ RIFLE FOLLOWING GUNFIRE), 0R CALLUSES N HIE
ELBOWS, KNEES R HANDS. OFFEN, 0Lb NON—FIGHING RELAED INJURTES FORMED HHE BASiS FOR GRREST.

ARRests @t CHeckPoints anp BorbeR C(RossiNGs

RussiaN FoRCES HAvE ESHABLISHED @ PENSE NERWORK OF CHECKPOINES BLONG MAJOR ROVFES witHiN
CHeCHNY, PORFTCULARLY HHose Hhat LEA> +o CHECHNYA'S BORDERS witH NETGHBORING REPUBLiCS. [F §s
Not UNCOMMON For civiLians fo HAvE fo cLEBR fEN oR FIFIEEN cHECkPOiNES fo #RAVEL @S MaNY
kiLometErs, (HECKPOINES RANGE FROM HEGVILY RETNFORCED STRUCHRES, +0 @b—HoC GNP MOBILE ONES
MONNED BY JUst @ FEw SOLDiERS: 8 SOME CHECKPOiNYS, POLICE GNP SOLDIERS VSE SHAcks, metal
CONFAINERS, 0R Pits DUG iN HHE GROUND 8S TMPROVISED DEFENFTON FaciLities. CiviLians, PaRETCULARLY
FIGHEING—AGE MALES, oFFEN FACcE HARASSMENE aNp ABUSE at cHeckPoiNts, anp EYFoRFION s ENDEMIC,

“lssd AkHMavov,” @ FWENFY—ONE—YEAR—0LD (GROINY RESTDEN}, was DEFAINED oN JANVARY 19 NEGR
INOMENSKOYE, N NORHIERN CHECHNYE, BFFER PASSING FHROVGH 8Bovt HentyY cHeckPoints along Hie
way FRoM Novy GROZINY, BBout SEVENIY—FIVE KiLomedERs $o HIE soutigdst. His arRRest EYPERTENCE ot
He KaLaus cHeckPoint was HYPicaL: cHeckPoiNt PoLiCE S@id HHEY FOUND @ PROBLEM witl His

Z'The word “propiska” has been excluded from official use since 1995 when the
government introduced registratsiya (registration). Registration may be permanent or
temporary. In everyday use people still often say “propiska” instead of “registratsiya” but do
not distinguish between permanent and temporary. A Russian citizen’s registered address is
marked as a stamp in his or her internal passport.
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PASSPORY, wWouLd Not DiSCLoSE wHAt HHE PROBLEM was, REFUSED +0 FELL HiS MOFHER WHERE HHEY WERE
FakiNG HiM, 8NP FORBADE HiM FRoM SPEBKING witH HER.

My MofHER anp sistER fRiED +o stoP HHem, BUE HHE SOLPiERS cockep HETR GUNS, GiMED
fem 8+ oW MotHERS aND saD> HHEY HAv HE RiGHE fo SHoot TF HHE wWOMEN CRoSSED HIE
BARRIER, ON FHE R@DTo, FHEY CALLED FoR @ vEHTCLE VSED f0 FRANSPORY CRiMiNGLs. BY HHE
tiMe HHE vEMiCLE BRRIVED, HHEY HAP cHECKED EVERYIHING N OWR Pockgls, aLL oF oW
PAPERS. WHEN | REALIZED HHEY wanted +o DEfaiN ME anb fake mE awdy, | askev Hie
SOLPIER §F | could SPEAK +0 MY MOHHER... B fHE SOLDIERS REFUSED, SBYING FHEY woup
INFORM FHE FOMILTES FHEMSELVES @S FHERE waS @ PONTC. THE WOMEN WERE SCREGMING,
1RYING 40 Do SOMEHIING. Two SOLDIERS wENt fo HE BARRIER witl HIEIR QWs, o
PREVENE HE WOMEN FROM €RossingG 4.2

At some checkpoints, the authorities cross-check passport or other information
with a computerized database. However, when computers or radio links are not
available, detainees sometimes remain in custody until they can be checked through
the database. “Adem Hasuev,” for example, was on a bus to Ingushetia when he was
detained on January 17 near Znamenskoye. Checkpoint police said they suspected
that “Hasuev’s” passport was fake, and due to the lack of computers, he was held
until February 1.

They said that until they identified me, they would take me to
Goragorskiy. Then they said they have no computer there, so they took
me to Znamenskoye [about twenty-five kilometers away] the next day.
They said it would take ten days because [there were so few checkpoint
police] and there were many detainees.”

“Idris Batukaev” was arrested on December 16 at a checkpoint outside Grozny
because the OMON checkpoint police said they found his date of birth and
patronymic (his father’s name) suspicious. He was attempting to flee the fighting
and travel to Ingushetia with his family.”” “Batukaev” was held for three days in a
metal storage container at the checkpoint, during which time he was repeatedly
beaten: “They beat me, shoving my shoulder into the wall so that I would have

Zhumon Ricits WateH inFErViEw witd “Issd Akuvavov” (ot His REGL NOME), 8GED HwENHI—ONE,
INqusetia, Fegruary 15, 2000,

Blfovan Ricts WateH NFERviEw Wit “Avem Hasuev” (Not His REAL NGME), AGED Hwenty, INGUSHESTa,
APRiL 6, 2000.

*Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-seven, Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.
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bruises there, so they could say it was from guns. They also beat me in the legs.””

Human Rights Watch was able to document several cases of rape at
checkpoints. “Alisa Ebieva” and her sister-in-law, “Maya Selimurzaeva,” were both
detained, beaten, and raped at the Kavkaz border checkpoint in late January.*
“Ebieva” told Human Rights Watch:

3
Ibid.
*The Kavkaz checkpoint is located inside Chechnya, several kilometers to the east of
Sleptsovsk, Ingushetia.
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When my sister-in-law and I were coming back to Ingushetia, we were
stopped at Kavkaz checkpoint. Instead of our passports, we had a form 9
[replacement travel document]. The photograph on the form 9 was five
years old and I looked different, so the soldiers used this as an excuse.
Also, my sister-in-law’s name was similar to the name of a Chechen
commander.”

“Ebieva” and “Selimurzaeva” were taken to separate metal storage containers
near the checkpoint. Four Russian soldiers in “Ebieva’s” container accused her of
being a sniper. She told Human Rights Watch that they gave her a gun and told her
to dismantle it, assemble it, and shoot, even though she reportedly never held a gun
and did not know how to handle one. When she refused to handle the gun:

One soldier who was standing with his back to me punched me . . . and I
fell to the floor. Two other soldiers started kicking me. I had my
children’s documents with me, and the soldiers told me I had given birth to
many children. The soldiers told me, “You will never have children
again,” and beat me in the genital area.”

Some time later, “Maya Selimurzaeva” was brought into the metal storage
container where “Ebieva” was being held. “One of these soldiers said that my sister-
in-law had paid enough . . . . She had blood everywhere, her mouth was cut.””
“Selimurzaeva” told “Ebieva” that she was raped. “Ebieva” told Human Rights
Watch that she too was raped, and that she spent three months in bed recovering.

Arrests in the context of “mop-up” operations

¥Human Rights Watch interview with “Alisa Ebieva” (not her real name), age
withheld, Ingushetia, March 28, 2000.
34r .
Ibid.
FIbid.
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The standard Russian strategy to gain control of Chechen communities
involved heavy bombardment, the entry of ground forces, and then a “mop-up”
operation to ensure that rebel fighters had been flushed out and to arrest those who
remained, as well as their collaborators. During and after the “mop-up,” soldiers
commonly went on house-to-house passport and weapons checks.”® They also
arbitrarily rounded up men, and on some occasions women, found in the area.
Particularly vulnerable to arrest in such operations were men who were not in the
village of their official, permanent residence.

For example, Russian forces detained “Khamid Taramov” during their February
3-5, 2000, sweep of Shaami Yurt because his propiska was for Grozny. “Taramov,”
together with eight other men, was stripped and beaten on February 4. He related
his experience to Human Rights Watch:

I was at [my parents’] home . . . it is at the edge of the village, there was a
lot of work to do after the bombing, and [ was in the yard. They came and
asked me for my papers, they asked me why I was registered in Grozny
and suggested I had come to Shaami Yurt to fight. There were about
fifteen of them, they were MVD or FSK. They came in APCs.... People
already taken were on buses.... On my bus we were six to eight of us
altogether, two were local teachers who had retired. We were taken to the
edge of the village.”

3¥Some mop-up operations—for example in Alkhan-Yurt and Aldi—turned into wanton
rampages of summary executions and looting, with Russian forces responsible for large-scale
killings and other serious abuses. Human Rights Watch, “February 5: A Day of Slaughter in
Novye Aldi,” a Human Rights Watch Short Report, vol. 12, no. 9(D), June 2000; Human
Rights Watch, “No Happiness Remains: Civilian Killings, Pillage, and Rape in Alkhan-
Yurt,” a Human Rights Watch Short Report, vol. 12, no. 5(D), April 2000.

*"Human Rights Watch interview with “Khamid Taramov” (not his real name), aged
forty-nine, Ingushetia, May 8, 2000. MVD is the Russian acronym for the Ministry of
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The men were taken to a field, where they were stripped and examined.

We were held there approximately four hours. We were standing in dirt,
there was frost and snow at that time. We had to take off our clothes.
They checked our shoulders, looked for callouses on our hands. They beat
us—of course they beat us. [ was beaten a little, the normal way, with the
butt of an automatic rifle. They kicked me several times, in the kidneys. 1
was almost knocked down.*®

Internal Aftairs; FSK is the Russian acronym for the Federal Counter-Intelligence Service, a
successor to the KGB, which is now known as the FSB.
381
Ibid.
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“Khamid Taramov” was eventually released from the field, but reported that
other detainees were still missing as of May 2000. During the Shaami Yurt sweep
operation on February 5, Russian forces summarily executed twenty-three-year-old
Akhmed Doshaev. Villagers saw soldiers separate Doshaev and his brother, Alvi,
from a group of detainees and take them under a bridge. Villagers found Doshaev’s
body several weeks later.”> Twenty-one year old Alvi Doshaev was still missing as
of May 2000.*

“Sultan Deniev” was detained with fifteen other men in the February 7, 2000,
sweep of Gekhi Chu.*' No reasons were given for their detention. “Deniev” told
Human Rights Watch that after the shelling of Gekhi Chu had ended, he emerged
with his family from their basement and sought out Russian forces, fearing what
would happen if Russians discovered them in their homes. The group of sixteen
detainees was held “on [a] field behind the village. They started to tell us we were

¥Human rights watch interview with Eliza Ismailova, aged thirty, Ingushetia, April 24,
2000.

““Human Rights Watch interview with Tamara Doshaeva, aged forty-seven, Yandirka
displaced persons camp, Ingushetia, April 28, 2000.

“The arrests occurred in the wake of shelling of the densely populated town: after
Russian forces entered the town they executed at least seven men. See “Russian Soldiers
Executed Seven Men in Chechen Village; Snipers in Gekhi-Chu Shot Civilians,” Human
Rights Watch press release, March 31, 2000. “Sultan Deniev” believes that the date he was
detained was actually February 5 or 6, but his accounts of events in Gekhi Chu as well
information from a foreign journalist who interviewed a man detained with him suggest that
his date of arrest was February 7. This date was also noted on a certificate (spravka) given
to “Sultan Deniev” upon his release.



The Chernokosovo Detention Center 31

bandits, we did nothing for the motherland. They started to check our identity. We
are all from one village, [we] never had guns. [The others,] they looked like
farmers.”* “Deniev” and the others were then transferred to Khankala, and then to
Tolstoy Yurt; they were released on February 15.

In their mop-up operation of the Karpinsky district of Grozny on January 23,
2000, soldiers detained six males, including a thirteen-year-old deaf boy and two
men with mental disabilities.” Although soldiers promised to release the six after
checking their documents, one remained in custody for three months, and three
others were in still in custody as of the end of May. “Leyla Saigatova” described
what happened that day.

“Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Deniev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-five, Ingushetia, April 18, 2000.

“ Although “Leyla Saigatova” and “Aslanbek Digaev” said the operation took place on
January 23, another witness, Saipudin Saadulayev, gave the date as January 22.
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I was in a shelter in our neighborhood and twice the soldiers came to
check us. They took off the men’s clothes, made them strip completely,
the old as well as the young men. They checked them for callouses
and...scrapes and then left. Then again they came in the afternoon, right to
our basement. At that time, they took the men. I said please don’t take
them, they are our relatives, not fighters, but they took them, and said that
they would be thoroughly checked and then released.**

“Aslanbek Digaev,” whom “Saigatova” named as one of the men detained that
day, was independently located by Human Rights Watch.

There was a...passport check. I have never been involved in any military
operations. They came to our street, my wife and sisters were at home as
well. They took six with me, all of us were with our relatives. None of
them had been fighters.... When I was detained, I asked where we were
going. They said they would check our documents and then be released.”*

The men were initially taken to a military base at Solyonaia Balka, a few kilometers
from the Karpinsky district. After being held there overnight, the thirteen-year-old
boy was released, and the others were taken to Khankala, and then to
Chernokozovo.*

Arrests during targeted sweeps of communities

As ofF His wRIHING, Russian autHoriHiES contRoL Most oF CHECHNYS, GNP PERFORM PERjoDiC
SWEEPS OF COMMUNTHIES UNDER HHETR CoNFROL, THESE CONSTSH OF HOVSE—+0—HOUSE WEABPONS SEBRCHES
e ToENFHY clecks, ostensiBLY fo FERRE: ou FiGHIERS. SOME OF HHESE SWEEP OPERAHIONS HAVE
FoLLoweD CHECHEN AmBUSHES oF RussiaN MiLTHARY CoNVOYS OR GUERRILLA—SHLE aHacks oN ofHER
iNSHALLAEIONS.  CHECHEN REBELS HAVE fURNED aAlmost EYCLUSTVELY o Hi+—anb—RUN oPERAFiONS fo

“Human Rights Watch interview with “Leyla Saigatova” (not her real name), age
unknown, Ingushetia, May 11, 2000.
Bifovan RicHts watker interview witd “Astaneek Dicaev” (Not His REdL NaME), GCED ForRM—fwo,
INGUsHetTa, May 16, 2000.
46,0
lgiv.
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CARRY ON HHEIR MiLTHARY EFFoRIS dadinst Russian Forees, man Ricubs wWated fs concernep Huat
ARBIFRARY ORRESTS OF CIVILTANS Will 8LSO BECOME MORE COMMONPLACE,

THe events N APRIL iN SERzHEN YWY fLLusirate Hiis Patern. ON APRIL 24 anp 26, 2000,
CHECHEN FiGHIERS amBUSHED Russian convoys Near Serzien Ywf, located at the mouth of a
strategic gorge.” Two days after the attack, Ministry of Internal Affairs troops
conducted a sweep during which they detained at least five men.* Among them
was “Khamzat Vakuev,” who was given no explanation before being beaten and
then taken away, handcuffed, with his feet tied together. He was released several
days later. He told Human Rights Watch:

They came to my house, they checked every house on the street. It was in
the morning, maybe 7:00 a.m., maybe even earlier. There were a lot of
them, maybe thirty.... I was beaten with a rifle at my house, in the yard of
my house. They did it with their rifle butts, it was impossible to avoid the
beatings, because they beat me very hard. I was on the ground, covering
my head, I just took it.... At the house I was beaten, they kicked me, and
put me in handcuffs. My mother was in hysterics. They searched the
house, different places, in the rooms and basements. They spent about
fifteen or twenty minutes, more maybe.... They didn’t ask for ID, they just
beat me. They took me to a field, between Serzhen Yurt and Shali, then
theIQe they asked about papers. I said mine were at home, and they beat
us.

“Vakuev” was held for two days, outdoors in two separate encampments, before his
relatives paid a bribe to secure his release. The other men detained with him were
also released after several days.

On April 27, Russian forces conducted a sweep of Tsotsin Yurt. They
surrounded one section of the village and did house-to-house searches, vandalized
and looted personal property, ill-treated some villagers, and detained six men. On

4'See David Hoffman, “Russia Confirms Chechen Strike; Moscow Acknowledges
Ambush Losses, Rejects Negotiations,” Washington Post, April 28, 2000.

BnTotal of 46 tonnes of explosives seized in Chechnya,” ITAR-TASS, April 29, 2000.
Itar-Tass quoted the Ministry of Internal Affairs that the aim had been to “block and destroy
a rebel group,” and that raids for arms and fighters had been conducted in other places in
Chechnya as well.

“Human Rights Watch interview with “Khamzat Vakuev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-eight, May 26, 2000.
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May 2, two of the detained men were left for dead by the side of the road, one of
whom died only half an hour after he was found and brought home.™

Russian forces also target specific individuals for arrest apart from sweep or
mop-up operations. Fifty-two-year-old “Asya Arsimakova,” for example, was
sought out by name and arrested in the early morning hours of January 25, although
Russian police failed to produce a warrant or explanation for her arrest.

YHuman Rights Watch interview with Tahir Turpalkhanov, aged thirty-seven, Nazran,
Ingushetia, May 15, 2000. Tahir Turpalkhanov’s account of events was supported by a video
made by a resident of Tsotsin Yurt, who filmed some of the alleged vandalism and
interviewed several witnesses as well as the surviving released detainee. See below, “Other
Military Encampments” section in the “Abuse and Torture in Other Places of Detention”
chapter of this report.
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It was 6:00 a.m. I got up to pray and heard a car coming, and then as soon
as [ heard the car coming they knocked at the door. They jumped over the
gate and surrounded our house. They said that they had been informed
about us. My husband opened the door, and I was surprised, they were all
masked. One said “Who is ‘[Asya]'?” Isaid “I am.” They said “we came
to take you, get ready.” I asked him where I was being taken, and he didn’t
respond.... We came up to the car and they put me in it, and then they
took my 5slon. I asked why and they said, “if you don’t keep quiet we’ll take
you all.”

“Arsimakova” was transferred the same day to Chernokozovo, where she was
questioned about involvement in an alleged hostage exchange, and released
approximately February 19 or 20 without charge.

Shivan Ricts WateH TNFERviEW with “Asyd ARsimakova” (Not HER REGL NAME), AcEp FiFH—hao,
INGUsHeHTd, 21 APRIL 2000.



THE CHERNOKOZOVO DETENTION CENTER

Introduction

During January and early February 2000, the remand prison at
Chernokozovo, about sixty kilometers northwest of Grozny, was the principal
destination for those detained in Chechnya. It quickly became infamous for savage
torture of detainees. Forms of torture included prolonged beatings, beatings to the
genitals and to the soles of the feet, rape, electric shocks, tear gas, and other
methods.” Guards also subjected detainees to profound humiliation and degrading
treatment. At least one person was beaten to death. Often prison guards and other
law enforcement officers would use torture to coerce confessions or testimony; just
as often, however, it had no apparent purpose.

Because of the extent and severity of the allegations of abuse at
Chernokozovo, Human Rights Watch carried out a detailed investigation into the
facility, confirming and collaborating accounts of beatings, torture, and rape there.
Human Rights Watch calls for a full investigation by the Russian authorities of what
happened at Chernokozovo in January and February 2000, for those responsible for
human rights violations committed there to be brought to justice, and for
compensation to be granted to victims or their relatives.

Human Rights Watch independently located and conducted interviews with
nineteen former detainees from Chernokozovo, including two women. In addition,
the Memorial Human Rights Center, a prominent Russian group with a research
presence in Ingushetia, shared with Human Rights Watch their material from
interviews with other former Chernokozovo detainees. Taken together, these
lengthy interviews yield a detailed picture of the abuses detainees sustained. From
the time they entered the Chernokozovo facility, when Russian guards would force
them to run a gauntlet of guards who would beat them mercilessly, through their

52The pattern of torture described below corresponds to well-documented patterns of
torture throughout Russia, whereby Russian police use a combination of psychological and
physical violence to disorient the individual, or reduce him or her to a state of shock so that
he or she will provide any “necessary” information or sign any document. See Human Rights
Watch, Confessions at any Cost: Police Torture in Russia (New York: Human Rights
Watch, 1999).
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stay in cramped and sordid conditions, to the time they were released, detainees had
no relief from torment.

Before 1991, the prison complex at Chernokozovo had a capacity of 1,500
prisoners, possibly as a post-conviction labor colony. It fell into a state of disrepair
during the interbellum years and detainees said that in January and February 2000,
only part of the complex was being used.” It was the only detention facility
operating in Chechnya at the time, with its outer perimeters guarded by Ministry of
Justice employees and with Ministry of Internal Affairs employees staffing it
within.** Eventually the Ministry of Justice established full jurisdiction over it.

It is clear, however, that the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MVD) presided over
Chernokozovo from at least January 11 until early February, its most brutal phase.
It is difficult to ascertain which MVD divisions were serving in the facility and
perpetrating the abuse. Fearing identification and possible future retribution,
Russian soldiers in Chechnya frequently wore camouflage uniforms with no division
patches or pins that would identify them. However, six interviewees indicated that

33"Russia: No evidence of human rights violations found in filtration camp,” RIA News
Agency, Moscow, in English /BBC Worldwide Monitoring, February 29, 2000.

**Russia’s prison system is run by the Ministry of Justice. Police lock-ups, or izoliatry
vremenogo zaderzhania —IV S—are run by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The deputy chief
of the Ministry of Justice’s Main Department for Penal Implementation, Aleksandr Zubkov,
blamed the abuse at Chernokozovo in January and February on the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, stating that at that time, “staff of the Justice Ministry’s special unit were only
responsible for guarding the perimeter and escorting prisoners.” “Interior Ministry to check
journalist’s claims of beatings of Chechen detainees,” World News Connection, February 29,
2000.
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the Rostov OMON supplied the guards and commanded the facility during this
period.”

Detainees described the area of the Chernokozovo prison where they were
held as a single-story building, with cells along a corridor near the entrance to the
building. Because guards forbade them from raising their eyes from the floor, most
detainees had difficulty describing the facilities, but said that there were
approximately eighteen cells along a corridor, and interrogation rooms were on the
same corridor at the end of the hall. The guards had a duty room in the middle of
the corridor. Other corridors branched off the hall but no detainee was able to
describe where they led or what took place there. Women were held separately in at
least two cells on or just off the main corridor.

Space does not permit a full description of the cramped, filthy, and sordid
conditions detainees encountered in January and February 2000. Nearly every
interviewee described severe overcrowding, sometimes more than thirty inmates for
a cell meant for eight, often with no beds, let alone bedding. Food rations were
extremely poor, there was no medical treatment, and for many there were no toilet
facilities, not even a bucket in the cell. Despite the winter cold, many, if not all, of
the cells were unheated.

> OMON is the Russian acronym for special task police units, or riot police. Human
Rights Watch has written to the Russian Ministry of the Interior and the procuracy to request
clarification about the jurisdiction over Chernokozovo but has not received a response as of
the date of publication of this report.
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The most serious abuse persisted at Chernokozovo for two months, even as
news of it, provided by the few detainees who were able to bribe their way to
liberty, began to spread. Conditions improved somewhat following the visit of a
Russian “commission” during the first week of February, although many detainees
were merely removed temporarily to conceal the extent of abuse. Shortly
afterwards, the command of the facility rotated to another MVD division, the guards
were replaced, structural improvements were made to the prison, including the
addition of more cots for the detainees, and ill or injured detainees were transferred
to the Naur district hospital. Detainees also noted an improvement in their
treatment within the prison. As it embarked on the cleanup, Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s press secretary claimed that Chernokozovo was under the authority
of the Ministry of Justice, although this was never formally confirmed.*

This “cleanup” coincided with growing international outrage at the reports
of human rights violations in Chechnya, and the call by such institutions as the
Council of Europe and the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights to send
delegations to the republic. As international demand for access to Chernokozovo

5The transfer of authority can be ascertained by assessing the way Russian officials
spoke of the detention facility. On February 7, officials from the Ministry of Justice said that
Chernokozovo was the “only detention center in Chechnya which operates at present,” which
from the context seemed to imply that the facility fell under its authority. “Justice bodies
supervising administering of punishments have been restored in Chechnya,” ITAR-TASS,
February 7,2000. The authority of the Justice Ministry over the facility was confirmed by
February 17, when Russia’s spokesperson on Chechnya Sergei Yastrzhembsky said
specifically that Chernokozovo fell under the Justice Ministry. Patrick Cockburn, “Russia
rattled by torture claims at Chechen camps,” Independent (London), February 18, 2000.
However, when responding to allegations of the torture of Radio Liberty journalist Andrei
Babitsky, the Justice Ministry said that at the time he was held, namely from mid-January
until February 3, the MVD was responsible for Chernokozovo.
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increased, many detainees were transferred to other facilities outside Chechnya,
including regular prison facilities.

As of at least March, when the Council of Europe’s Committee for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT)
first visited Chernokozovo, the detention facility was referred to as a pre-trial
detention center (sledstvennyi izolator, or SIZO), which falls under the authority of
the Ministry of Justice under Russian law.”’

Beatings and other torture at Chernokozovo

From early January until the change of command in early February, detainees at
Chernokozovo were subjected to constant and severe beatings and many forms of
torture. Beatings began as soon as the detainees arrived at the facility, and
continued throughout their stay. Some of the beatings and torture seemed to be
associated with interrogations of detainees; many others appear to have be a
consequence of gratuitous cruelty, vengeance, or a desire to have “fun” on the part
of the guards.

The Human Corridor

When we just arrived in Chernokozovo, we were welcomed to hell, and it really was
hell >

SVisit by the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture to the North
Caucasian Region of the Russian Federation,” CPT Press Release, March 6, 2000.
Furthermore, two detainees interviewed by Human Rights Watch who were released on
March 30 were given virtually identical, handwritten certificates stating that they had been
held in “investigative isolation” at IZ 4/12 Chernokozovo (although both had actually been
transferred to other facilities). Human Rights Watch interviews with “Issa Habuliev” (not his
real name), aged forty-six, Ingushetia, April 8, 2000; and “Movsar Larsanov,” Ingushetia,
May 25, 2000.

*Former detainee to Human Rights Watch, February 21, 2000.
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All former detainees from Chernokozovo interviewed by Human Rights Watch
gave very similar accounts about their arrival at the facility. They were met by a
group of guards who formed a human corridor of two lines. Guards forced the
detainees to run, their hands behind their heads, through this gauntlet while beating
them with rubber batons, hammers, and rifle butts. Some of the guards wore masks.
“Alvi Khanaev,” who was brought to Chernokozovo on January 19, described this
intake process:

There were about twenty of them [guards], ten on each side. Some of
them were masked, some had rubber sticks.... I was the third [to go
through]. There was some officer ordering “next.” Each of us had to jump
out of the vehicle, put his hands behind his head with his head down, and
run. As we ran through the corridor, the soldiers were kicking us and
beating us with rubber sticks and whatever they had in their hands.”

“Alimkhan Visaev,” who arrived at Chernokozovo in late January, gave a very
similar account of the scene: “We were ordered to run down the corridor with our
hands behind our head. The soldiers were standing in two lines outside. We had to
run through them, being hit with batons and kicked.”” When twenty-one-year-old
“Issa Akhmadov” arrived at Chernokozovo in early January, the corridor was not yet
ready, and so detainees were beaten as it was being prepared:

We were kept [waiting] for twenty minutes.... We learned later that they
were preparing the corridor from the vehicle to the jail. About fifteen or
twenty soldiers were standing in two lines, with their rubber sticks. When
each of us stepped out [of the vehicle], the soldier pushed us with his gun.
They then beat us with rubber night sticks and made us lay down. Then
one [soldier] asked whether the corridor was ready. Others replied that it
was, and we were ordered one by one to run through to the building.
Wheré 1I was running through the corridor, each soldier hit me with his
stick.

Human Rights Watch interview with “Alvi Khanaev” (not his real name), aged thirty-
nine, Ingushetia, February 17, 2000.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Alimkhan Visaev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-seven, Ingushetia, March 22, 2000.

'Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Akhmadov,” Ingushetia, February 15,
2000.
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At least one person, thirty-two year-old Aindi Kovtorashvilli, died from
beatings while “running the corridor.” According to his relatives, Kovtorashvilli had
a serious shrapnel wound to his head when he was detained on January 11 in
Tolstoy-Yurt. After a three-week search for Kovtorashvilli, an aunt finally located
his body at the morgue at the Mozdok military base.*®

Human Rights Watch interviewed separately three men who were transported
with Kovtorashvilli from Tolstoy-Yurt to Chernokozovo and who witnessed the
beating that appeared to kill him. “Abdul Jambekov” related to Human Rights
Watch how Kovtorashvilli died January 11, soon after their arrival in
Chernokozovo:

His name was Aindi, I do not know his surname. He was wounded, he had

shrapnel in his head and couldn’t talk. We only spent several hours on the

bus while riding from Tolstoy-Yurt. I don’t know anything else about him.

He was in front of me on the bus. They called out his name, but he was

like a small child because of his injuries and someone needed to help him.

2Human Rights Watch interview with Tanya Kovtorashvilli, Nazran, Ingushetia, April
13, 2000.
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So I tried to help him, and then one guy with a mask said “I said, one by
one,” and because I tried to go with him they struck me, then they started
beating him. Then it was my turn.... They just pulled him like a dust
broom and just threw his body away, in front of us. It was useless even
trying to bandage him, he was dead.”

“Issa Habuliev” told Human Rights Watch that he was transported from
Tolstoy-Yurt to Chernokozovo on January 11 with Kovtorashvilli, whom he
identified only as a man with a Georgian last name and a gangrenous head wound.
According to “Habuliev,” “He was wounded, but while crossing the gauntlet they
continued to beat him. He died right there, he was right next to me.”

A third witness who had arrived on the same bus from Tolstoy-Yurt confirmed
the death of Kovtarashvilli:

[A man] who was wounded, they beat him on the head, so that he
died. He was about 180 [centimeters tall].... He was in the first
group to come out of the bus. He had an open wound on his
head, he was confused, he didn’t understand anything. He had
received one blow on the place on his head where he was injured,
he fell down and then three more guys [guards] came and
surrounded him and started to violently beat him. When I looked
at him he was bleeding, there was a puddle of blood around
him.... When I came through [the gauntlet] he was still alive, they
said to stand up but he couldn’t, and that is why they got angry
and then constantly beat him.*

Human Rights Watch interview with “Abdul Jambekov” (not his real name), aged
thirty-three, Ingushetia, May 7, 2000.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Magomed Kantiev” (not his real name), aged
forty-four, Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
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When Kovtorashvilli’s aunt saw the body at the morgue she noted that, “My nephew
had a hole in his head. His hands had been fractured, and on the body there were
traces of beatings.”®

“Fatimah Akhmedova,” a female detainee at Chernokozovo, witnessed the
brutal beating of a retarded fourteen-year-old boy when she arrived at
Chernokozovo on February 1. After she was allowed to walk through the corridor
of soldiers without being beaten, the soldiers called for the young boy:

I heard the soldiers say, “You brought us a clown here, let the clown go
next,” referring to the fourteen-year-old. I started to explain that he really
could not comprehend what was happening, and asked [the soldiers] not to
beat him. Then I looked back and I saw the soldiers putting on their
masks. They started to beat the boy with batons, and they kicked him.
The boy screamed, calling for his mother and asking for God’s help. [He]
was beaten for an hour. He was bleeding from the mouth, and had a head
injury and was having trouble breathing. Then, when the boy was laying
flat on the ground, they kicked him and said, “Why are you bleeding?
Stand up!” Then I fainted, and a soldier took me to the doctor.®

Torture in the Context of Interrogations

Prisoners taken for interrogation were beaten and tortured, both on the way to
interrogation and, according to some, during questioning in the interrogation room
itself. Beatings prior to questioning were aimed at “softening up” a suspect to
encourage compliance during questioning. Guards and interrogators also sought to
humiliate detainees, forcing them to crawl into interrogation rooms and to address

Human Rights Watch interview with Tanya Kovtorashvilli, Nazran, Ingushetia, April
13, 2000. Initially, the morgue attendants demanded money for the release of the body,
saying, “If you will pay for him, we will give you the body back.” After a lengthy argument,
the aunt was finally allowed to leave with Aindi Kovtorashvilli’s body after paying 800
rubles for the “treatment” of the corpse.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Fatimah Akhmedova” (not her real name), aged
twenty-two, Ingushetia, March 7, 2000.
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staff with abject humility. Torture worsened at night, when many interrogations
seemed to take place and when the guards utterly ran amok. While in some cases
documented by Human Rights Watch beatings did not take place during
interrogations, case investigators probably had knowledge of their occurrence and
took no effective action to prevent them or punish the perpetrators.

According to multiple Human Rights Watch interviewees, questioning took
place in two rooms located at the end of the main corridor of prison cells. As is
standard practice elsewhere in Russia, prisoners were forbidden to look up as they
walked along the corridor. Guards, some wearing masks, forbade prisoners from
making eye contact with them. Detainees were sometimes called for multiple
questioning, and thus were subjected to beatings and other abuse several times.’
Guards also meted out beatings as they took prisoners to locations within the
facility other than the interrogation room.

Several detainees said that guards tortured them during interrogations in an
attempt to force them to give information, confess, or sign a statement or other
documents prepared by the authorities. “Abdul Jambekov” was interrogated, beaten,
and humiliated in Chernokozovo, where he was detained from January 11 until
February 18:

They took me from the cell, asked me when I was arrested and for certain
facts. They read me the interrogation report and I signed it, because it was
my own words. Then they brought me the warrant for my arrest, and I
refused to sign that. They started to beat me, and said that they would
shoot me if [ didn’t sign. There were four of them, two behind me and two
in front. Those sitting had no ID, but those walking around had badges on.
They beat me with truncheons and sticks, also with iron tubes. They did
this whenever you didn’t answer their question. There were two guys
behind me, they had masks on, and they were ready, just waiting to beat
you if you didn’t answer their questions. They wanted me to sign a piece
of paper. I asked if it was possible to read, even to look at the papers that

7 Thirty-eight-year-old “Aslanbek Digaev,” for example told Human Rights Watch that
he “was taken for official questioning four times,” and that when taken for questioning he
had to run, head down, with guards beating him. Human Rights Watch interview with
“Aslanbek Digaev,” Ingushetia, May 16, 2000.
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I was supposed to sign but they didn’t let me. They said I should just sign
it.”68

“Jambekov” also described the humiliation guards subjected him to:

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Abdul Jambekov,” Ingushetia, May 7, 2000.
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They would make us say “Comrade Colonel, let me crawl to you” but he
wasn’t a colonel, that was just his dream. After they beat us, they made us
say “thank you,” and if you couldn’t even stand then they would still make
you say “thank you” and crawl away.*

As oF gaRLY May, “JamBEkov” SHLL SUFFERED FROM FHE MEDICAL CONSEQUENCES oF HHE BEAFINGS
N DEFENFION.  ACCORDING 40 His MoHHER, Y—RaYS FAKEN IN APRIL REVEGLED FHREE BROKEN RiBS, AND
HE voctor’s DIAGNOSES LS TNCLWED PROLAPSED KiDNEYS, PROBLEMS witH His LivER, anb aN
RREQULAR HEBR1BEAT. SHE aLso RePoriep fuat “Jameekov” HAp PEVELOPED @ stammER GND HAs ofHER
NEWRoLoGTCAL BiLmEntS (CONFUSTON, HEGDBCHES), wHiCH His boctor aHRIBWED +o BEBFINGS SUSHAINED
Yo Hie Heaw.”

Guarbs @+ CHERNOkoTOvo OF4EN FocUsED HIETR BEAEINGS ON HHE festicles oF maLE fwates,
CAVSING ENCRUCTAFING PATN OND LONG—4ERM HEALHH PRoBLEMS FoR HETR victims, Accorping fo
“Yakve Tasuev,” “THey askep 7F | was MARRIED 0R Not. [F SOMEONE was UNMARRIED, HHEY sai ‘You
WiLL NEVER Have cifiloren,” anv kickeo Hiem [N e festictes]”’! “Sultan Eldarbiev” told
Human Rights Watch that on February 7, as he was being taken for questioning
around 10:00 or 11:00 p.m., he saw guards beating two men in the genital area:

| s 8 MBN DURING QUESHIONING, CROVCHED NAKED witH HiS HANDS OVER His
Heap. | HRNED anD St [aNoHHER] Nakep MaN. Two Men [Guarps] separaten
His Legs. [AnotHer man] 4R7Ep 4o Foree 1im fo sian @ [conression] saving
HE waS @ FiQHIER, cub OFF HEADS, $RADED N PEOPLE. THEY kicked bowN ON
His GENHHALS, SBYING “You witl sian 7 You wiLl sion #”7

Human RigHis Wated Locatep ano  INFERVIEWED SEPARATELY HHE MAN wHoM “Sudan
ELpareiey” saw BEING kickep iN fHat SNcipEnt. “ALT Baigiraey,” aged HIRFY—FOWR, PESCRIBED How

“Ibid.

Human Rights Watch interview with “Marina Jambekova” (not her real name)
Ingushetia, May 28, 2000.

""Human Rights Watch interview with “Yakub Tasuev” (not his real name), aged
thirty-two, Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Eldarbiev” (not his real name), aged
forty-four, Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.
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GUaRDs ook, HiM FRoM His cELL Late @t NiGHF oN FEBRUARY 7, GNP OPENLY DISCUSSED WHEFHER OR Not
{0 RAPE HiM BEFORE APMINTSTERING @ BRUFAL BEAFING:

|4 was Fegruary 7, Late at NiGHE. | was LYING ON HIE FLOOR, $wo GUARDS
HELD MY LEGS wWHILE aNoHHER kickep ™ME iN HHE festicles. | woud LosE
CONSCIOUSNESS OND €oME f0, | Lost CONSCIoVSNESS FoLR Himes. THEY Hit Me
OROUND HHE HEAD, HIERE WaS BLoOD. THEY woULD BEGF ME UNCONSCTOUS aND wait
WHL | cave RouNp: “UE’S WOKeN UP,” anp FHEY woUld CoME TN aND BEGt ME
lacanl.”

“Baiqiraey” Lost @ festicLe @s @ RESWH OF TNJVRIES SUSHAINED DWRING +HE FEBRVARY 7 BEaHiINGS. g
was SHLL RECOVERING N HHE HosPiHaL, MORE FHAN +wo MONFHS OFFER HHE BEAHING, WHEN HE was
INFERVIEWED BY Human Richis waken.™

Accorping to “BaiaiRAEY,” FHE SECOND MAN MENFTONED BY “SuLfan ELDARBIEY” was @ Fwenty—
SEVEN—YEGR—0LD MAN FRoM SHARATA SUNTHA DistRict oF (Romny: “l pioN'+ uwperstane [a4 fue 4imel
wHat was HIPPENING, BUF | st HHis NOKED MAN. | SBw GUARDS HOLDING HHE MABN ON @ CHAiR, NP HE
WS SCREAMING LiKE HE was BEING castratep. e +olo Me Later +Hat HEY HELD His festicles with
PLiERS, ND BEAH Him HIERE witl Batons.””

THiR#Y—hwo—YEAR—0LD “lgRAHIM Aziev”  Holb Human Ricuis watey fHat quarps geat His Feet
PWRING INFERROGAHION ON JANVARY 2

WHEN | was H8KEN FoR QUESHONING, HHE invEsHGator #RiED fo Force ME o SiGN @
CONFESSTON, HHiis HAPPENED ON MY SECoND DAY 8+ CHErRNokozovo [Janwary 211, ON e way
o, PWRING, D ON HHE waY BACk FRoM QUESTIONING | was BEATEN with RUBBER sticks oN
MY SHOULDERS anp Back. [THEN] HHEY MAE ME L7E ON $HE GROUND, with MY FEEd RaisED,

"*Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev” (not his real name), aged thirty-
four, Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.

"Baigiraev described how he experienced falanga torture when being questioned on
February 5, 2000: “I was beaten and kicked on the soles of my feet with metal and plastic
batons7,5 reversed to beat me on the soles of my feet [with the metal part].” Ibid.

Ibid.
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anp BEH HHE SOLES oF MY FEEL. THEY wantep ME o STON aN GRFTCLE 209 CONFESSON,
SaYing | ParticiPates iN HHE FigH#ing.”

“lgraHiM Aziev” wos WABLE fo walk FOR fwo wEEKS GFFER IS RELEASE BECAUSE oF HHE PAIN CAVSED
8Y e FALANGA BEGHINGS.

THIRIY—fwo—YEGR—0LD “Yakwe Tasuev” aLso 4olo Huvan RiqHEs WateH How HE HAD EYPERTENCED
FaLanca forHRE 8t CHERNOKoToVo N E6RLY Fegruary:

"*Human Rights Watch interview with “Ibrahim Aziev” (not his real name), aged
thirty-two, Ingushetia, March 2, 2000.
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THey vsep HiE iRoN PaRY oF HER sticks [eatons] 4o g2at ve on e gotom
of My Feet. Tigy Pud @ cLoti N MY MoutH S0 | CoWDN't ScrReam, anp HHEY
HANDCUFFED ME. THEY MADE ME LAY DOowN ON MY StomacH with MY HEGD UNDER
Hie fasLe. Tigy fook oFF MY Books GND Socks, aND BEGH MY SOLES, ESPECTALLY
ON HiE HEELS, THEN HIEY MAVE ME SHaND AQaTNSt HHE waLL witl MY HANDS WP,
LiFep my SHiRE and B2+ ME OoN HIE KiDNEYS with HHE sticks.. THese
BeatiNgs fook PLACE mMostLy iN HHE INFERROGAHION RooM, BU dlso N HE
CORRIDOR ON HE way +o INFERRoGAHON.”

“Sutan ELvargiey” folo Human Rigris wWatel #Hat oNE oF HHE MEN N HiS CELL, 8 fweEnty—
FIVE—YEAR—0LD MaN FRoM HHE KarPiNskY pistRict oF (RoTNY, wis BEATEN So BADLY oN His Feet it
HE COWD No LONGER watk: “f couLoN wakk, HE HAP BEEN BEGTEN ON HHE SOLES OF Wis FEet anp
Hav BROKEN RiBs. His Feet wERE BLACK GND HE HAP OPEN wWOUNDS ON HIE SOLES oF His Feet.”™

Several pefdinees sd@iv ot ELEcHRic SHocks wWERE USED DWRING HHE INFERROGAHONS.
Accorving o “Umar Kiakivov,” wHo was HELD iN CHERNokozovo FRom FEgRaRY 5 4o 12:

THey @Lso Vsep ELECHRTC POWER, HHEY MAE You foucy HIE WiRES. THEY Just GivE You Hig
WIRES 8NP YoU 8RE Not aLLowed +o SEe wHat T 7S, You aust Have +o Grag . WHEN |
fovcep HE wiRes, | FELE Like mY EYES WERE GQOING fo PoP oW THis was iN HE
INFERROGAHON RooM.  THEY MADE You SHaND witH YOUR HANDS WP. Twwo SOLDTERS Hold You
FRoM BEHIND aND MAKE You fovel HiE wiRes. THEY SHockep Mg LiKE Hilis onee, AFHER HiE
iNFERROGBFION, HHEY ook ME BAck o MY cELL, | was UNBBLE fo walk ovt BEcausE oF
Hie PaiN, aND HAD fo cRAWL Back.”

“SuLtan ELpargiey” was also suBJEcHEp fo ELECHRiC SHock:

""Human Rights Watch interview with “Yakub Tasuev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.

"*Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Eldarbiev,” Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Umar Khakimov” (not his real name), aged
forty-six, Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.
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THey 4Riep 40 MAKE ME STON CONFESSTONS HHAF WE WERE walHagss,” FIGHIERS, HHat we
WERE SUPPORFING HIE FigHtERs. | i Not SiaN. THEY Vsep ELECHRic sHock fo Make ME
STaN, BUF | Db Not Do 7. | was Foreep 4o PUb my Back +o HHE waLl. Two GUARDS Stoop
NEYE $0 ME, MY HANDS WERE ON MY HEGD. THERE WERE +wo COBLES, aND HHEY HELD HiE
cgeLes +o My BowY. | FELF | was GOING €RATY, | FELL UNCONSCioUS ONCE. | wis aFRaip
MY HEGRY woULD StoP BEBHING. THEY SPLASHED wWAHER TN MY FACE. Two 0R HHREE #iMeES
DWRING HE INFERROGAHON, HHEY sHockep we.”

“Alimkhan Visaev,” detained in Chernokozovo for eighteen days from late
January and early February, was brutally beaten during interrogation the first day he
was transferred to Chernokozovo:

®In Russia and Central Asia, the term “Wahhabism” refers to “Islamic
fundamentalism” and extremism. Discrepancy exists among the definitions of “Wahhabism,”
however. Historically, “Wahhabism” is a branch of Sunnism practiced in Saudi Arabia and
named after its founder, Islamic scholar Muhammad ibn 'Abd al-Wahhab. The eighteenth-
century movement known as “Wahhabism” advocated a conservative agenda of purifying the
Muslim faith and simultaneously encouraged independent thinking, a potentially liberal
stance.

The term is used in Russia and Central Asia to suggest radicalism and militancy. It is
often used pejoratively. The Russian and Central Asian conception of “Wahhabism” retains a
linkage to “foreignness” in general, including to Saudi Arabia. In the context of the
Chechnya war, Russian soldiers and many Chechen civilians use the term “Wahhabi” broadly
and derogatively to refer to Chechen fighters, particularly those who serve under Khattab, a
field commander from the Middle East known for his religious agenda in Chechnya.

8'Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Eldarbiev,” Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.
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The interrogator was in camouflage, he was a high-ranking officer....
When my name was called, I had to leave the cell with my hands behind
my head until the guard locked the cell. 1 was then brought to the
interrogation room, while the soldier accompanying me beat me with his
rubber stick. When I entered the interrogation room, I was ordered to sit
on a chair. I was asked whether I was a fighter, and where I was hiding
weapons.

There were two guards, one on each side and the interrogator behind his
desk facing me. One guard had a gun, the other had a baton. They would
ask questions and I would reply, the interrogator then would say, “Answer
now!” and the soldiers were beating me. I was hit with the rifle butt on my
neck, with a bat on my back, and [they] hit me on the head, shoulders and
ribs with the baton.

I was interrogated for a half hour or more. When I said, “No I'm not a
fighter,” they said, “Now you'll remember,” and beat me. The
interrogation room had concrete walls, three meters wide and four meters
long, with a chair and a desk for the interrogator and a chair for the
detainee. I was taken for interrogation three of four times, with the same
questions and the same beatings, but different interrogators. I saw the
interrogator's face, but the guards wore masks."”

“Issa Akhmadov” was interrogated first on January 17, the day he was transferred to
Chernokozovo.

I noticed it was getting dark. I made my evening and night prayers. Just
as I finished, I was called out again. As I stepped out of the cell, I was
struck in the back of the neck and fell to the floor. They ordered me to
crawl along the corridor, which was twenty meters long. I tried to crawl
and one of the soldiers was kicking me in the kidney, and another in the
shoulder. A third was walking behind me, with a gun pointing at me. This
way | \;&;as made to crawl through the corridor and enter the investigator's
office.

8Human Rights Watch interview with “Alimkhan Visaev,” Ingushetia, March 22,
2000.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Akhmadov,” Ingushetia, February 15,
2000.



The Chernokozovo Detention Center 53

During questioning “Akhmadov” was accused of being a fighter:

They asked me what fighters I knew, I said I had seen Basayev and others
on TV but did not know any fighters myself. Then the interrogator told
the soldiers to take me away. It lasted about twenty minutes. On the way
back to the cell, I was beaten again by three soldiers. They beat me
against the wall, threw me against the floor and beat me on the head. I was
put back in the cell and the next one was taken.™

The day after his interrogation, “Akhmadov” and his cellmates were ordered to
leave their cell for a security check. In the corridor, the men were forced to walk
through a gauntlet of guards, one of whom struck Akhmadov with a hammer,
causing him pain for months. He described the incident to Human Rights Watch:

$1bid.
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They were checking the jail to see if we were trying to escape. They made
us run to the cold room...with fifteen soldiers beating us there and back.
Among the soldiers were two with big metal [sledge] hammers. When I
was running from the cell to the cold room, I was struck by the hammer on
my backbone, and on the way back I was struck on my leg. The other men
that Wergc5 there with me had ribs broken, shoulder blades broken, or a knee
broken.

When interviewed by Human Rights Watch almost one month after this
incident, “Akhmadov” still bore the signs of the injury. He walked with extreme
difficulty, and was on strong painkillers to control his constant back pain. His
cellmate, twenty-year-old “Adem Hasuev,” independently described the same
incident.®

“Movsar Larsanov,” detained in Chernokozovo from mid-January until March
1, noted that he was beaten and humiliated as he was taken to and from the
interrogation room, but not during questioning.

As soon as you would leave the cell, they would beat you, they would
shout at you the whole time. As soon as you came to the room...first they
would beat you and then you would have to lie down on the floor and
crawl to them. You would have to say, “Request permission to crawl.” Me
personally, they beat me on the knees, with clubs, and on the kidneys.
They kicked me in the chest [and I fell]. I stood up and they beat me
again, they kicked me in the chest and said stand up, and again, and again,
and again, until I couldn't stand up any more."’

“Akhmed Isaev,” held in Chernokozovo from January 19 to 30, had a very
similar experience that confirmed the practice described by “Larsanov.” He was
beaten on the way to and from interrogation, but the case investigator, whom he
described as a man with a reddish beard, did not harm him:

[On January 19], we were taken for interrogation one by one. When the

door was opened and somebody was called out, he had to step out of the

8511
Ibid.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Adem Hasuev,” Ingushetia, April 6, 2000.

8 Human Rights Watch interview with “Movsar Larsanov,” Ingushetia, May 25, 2000
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cell, fall on his knees, put his hand behind his head and face against the
wall. Two or three guards were beating us. They were wearing masks
and did not let us look into their eyes. I was shown the opened door which
was about fifteen meters away. I was ordered to fall down and crawl.

They ordered me...when I reached the door, to...say the words, “Ci#7zen
OFFfceRr, HHaNK You FoR SEEING ME. | am [GivEs NamE]. ACCORDING 40 YoUR ORDER, | Have
CRAWLED VP HERE.” THEY aLso said HHat HHE FASHER | wolld CRAWL, HE LESS HitS | woulp
get. THey LAVGHED, SBYiNG | crawLep Like @ “Warnagr.”

| RedeHed HHE DOOR, ENFERED HHE RoOM, GNP ONE GUARD BERH ME Wit N TRON RoD... THE
INFERROGEHON LastED BBovF FoRHY MINVIES. | was BEREN wWHEN | ENFERED HHE RooM, BND
WHEN 7 1waS 0VER. THERE WERE Hwo PEOPLE SN HHE RooM, aND Fwo GUARDS ouisive g
RooM.  THE ONE wHo askep HHE QUESHONS Hap @ kNTHED caP anp REDDISH BEARD. EdcH oF
US Hav BEEN INFERROGAIED AND HHEN SEN' fo @ DiFFERent ceLL.”

Like Isdev, “Avi Kianaev,” was erouGHt +o CHERNOKOTOVO ON JANVBRY 19 D Said HE was
QUESHIONED BY @ MAON witH @ REDDISH BEARD wHo Did Not HARM HiM. HlE ALso was BEaten BEFORE BEING
INFERROGATED, AND waS FORCED fo SERTP BEFORE HHHE QUESTONING BEGAN, wHicH HE saiv fook PLace
at 5:00 am. “Kianaey” stressep 4o Huvan RigHis Wated Hiat HE ReMAINED SHRTPPED OF His cLotiies
DWRING HHE iNFERROGAEION, BUF HHat “THiE ProsECUIOR's] aHEAWE fowdRPS ME WS Not ONE OF
aNTMosTHY.”  AF e Enp oF HHiE QuESHONING, “Kiandev” ezaaep Hie INvesHiaator o ask HHE Guarps
Not fo BEat HiM oN HHE way Back fo HE cELL, THE Snveskicator's secretary Snvicates fo e
auarps Not 4o HarM Kuanaev, Bub ey ezat div ano HE oFHER MEN ON HHE waY fo e cELL
aNway.”

Night Beatings: “They were out of control*’

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Akhmed Isaev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-four, Ingushetia, February 17, 2000.

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Alvi Khanaev,” Ingushetia, February 17, 2000.

“Issa Habuliev,” describing the nighttime beatings in Chernokozovo.
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At night guards at Chernokozovo were apparently given free reign for wanton
abuse and humiliation. It was then that the most brutal treatment occurred. Many
detainees noted that the playing of loud music would signal the start of the “night
time regime,” when guards, often inebriated, would conducted mock interrogations,
during which they would mete out severe beatings or other forms of torture to those
who did not comply. They would also force detainees to engage in humiliating acts.

“Magomed Habuev,” reflecting on the nighttime regime, commented, “During the
day, you might be beaten with clubs, but at night, there was no way to be able to
deal with that kind of torture.””'

“Ali Baigiraev”described being brutally beaten at night, during which time he
said beatings were more severe than those during the day. On the night of February
7:

It was a beating, not an interrogation. They took me out of the cell, I don't
know how many there were. Three or four were beating me with sticks
and kicking me. By the time I reached the interrogation room, I was
already very weak. When I entered the room, there were about ten people.
They didn't ask any questions, they started beating me. They beat me,
beat me, beat me, and I fell down. Only after I fell down did they start
asking questions. But you have no strength to answer, because they put
you against the wall and start beating you again.

They beat me on the head, saying [ was very strong. Then they banged my
head against the wall. The last time I regained consciousness, I started
sitting up and I saw the feet of the soldiers, and they said, “He's coming to.
They asked me if I had children. I said I did and they answered, “You
won't have any more,” and they kicked me in my private parts. Then I lost
consciousness again. [ didn't regain consciousness, I just heard them
saying, “Let's drag him into the cell.” They ordered me to stand up but I
couldn't. They dragged me into the cell. My jacket and hat remained in
the interrogation room and I never got them back.”

“Aslanbek Digaev,” detained from January 25 until February 18 in
Chernokozovo, showed a Human Rights Watch researcher a scar on his head that

°'Human Rights Watch Interview with “Magomed Habuev,” Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
“?Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000
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extended from the level of his ear up towards the crown of his head, the result, he

said, of a blow from the butt of a rifle which he received during a nighttime mock

interrogation.
There was also unofficial “questioning,” when they were drunk, in the
same interrogation rooms, with no papers. They would act as if they were
generals. I [can't count] the number of times I was taken for “unofficial
questioning.” At 7:00 p.m., they turned on the music, and it lasted until
morning. I have scars on my head, my nose and ribs were broken. [My
head] was bleeding.... They were maniacs, they enjoyed it.”

HomiLigting “Games”

At NiGHt, PRIMARILY, GUARDS PLAYED GBUSTVE “GaMEs” with HHE PRISONERS. Many pEfaiNeEs
DESCRIBED BEING FORCED +0 PERFORM HWMILTGFING Acts FoR GUARDS, OFFEN WHEN HHE GUBRDS WERE
DRUNK. (UBRDPS ROPE ON 40P oF “AsLangek DiGaEv” wHILE HE was oN His Hanps anp knees. e
pESCRTBED Hilis fo Hwan Ricuts Watel, “Tiey ForRcep s +o KNEEL DowN, N HHE CORRIDOR, BND Sat
ON +0P OF Us, GNP woULD act 8S TF HHEY WERE TN @ €OR. THEY PLAYED HHESE KiNDS OF GaMES N HHE
CORRPOR.”

“Agvwl Jameekov” aLso REPORIED BEING FORCED BY GUARDS fo PARFCTPAME iN HUMILTAFING
“aames™:

THey @Lso Hav @ SEPARAFE Room, T+ was COVERED witd BLoob, 8f HHE END oF HHE HaLL.
THERE WERE SOME BROKEN CHATRS N HHERE. THEY RODE PEOPLE HHERE, STHING ON F0P oF
Hem, BEAFING HHem wit cLugs. THeY M@PE ME CRawL, SAYiNG HhHat | would Have fo
CRAWL Suel @ DisHINCE iN sucy @ $imE. IF Not, HHEN You Hab to Do 7+ AGATN. WE WERE
taken HHERE ONE BY ONE, HHEY BEAY ME, anD ofiERs.”

DescriBiNG HHis HumiLiation, “JaMeekov” BECAME visiBLY DISTRESSED N PHYSiCALLY agitatev.
QfHgrs DESCRIBED How HHE GUARDS FORCED FHEM f0 RUN UP aND PowN FHE CORRIDOR; F HiiE
GUARDS WERE Not SBHSFIED witll HIE SPEED, HEY MADE HE DEFOINEE REPEAH HIE EYERCISE® ANOHER

*Human Rights Watch interview with “Aslanbek Digaev,” Ingushetia, May 16, 2000.
941

Ibid.
*Human Rights Watch interview with “Abdul Jambekov,” Ingushetia, May 7, 2000.
%Human Rights Watch interview with “Movsar Larsanov,” Ingushetia, March 25,
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TNFERVIEWEE DESCRIBED How GUARDS PILED DEFAINEES ON +0P oF EdcH 0HER IN HHE CORRIDOR, So HHat
HIEY WERE LAYING OCRosS EACH oHiER +wo 8Y Hwo. THE GUaRDS HieN Beat HHEM wHEN HHis “tower”
coLLgpsep.”

ANOHHER ForRM oF H0RFURE wHicH was REPORIEDLY abministEred af CHErRNokozovo wias HHE
APPLICAFION oF @ HEdtep BRIk fo HHE BobY oF pEAINEES, ForPY—FoR—YEAR—OLD “Macomep Kantiev”
foLo Homan RigHis Watel Hat GUARDS HAb BURNED HiM witl HEBFED BRICkS ON His BACk ON SEVERAL
0CCASTONS:

2000.
"Human Rights Watch interview with “Asya Arsimakova,” Ingushetia, April 21, 2000.
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| was Foreep o SERTP 40 HE waist, aND LiE oN FHE FLoOR. THEN HHE GUARDS wolLd PUb
ON ORPINGRY HOVSE BRiCk wHiCH HHEY Hav HEAtED with @ LaMP oN MY Back, anD aNoFHER
SOLDTER wWoULD SEAND ON HIE BRick. | was suBJECHED {0 +HiS ON NUMEROUS 0CCASTONS.
WHEFHER H1E BRiCK LEFH BURNS DEPENDED ON How Much i+ Hab BEEN HEGED, At SomE
POiNt | Hav BListERS oN MY BAck... Day ey vay, tHeY Get getier. But fiere aRe sHLL
Psyelological Scars, HEY will Not HEaL”

PuysicaLl ExyavsFion

Most FormeER DEFAINEES REPORIED HHaE HHEY WERE FORCED +0 SHAND IN EYHAVSEING PosTHioNs,
sucl as witH HHETR HANDS 88BovE HIETR HEAPS FACING @ wall, FoR EYFENDED PERioDS oF +iME,
SoMEFIMES FoR AN ENFIRE v@Y. GUaRps BEAH HHosE wHo FaTLED o sustain Hiis Position. At Least
o OF HHoSE TNIERVIEWED iNDICAHED fHat RAFHER HHAN PUE HHETR HANDS AGAINSE HHE waLL, HHEY WERE
ORDERED 40 SHAND FACING FHE wall witl HHEIR PaLms FACING Backiwarps.”

GUaRDPS REGWARLY creckgp ceLLs +o MAKE SWRE DELAINEES WERE STANDING N HHE ORDERED
Posiions. Accorping fo “Akumed [saev”:

A} 6:00 @M., WE WERE WOKEN VP, SOMEFIMES EGRLIER. WE WERE GLLOWED f0 Go fo BED
at 11:00 P, We Hav +o SHaND HHE wWHOLE b&Y LoNG. THE CELL w@s VERY SmaLL, anp
WHEN HHE GQUARDS LoOKED #HROVGH HHE PEEP HoLE HHEY COWD Not SEE ONE CORNER, WE
fook. FiRNS Going o Hifis corRNER  fo GEF SomE RESE. WE Hab o Face HHg wall anv
KEEP OWR HANDS WP, HiE wWHOLE DAy,

%Human Rights Watch interview with “Magomed Kantiev,” Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.

%Human Rights Watch interview with Andrei Babitsky, May 24, 2000; Human Rights
Watch interview with “Movsar Larsanov,” May 25, 2000.

Hyman Rights Watch interview with “Akhmed Isaev,” Ingushetia, February 17,
2000.
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“ALvi Kuanaey” conFIRMED HHaH FHOSE wHo €oUd Not ENDWRE STANDING aHemPiep +o HibE N
HHE corneR.  “NBHWRALLY, From $iME {0 HiME WE DROPPED OWR HANDS, BECAUSE i} was iMPossiBLE 4o
stanp Like HHis, BLHHOVGH WE KNEw WE woULd BE PUNisHED,”"

(GUarPS PUNTSHED Not ONLY FHOSE wHo PROPPED HIETR aRMS, BUF SOMEFTMES ALSo HHE ENFRE CELL,

“Avem asuev” foLo Huvan Ricits Waterw: “Sometimes, You e+ 4iRED GNP PROP YOUR HANDS, iN FHis
case, ey seat everyone.” > According to “Alimkhan Visaev,” “[t]he soldiers watched
us through the peep hole. If we dropped our hands or sat down, we would be taken
out and beaten. One man [from Grozny], sat down once, he was taken out and
beaten brutally.”'"

“Ali Baigiraev” and his cellmates were forced to stand as a punishment, after
one of them had been examined by a visiting Russian delegation on February 9 or
10. “They made all the people in the cell stand with their hands up all night. But I
couldn't stand on [any] feet, so the others were ordered to keep us standing,
otherwise they would also be beaten, all of them.”'*

Prison guards frequently used teargas in the cells of detainees, causing
coughing fits and breathing problems for the unprotected inmates. Eight detainees,
including Radio Liberty correspondent Andrei Babitsky, confirmed the use of
teargas at Chernokozovo in interviews with Human Rights Watch. Twenty-four-year
old “Akhmed Isaev” (not his real name) explained: “THey askep vs 7% we wantep +o smokg,
N> WHEN SOMEONE wWENF 40 HHE DooR o Hake HHE ciqarReHES FHEY would SPRAY $£8RGAS iNSTPE
insteaw of [aivina] Hie cicarettes. THey viv His dgovt siy piFFerent +ives.”"

""Human Rights Watch interview with “Alvi Khanaev,” Ingushetia, February 17,
2000.

"2man RicHbs Wakel iNFERViEw wit “Avem Jastev,” INGUsHESTa, APRIL 6, 2000.

1 Human Rights Watch interview with “Alimkhan Visaev,” Ingushetia, March 22,
2000.

1%*Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.

1%Human Rights Watch interview with “Akhmed Isaev,” Ingushetia, February 17,
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At other times, guards used teargas to punish detainees when they violated the
rigid rules of the facility. One detainee related how his cell was sprayed with
teargas when the detainees could no longer endure the physical demands placed
upon them: “Tiey woulb vo #is WHEN SOMEONE LEY DowN HHETR HANDS OR St DowN. THE GUARD
WOULD OPEN HHE PEEPHOLE anp saY, Al You aRE STHING powN, Now I'™M Going fo GE+ You,' anp
SsPRaY Hie qas.”"™
Rare

RePoris of RAPE @t CHERNOKOZOVO EMERGED, DESPHE HIE SIRONG 48800 iN CHECHEN cULtwRE
AGAINSt REVEALING INSHINCES OF SEYWAL BsSAuLt. CHECHNYA'S MusLiM CULFWRE aND NBHTONAL +REDTHONS
striciLy REQUGIE RELAFHONS BEIWEEN MEN GNP WOMEN, GNP INOPPROPRIGIE BEHAVIOR 7S sugsect fo
SEVERE OND OFFEN VIOLENF SANCHONS. UNMBRRIED WOMEN wHo HAVE BEEN RAPED ORE UNLIKELY o gE
aBLE o MARRY, GNP MARRIED WOMEN wHo GRE RAPED ARE LiKELY 4o BE DivORCED BY HETR Husganps. In
the patriarchal and homophobic Chechen society, rape and sexual assault of men is
particularly difficult to discuss. Yet more than half of those interviewed by Human
Rights Watch alleged that guards raped and sexually assaulted male and female
detainees at Chernokozovo, although these allegations require further confirmation.
Although none of the interviewees explicitly stated that he or she was a victim of
rape, several did describe abuse rising to the level of sexual assault and provided
credible evidence of rape in the facility.

Some women were forced to strip in front of the male guards. “Fatimah
Akhmedova” described to Human Rights Watch one incident of forced nudity
during an interrogation at Chernokozovo:

On the first day of February at around midnight or so, I was called out for
questioning. They forced me to strip and [accused me of being a fighter or
sniper|. I was questioned by eight people, three were doctors in military
uniforms, two of those [doctors] were brought to me when I was sick. 1
was stripped only for questioning. I saw all of them, one looked like an
Uzbek. They questioned me for one half hour, they shouted and swore at

2000. Another witness confirmed this practice. “Umar Khakimov” told Human Rights
Watch: “They used gas. They asked if we wanted to smoke, and then used the teargas.”
Human Rights Watch interview, Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.

"% Human Rights Watch interview with “Alvi Khanaev,” Ingushetia, February 17,
2000.
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me, that if I didn't tell the truth they would keep me there until I died. I
was taken out once on [February 1] and three times on the second day.

Male prisoners also reported incidents of forced nudity, usually in the context
of severe torture to the genital area.'”” Sexual violence in the form of forced nudity
served to inflict psychological humiliation upon detainees, and added to
Chernokozovo's environment of terror and intimidation.'” Forced nudity also
served as a precursor to additional sexual violence described by male and female
detainees.

“Alvi Khanaev,” who was transferred to Chernokozovo on January 19, reported
that one woman arrested with him was raped the first night they spent at
Chernokozovo.

The woman that was with us in the vehicle [name withheld] was forty-two
years old and has four children, she is from Tolstoy-Yurt. That evening,
when men were interrogated, that woman was beaten mercilessly. Judging
from the noise, I could guess that she was being beaten with the rubber
sticks, she was beaten. She was beaten for ten or fifteen minutes, with
some pauses of one or two minutes. Then, for half an hour we didn't hear
her at all. We could hear everything that was going on in the jail, but
could not see everything. In halfan hour, we understood that she had been
raped. The soldiers were using bad language and this lasted for about
thirty minutes. Then everything stopped.

Human Rights Watch was unable to confirm independently this or several other
accounts of rape of women. The difficulties inherent in documenting such abuse are
enormous. In the patriarchal and homophobic Chechen society, speaking of rape
and sexual assault is taboo. Women detainees may have feared to admit that any of
the women were raped in the facility, aware of the social stigma and shame
associated with rape.

Human Rights Watch did gather detailed testimony relating to physical
evidence of anal rape of men in Chernokozovo. “Ibrahim Aziev” claimed that his

197See below, specifically Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Eldarbiev,”
Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.

1%The Trial Chamber in the Akayesu case defined sexual violence broadly: “Sexual
violence is not limited to physical invasion of the human body and may include acts which
do not involve penetration or even physical contact,” including forced nudity. Akayesu
Judgment, ICTR-96-4-T.
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cellmate told him that he had been raped on January 23, the day before Aziev
arrived at Chernokozovo. Aziev described the victim as young, about fifteen years
old, and attractive. “When I saw him, he was just like a corpse. He was breathing,
but nothing more. They didn't take him again while I was there. He said he was
raped, those were his words.”'”

“Sultan Eldarbiev,” held in Chernokozovo from February 5 until February 11,
said that a man from his cell was sodomized with a truncheon.

1Human Rights Watch interview with “Ibrahim Aziev,” Ingushetia, March 2, 2000,
and April 17, 2000.
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They raped with a baton a thirty-two or thirty-three-year-old, [name
withheld]. When he was brought round, he was brought to our cell naked,
with his clothes in his hands. There was dried blood leading from his
anus, he didn’t sign [a confession]. I was in cell 16.'"°

“Ali Baigiraev,” who was held in the same cell with “Sultan Eldarbiev,” and
who had been severely beaten in the genitals, was himself threatened with rape:

I heard the soldiers say while they were kicking me on the floor, “Let’s
fuck him.” Then they said “Let’s not dirty ourselves” (Ne budem
pachkatsia). When I was taken for “questioning” I was beaten and they
said “Let’s fuck him.” “Let’s question him,” I was taken from the cell, and
by the time I got to the questioning room, I was already only half-
conscious. [ was taken from this room to another where they said they
would fuck me.""

Several interviewees said that guards gave male rape victims a woman's name
as a nickname, and teased them later about the rape. “Alvi Khanaev” told Human
Rights Watch that on several occasions he heard guards tease and beat men in the
corridor. He described one incident that began with guards ordering the victim out
of his cell:

You could hear everything. Then the soldiers ordered him to undress.
Then... something was done to him, [sodomy]. We heard him say, “please,
please, don't!” Tiis conFiNED FoR 8out FIvE MiNVIES. AFHER ALL HHis HAPPENED, HiE
viekim saio, “You Have kitlep Me.” THey Renamep Hiv ALLa, ey saiv, “From now on,
you will be Alla, a woman.”''?

Possibly describing the same incident, “Alimkhan Visaev” said that his cellmate had
been raped during the last week of January or the first week of February.

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Eldarbiev,” Ingushetia, March 25,
2000.

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.

"2Human Rights Watch interview with “Alvi Khanaev,” Ingushetia, February 17,2000
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They took one of the men from my cell and raped him. They gave him a
nickname, Tania or Natasha. He was about twenty years old.... They
raped him and threw him into our cell, and the next day they took him to a
different cell. The man cried “It hurts, it hurts, don't do it....You have
killed me.”'"

The “Cleanup”

As iNtERN@FONGL aHENHON Focusep oN HIE HuvaN RiGHIS violations N CHECHNYE,
INFERGOVERNMENFAL 0RGANTZAHONS—PARHFICULARLY HHE COUNCIL oF EVROPE—BEGAN Fo PRESSWRE Russia
to decept oFFiciaL visTHNG PELEGBtions fo HHE REGioN. At aBovt fHe same Fime, Russian
avioriHES oRCHESTRAED @ cLEANWP oF (HERNokotovo. Clearly aware by this time that inmates
were being tortured, the authorities improved somewhat the physical conditions, and
by February 10, ensured that the guards who had perpetrated the worst abuses were
rotated out. At the same time, Moscow authorities vehemently denied any abuse had
taken place in Chernokozovo, and delayed the international community’s access to
the facility. Improvements, at first, were cosmetic, and inmates were merely taken
out temporarily to conceal from the first round of visitors the degree of
overcrowding and to hide some of the inmates who had been severely abused._This
pattern was repeated prior to the February 24-March 3 trip by the CPT to Chechnya,
which included a visit to Chernokozovo. Then, as more international bodies
demanded and received access to Chernokozovo, conditions improved radically;
indeed, by April it had become a showcase.

The Russian Commission Visit

During the first week of February, a government commission visited
Chernokozovo; it appeared to consist of military staff, but its exact composition and
agenda remain unclear.'" The visitors sought out and found prisoners who had

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Alimkhan Visaev,” Ingushetia, March 22,
2000

!4 \ovsar Larsanov” told Human Rights Watch that a man who said he was the head
of the prison accompanied the “commission.” Huvan Ricits Wated inferview, INGUsHetia, May 2s,
2000. Human Rights Watch wrote to the procurator general to request information about the
commission and its agenda. As of this writing we have received no response.
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been beaten, even though many inmates had been temporarily transferred out in
advance, took special interest in those who had visible signs of injury, and in some
cases attempted to document suspected abuse. However, inmates had been
forewarned not complain about abuse and those who did were later beaten.
“Salman Sulumov” told Human Rights Watch that before the visit, he was

held for three days in a train car, and returned to the facility after the commission
left:

When I spent four days at Chernokozovo [approximately February 4], we
heard they were expecting some commission. We were [taken] to a train.
After [three days], we were brought back to Chernokozovo.... They kept
us in the cell one day, then loaded us on the vehicles again where we spent
awhole day. Maybe they were hiding us from another commission. Then,
we were returned back to the cell.'”’

“Bislan Magomadov,” who was present at Chernokozovo for the
“commission” visit, emphasized that guards had threatened inmates not to speak
candidly about their treatment:

They prepared the cells before the commission came, they made some
cots. I don’t know what the commission was, but they came from Moscow.
They asked how we were fed, whether we go through beatings, what our
life was like. But we couldn’t complain and could not tell the truth. The
guards had told us, “if you complain, we will punish you.” We heard that
the commission arrived and the same day we were warned that we couldn’t
complain.'"°

A man who identified himself as the chief of the prison and who
accompanied the visitors had been tipped off that an inmate in cell 17, “Aslan
Aslanov,” had been beaten. whiLz iN ceLL 17, s MaN exaMined “AsLanov” and UPON HiE
LAHER'S SUGGESHON, EYAMINED “Movsar Larsanov” 8s weLl. “Larsanov” folb Huvan Ricits waten:

WHEN Higy evamines ["Astanov”] ey saw tRaces oF geabings..At Hiis +ive, [hie
RussiaN LEGMING HHE DELEGAKIoN] sdiv, “| am e clief of s PRison.” e Mave me

"SHuman Rights Watch interview with “Salman Sulumov” (not his real name), aged
forty-six, February 20, 2000.

"®Human Right Watch interview with “Bislan Magomadov” (not his real name), aged
forty-two, February 20, 2000
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fake ofF MY cLoties FrRom HHE wilist VP, anp askep ME §F | Hav BEeN BeateN. | said No.
But He sa, “I aM Not NEw fo Hiis.” e bioNt say anvhing fo HiE quarps. 7

Another detainee, “Ali Baigiraev,” had been brutally beaten two days prior to
the commission visit. Yet when the commission examined him, at first he denied
that he had been beaten, fearing reprisals should he tell the truth:

"Human Ricits Watken INFERVEW Wit “Movsar Larsanov,” INGUSHEHA, May 25, 2000.
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I first said I just fell down, but then they took us to a private room and
made an investigation. They made us tell them about the beatings.... All
those who went through severe beatings had to sign a statement
[documenting the beatings]. But I think it was just a formality, those
responsible will not be punished.'"*
“BaicirdEY's” CELLMAIE was BRUMALLY BEBFEN N REPRiSAL FoR JELLING HHE commission Hie
CAVSE OF His INJWRIES. THE CoMMISSTON HAD EYAMINED HHE YOUNG MON, wHo was FRoM HIE VILLAGE oF
[sHelerskaia, BECAVSE HE was visieLy Bruisep, “Umar Kidkimov,” aNotHER ceLLmate, folp Human
RiqHts Watel, “WHEN HHE CoMMISSTON COME HE COMPLAINED. HE was BRUISED, anb Hat s wiy gy
QUESHONED HiM. HE was QUESHIONED BY @ GENERAL, GNP HHE GENERAL ORDERED GLL fHoSE ON DURY
WHEN HE was BEGHEN $0 coME anp HE YELLED &F Hiem, saving, ‘Do you think you will remain
unpunished?’”'"’

“Ali Baigiraev” confirmed this account:

After the commission left, the soldiers learned that [the man from
Ishcherskaia] complained and took him out and beat him again. They
wanted him to sign a paper with the same confession because the previous
one was taken away by the prosecutor. They beat him twice that night.'*

On February 10, the personnel staffing Chernokozovo were rotated out and
Major General Mikhail S. Nazarkin of the Penal Enforcement Department became
director of the facility.'”' Most interviewees told Human Rights Watch that abuses
lessened after February 10.

International Outrage and Russian Denial

"8 uman Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000

"Human Rights Watch interview with “Umar Khakimov,” February 21, 2000.

12°Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000

2'Maura Reynolds, “Journalists Tour Notorious Chechen Prison,” Los Angeles Times
Home Edition, February 29, 2000
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Just before the change in command, details about conditions and unspeakable
abuse in the center were leaked to journalists in Ingushetia, allegedly by a guard
who had served in Chernokozovo.'” The second week of February, the guard’s
letter “to the world” appeared in Ingushetia, dated February 3, which described the
beating of Radio Liberty correspondent Andrei Babitsky as well as the torture and
rape of other detainees.'” Around the same time, released detainees began making
their way to Ingushetia, and confirmed the extent of the torture.'**

An international scandal brewed, to which Russian authorities later responded
with a chorus of denial. On February 14, presidential press secretary Sergei
Yasterzhembsky refuted claims of torture in Chernokozovo; four days later he told
reporters that they were “misinforming the public” by reporting the abuses.'* The
Ministry of Justice issued a press release stating that “cases of violence, harassment,
torture, and even shootings of persons kept in the investigation ward located in the
residential area of Chernokozovo...do not correspond to the [sic] reality and grossly

'2There had been rumors about the large-scale detention and torture in Chernokozovo
as early as January 2000.

123 Andrei Zolotov Jr, “Letter: Babitsky Saw Torture,” Moscow Times, February 11,
2000. The letter was initially given to a Le Monde journalist by a woman who said its author
wanted it to be made available to the world. Russian forces arrested Babitsky, detained him
at Chernokozovo, and then “exchanged” him to a Chechen field commander.

1245 Human Rights Watch, “Hundreds of Chechens Detained in ‘Filtration Camps’:
Detainees Face Torture, Extortion, Rape,” February 18, 2000.

2patrick Cockburn, “Russia rattled by torture claims at Chechen camps,”
Independent, February 18, 2000.
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distort the real state of affairs.”’*® On March 1, after Andrei Babitsky had been
released and made public the treatment to which he was subjected, Minister of
Internal Affairs Vladimir Rushailo responded with snide skepticism. “All of
[Babitsky’s] stories about 250 blows with a baton—I seriously doubt them, as I think
we all do.”'”’

Meanwhile, the facility underwent further renovation—it was painted,
improvements were made in the food rations, and detainees were transferred to
other locations to relieve the severe overcrowding in anticipation of expected
international delegations. For example, on February 22, “Movsar Larsanov,” was
transferred to the Chervlyonnaia railway station, where he spent seven days in
prisoner transport train carriages, known as “Stolypin Carriages.”'**

126vR ussian Justice Ministry Denies Atrocity Reports,” World News Connection, Itar-
Tass, February 26, 2000.

127w Angry Russia defends its rights record before Washington,” Agence France-Presse,
March 1, 2000.

1281 Russian, Stolipynskie vagony, named after Tsar Nicolas II's ruthless prime
minister, Petr Stolypin, who orchestrated a mass deportation of Chechens at the turn of the
century.
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They took twenty-four of us by [prisoner transport vehicles], they took us
in the morning, that was on the February 22, because on February 21, at
night, we were shaved, they made a prozharka [i.e. their clothes were
sterilized]. In Chervlyonnaia, there were other people there when we
arrived. We were in carriages.'”

Seven days later, “Movsar Larsanov” was returned to Chernokozovo,
whereupon other detainees told him that in his absence, another commission had
visited Chernokozovo. This commission, most likely the European Committee for
the Prevention of Torture (CPT), was comprised of international experts as well as
Russians.

In a separate investigation of the cover-up in advance of the CPT visit,
Amnesty International also established that “on 25 or 26 February, just a few days
before the CPT official visit to Chernokozovo, the Russian authorities reportedly
removed about 300 men and women detainees—almost the entire population of
Chernokozovo—from the camp to another location in the village of Stanitsa
Chervlyonnaya in Chechnya. It is believed that the 300 detainees were removed
from the camp by the authorities to hide the real scale of atrocities committed in
Chernokozovo.”"*

2Human Rights Watch interview with “Movsar Larsanov,” Ingushetia, February 25,
2000.

139 Amnesty International press release, “Real Scale of Atrocities in Chechnya: New
Evidence of Cover-Up,” March 24, 2000.
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The CPT was granted permission to visit Chernokozovo during its February 26-
March 3 trip to the North Caucasus. In preliminary observations, it expressed
satisfaction that at the time of its visit “persons detained in this establishment are not
being physically ill-treated.””' However, the delegation also stated that “many
persons detained at Chernokozovo were physically ill-treated in the establishment
during the period December 1999 to early February 2000,” and described the same
methods detailed in this report. The statement explicitly requested an investigation
by Russian authorities.'”>  If the Russian authorities have initiated such an
investigation, its results have not been made public.

B!'European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment Press Release, “Situation in the North Caucasus: Russian
authorities release observations by Council of Europe Anti-Torture Committee delegation,”
April 3, 2000.

B2gpecifically, the CPT stated the following: “[I]t is of crucial importance, in the
interests of the prevention of ill-treatment, for what happened in the establishment during the
period December 1999 to early February 2000 to be the subject of a thorough and
independent inquiry and for appropriate sanctions to be imposed on those responsible for ill-
treatment. In application of Article 8, paragraph 5 of the Convention [European Convention
for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment], the
delegation requests that such an inquiry be carried out without delay and that the Russian
authorities inform the CPT of its outcome within three months. Further, the delegation calls
upon the Russian authorities to remain particularly vigilant with regard to the manner in
which prisoners are treated at Chernokozovo.” Ibid.
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Russian authorities finally allowed a group of foreign journalists access to
Chernokozovo on February 29. The journalists were allowed to talk to a few
selected inmates, who denied they had been abused. One of them was “Movsar
Larsanov,” who later told Human Rights Watch that he had not told the journalists
about his transfer to Chervlyonnaya, nor the full extent of the abuses in
Chernokozovo, out of fear of retribution from the guards.'*’

Nevertheless, it quickly became clear to the journalists visiting the facility that
they were witnessing a cover-up. According to one journalist, who kept away from
the guards, the inmates confirmed that the camp “had been transformed in the space
of a week in preparation for the arrival of foreign visitors.” One detainee muttered
to the journalists, “Before that it was like a horror film in here. Everything you hear
about this camp is true. They beat people terribly.”'**

*Human Rights Watch with “Movsar Larsanov,” Ingushetia, May 25, 2000.

134 Amelia Gentleman, “Fresh Paint Fails to Hide Stench of Fear,” Guardian, March 2,
2000; Patrick E. Tyler, “At Russian Camp, Two Views of Chechen Prisoners,” New York
Times, March 1, 2000.
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On February 17, 2000, then-acting president Vladimir Putin appointed
Vladimir Kalamanov as special representative for human rights in Chechnya, amidst
the uproar over Chernokozovo as well as international humanitarian law violations
in Chechnya. Inthe wake of visits by the CPT and foreign journalists, and less than
two weeks into his job, Kalamanov claimed that there had been no torture in
Chernokozovo; he continued to categorically deny the allegations on other
occasions.'”> To his credit, by July Kalamanov’s mission in Znamenskoye had
helped to secure the release and ammesty of more than 200 inmates at
Chernokozovo and other detention centers.'*

135He said, “It is a glaring lie to portray Chernokozovo as a place where people are shot
and tortured almost every day.” “Kalamanov says no filtration camps in Chechnya,” Itar-
Tass, March 1, 2000. Later that month, he said, “None of the delegations have confirmed
rumors of torture or humiliation.... In each case when torture is in question, I must be
contacted because I am responsible for the observation of human rights in Chechnya... We
have not received such information....” “Human rights commissioner denies Chechnya
torture reports,” Interfax News Agency, March 29, 2000.

BCouncil of Europe press release, “Council of Europe mission continues to make
significant progress in Chechnya,” July 21, 2000.



ABUSES AND TORTORE IN OTHER PLACES OF DETENTTON

Qtigr pEfENtION FACiLifiES FoR CHECHEN DEFATNEES HAVE TNCLWED REMAND PRiSONS §N Russia
PROPER;  MAkesHIFH FaciLifies @t @ pormitorY ane @ FactorY iN CHECHNY®: GND @b—HoC HoLDiNG
FaciLiies—eaRIIEN Pits or MEFAL STORAGE coNtATNERS—ON Russian MiL4aRY BASES SN CHECHNYA anb
iN Russia PROPER. DEHAINEES WERE FREQUENILY FRANSFERRED BMONG FACILiHES, anp Many Human
RiGHES WateH INFERVIEWEES wHo PRoVIDED HESHMONY BBoVF CHERNOKOTOVO BLSO DESCRIBED oHHER
FaciLities o wHicH $Hey wWERE JRANSFERRED. [DENKIFYING HHE LEGAL status oF HiE LaHER petention
Locgtions §s PiFFicLt, wHILE e LEGAL GROUNDS FOR ORRESES HAVE NEVER BEEN EstasLisHep. Most
PEFAINEES WERE Not foLb HHe status oF ONY CHORGES AGATNSt HHEM DWRING FHETR DEFENFON, NOR
WERE MoS GIVEN NY WRIHEN BCkNOWLEDGMENE oF HIETR DEFENFION VPON HIETR RELEdsE.

137A sampling of detention centers and their legal status is available by examining the
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list of centers visited by the CPT. SIZOs [Sledstvennyi izoliator, or pre-trial detention
centers] are under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Justice, IVSs [Izoliator vremennogo
soderzhaniia, or temporary holding cells at police facilities] are under the jurisdiction of the
Interior Ministry. Both hold pre-trial detainees.

On its first visit, from February 27 to March 4, 2000, the CPT visited the following facilities:
SIZO No. 1, Grozny; SIZO No. 2, Chernokozovo; IVS, Chervlyonnaya Station; IVS,
Naurskiy District Department of Internal Affairs; IVS, Shali District Department of Internal
Affairs; IVS, Temporary Internal Affairs Department of Grozny Selsky District (Tolstoy
Yurt); the former holding facility, Goryacheistochnenskoye (Tolstoy Yurt); SIZO No. 1,
Vladikavkaz (North Ossetia); IVS, Mozdok District Department of Internal Affairs (North
Ossetia); and SIZO No. 2, Pyatigorsk (Stavropol). The delegation also went to hospitals in
Naurskiy and Tolstoy Yurt and spoke with members of the local population in several of the
localities visited, including Grozny. CPT Press Release, “Visit by the European Committee
for the Prevention of Torture to the North Caucasian region of the Russian Federation,”
March 6, 2000.

On its second visit, from April 20 to 27, 2000, the CPT visited the following facilities:
SIZO No. 2, Chernokozovo; Oktyabrskiy District Temporary Department of Internal Affairs,
Grozny; Zavodskoy District Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Grozny; Temporary
Department of Internal Affairs, Gudermes; Unit of the Federal Security Service, Khankala
Base of the Allied Group of Armed Forces; Unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs,
Khankala Base of the Allied Group of Armed Forces; Temporary Department of Internal
Affairs, Shelkovskaya; Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Urus-Martan; Regional
Department of Internal Affairs, Urus-Martan; Department of the Federal Security Service,
Urus-Martan; SIZO of the Federal Security Service in North Ossetia-Alania, Vladikavkaz
(North Ossetia); Territory Hospital at Colony No. 3, Georgievsk (Stavropol Territory); and
SIZO No. 2, Pyatigorsk (Stavropol Territory). CPT Press Release, “Second visit to the
North Caucasus by the European Anti-Torture Committee” May 2, 2000.
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StavroPoL $ERRTHORY

Five Clernokozovo PEFBINEES INFERVIEWED BY HumaN RiGHES WatCH wERE EVENFALLY #RANSFERRED
fo REMAND PRiSONS TN HHE cifiEs oF SHavRoPoL oR Pyatigorsk, BotH iN HHE SHAVROPOL PROVINCE oF
e Russian Feveration.

Former invates ot Hig Pyaticorsk FaciLity, Nicknamep “BELY; Legen”— "Wiite SwaN"— saiv
HHat, Like at CHernokozovo, UPON BRRIVAL FHEY WERE MEF BY 8 GAUNILEY OF SOLDTERS wHo BEA fHEM.
THe FaciLity is most LikeLy SI70 No.2. “Issa Hagwiev” pescriged His arRivaL on FEERVARY 18 FRoM
CHerRNOKOTOVO:

WE WERE Haken DWRING HHE baY [FRomM CHERNOKO7OVO] ND BY HIE EVENING WE WERE HHERE.

THERE WS @ CORRTOR, ON Hwo STPES HIERE WERE SOLDIERS HIE WHOLE WaY, WE WERE
BEQHEN FROM EACH STOE, with BAONS.. THERE WERE hwEnBY—FowR [petainees] witl Mg,
INCLUDING HHREE wOMEN."™

NONE OF HlosE INFERVIEWED BY Hluman Ricits Watel were INFERROGAHED TN PYAHIGORSK, GND NONE Saib
Hat tHey were geaten aFfER HHE iNFHiAL “weLcome qauniLet.”

On Fesruary 22, MaNY oF HHE FORMER CHERNOKOTOVO TNMBHES WERE +RANSFERRED FRoM
Pyaticorsk fo e SHavRoPoL (ENFRAL PRiSON, GPPARENILY N PREPARGFION FOR @ CoMMiSSiON visit
Yo “BeLyi Legen.” [ssa Hagwiey folo Human RicHts Watcw: “WHEN HHE CoMMiSSToN was Going o
CoME, BLL HE PRISONERS WERE MIYED FoGEHIER, OF HE FWENIY—FOUR wHo HAD BEEN with ME [iven
BROVGHH F0 PYa+iGorsk], FIVE WOUNPED ND ONE woMBN WERE KEPH BEHIND, HIE 0HIERS WERE Haken fo
SHavRoPOL.”™ N SHaVROPOL, HIE DEFAINEES WERE AGAIN BEBIEN, GAUNILEF—SHLE, WHEN HIEY BRRIVED,
e HHRouGHoVH HHE INfake PRocess. As iN PYaticorsk, aFFER HHis PROCESS HHEY WERE Not BEGHEN.
“Macomep Kantiev” sareastically pESCRIBED HHE wELCOME a4 HE SHavRoPOL PRiSoN: “THEY dcceptep
Us VERY waRMLY. As @ ReEsULY, | oNLY was @BLE {0 GEY VP ON fHE FOURHH D8Y, GNP GFFER ELEVEN OR
FWELVE DAYS, | CoLp FINALLY walk 8GaiN. THEY BEGH AL oF Us, i+ was HHe +ive of Hie Feerwary 23
HoLivays [Rep ARmy D@y, POPULARLY ceLegrated 8s “INFERNGFIONAL MaN's Day”] ano ey were
pRUNK.”"

DURING HHE SNFAKE INSPECHON, QUARDS EYAMINED DEFAINEES’ BODIES FOR BRUISES anp OHHER
MARks LEFE BY HANDLING WEGPONS, GNP FORCED HHE MEN f0 Do EYERCISES, BERFING HHEM DURING HHE
ProcESS. “Macomed Kantiev” pescrigep Hiis 4o Human RicHts waten:

8 Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Habuliev,” Ingushetia, April 8, 2000.
1397,

Ibid.
“"Human Rights Watch interview with “Magomed Kantiev,” May 13, 2000.
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THey Mave vs +8kE oFF 0WR CLoHiES AND CHECKED US COMPLEJELY, ALL ovER HIE BobY, VERY
FHOROVGHLY.  WHILE HHis was H+akiNG PLACE, FHEY MAVE US D0..bEEP—KNEE BENDS, OND
PWRING FHESE EYERCISES HHEY BEAF LS witH cLugs. AFHER HESE BEAHINGS, WE WERE LED 4o
HE BAtHROOM, IN GROVPS OF HIREE OR FOWR. WE WENF DOWN @ HALL ON HHE FiRsH FLOOR
aND WP fo HHE SECOND FLOOR, GNP HHERE AGAIN HHERE was @ “Live corrivor” [qauniLet]
wiicH Lev +o Hig eatiRoom.”

“AsLangek Dicaey” anp “Issa Hagwiev,” wio aLso sai> HHat HHEY WERE SEVERELY BERHEN wHEN HHEY
WERE apmiHeD fo StavroPol, REPORIED HHat HHE worst BEAHINGS fook PLACE SN HHE BafHROOM,
WHERE HHEY WERE AQAIN FORCED 0 Do DEEP—KNEE BENDS. “Dicdev” Qave HIE FolLowiNg dccount:

IN HHe gat HHeY fook OFF ALL OVR cLotigs anp saiv Hey Hav +o warm Hiem [Ho Have
Hiem steEriLiZED], WE QAvE HHEM OWR CLOHES.... THEY HAD SOME RVEBER CLUBS, NEw ONES.
IF You Got @ Blow, i+ stuck $o YoWR BobY, You CoUDN'H SEE HHE EFFECE TMMEDTATELY, ONLY
GFHER H1E SECOND OR HHIRD DAY, HHEN HHERE WERE BLAck SHRTPES. At His +iME WE WERE
BEAHEN VERY VioLENLY, UNHIL DEAHI'S DocR."”

“Macomep Kantiev” conFiRmED HHis:

“'Human Rights Watch interview with “Magomed Kantiev,” Ingushetia, May 13,
2000.
“?Human Rights Watch interview with “Aslanbek Digaev,” Ingushetia, May 16, 2000.
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THERE WERE SEVEN OR ETGHF MEN SHINDING aND HHEY HBP CLUBS, SOME N BotH HANDS, AND
WE WERE BEAIEN S0 BADLY HHUERE i+ wE EVENIUALLY GLL FELL 0 HIE GROUND....WE HaD
OVR BRMS AROUND EdCH oHHERS’ SHOWDERS, anp +HEY Mabe us continve [poing Hie knee
BEND EYERCISES] UNHFIL WE FELL., AS SoON @S You SHoPPED, HHE GQUARDS BEGH US wit
CLVBS, ON OWR BARE SKiN. THOSE wHo COULDN'# SHAND, HHERE waS ONE wHo FELL, HigY
PRAGGED HiM ASTPE ONp BEGH HiM 8GAIN. At fHe END, ALL OF VS WERE LAYING HERE,
EYHAVSHED. ALL ETGHEY 0R NINEHY OF s Hap f0 Do HHis, FOR +HEM T+ MABDE No DIFFERENCE
iF YoU WERE WEBK OR STRONG, OND SO0 wHEN i+ FINALLY came +ime fo Go Snto HiE gati,
NO ONE COULD walk, we GLL Hap fo cRawL. AND PURING HHis +iME FHEY BEAF Us, WNHL aLL
EIGHEY OR NINEHY HAd GONE HHROWGH. THEN wWE HAv +o Qo o 0WR CELLS, aGaiN HHRouGH
HE “LivE CorRiDOR.”'™

MiLi+ary gases

Mozook

DURING HHE FiRst CHECHNYA wak, fHE Russian MiLi+ary gase at Mozook, NortH Ossetia, secame
Notorious ForR fHE HorRMRE oF CHecHeEN DEFAINEES HELD FHERE. IN 1999 anp 2000, NUMEROUS
INFERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS aNYiovs 8Bout HHE FAdE oF MisSiNG ReLAFivEs Fearep fuat fHey dav
BeeN DEFAINED @F Mompok, anp Russian ofFFicials @t cHeckPoints GNP BORDER CROSSINGS OFFEN
Hireatened +o senp Cleclen MaLes Hgre.  Huvan Riqifs Wated Founp a4 LEdst Ree cases of
SEVERE BEQFINGS +0 HIE MOLE GENTHALIA OF PRISONERS 8F ONE, GNP PERHAPS MORE, FACILIFES N
Momok.

“Ibris Batukaey” was PEFAINED 8 @ CHECKPOINE OUISIDE (ROINY ONb HELD N Mozbok FRom
Decemeer 19, 1999 WHL Marel 3, 2000. He fob Huvan Ricuts watcy #at He was HELD N Hie
BASEMENF OF HE PRISON FACILIHY, N @ CELL +1at HE SHARED wit SEVERAL oHHERS. THE CELLS Hab
CONCREJE FLOORS GNP SLOBS OF woob FOR BEDS,

“*Human Rights Watch interview with “Magomed Kantiev, Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
Memorial also shared with Human Rights Watch the details of an interview with a former
Chernokozovo detainee who had been transferred to Pyatigorsk and Stavropol at the end of
February. The man reported being forced to do identical exercises in the bathroom described
by “Magomed Kantiev.” Human Rights Watch interview with researcher for Memorial, May
6, 2000.
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He was SLL—#REGHED WHEN HIERE waS 8 SHIFF CHONGE, wHEN +OKEN FOR QUESHONING, DURING
QUESHIONING, aND ALso WHEN HE askep fo Vse HE foiLet. SometiMeEs GUaRDS b Not PERMIF HiM o
co to HE foitet. “IF You cowd kNow, IN REALIHY, wHat @ pisqrace i+ was. You €an Go crary.
Tiey HumiLiaten men,”™

ON onE NGt iN F2eruary, HHE Guarps BRoGHE @ vetaings 4o “PbRis Batukaev's” ceLL anp
SOPOMIZED HiM with BaFoNs:

“‘Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” aged twenty-seven,
Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.
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He was grovaHt 8t NIGHE, HHE ONLY HHING | MANGGED fo @Sk waS WHERE HE was FROM.
THEY DioN"+ even +8KE OFF HiS HANPCUFFS.... THEN HHEY caME SNto HHE CELL, BEa+ Him, anp
Did HHoSE OHHER HHINGS... THEY came, ey B2a+ HiM witl RIFLE BuMs, HIEN caME wit
DOGS, YOU COWDN't avoid HiEM.... THEY WERE RAPING HiM, witt cLugs... THEY +ook HiE
[victim] away MVEDTBIELY BFFERWARDS.

“Ioris BatUKAEY” HIMSELF was INFERROGAED ON NUMEROUS 0CCSTONS DURING His petention. e
DESCRTBED HAVING f0 walk VP +wo FLiGHIS FRoM HHE BASEMENS, BLINDFOLDED, anD HHEN FHROVGH HHE
GawNtLES Edcy fime:

THey Put @ sack oN ™y HE@D, anp | Ha fo Pass HHROVGH @ CORRIDOR, | was BEATEN with
cLugs, UNFL | Got +o HIER Room. | was +aken severaL Himes, Hiey were FSB or GRU.
THey askev e 7F | Hav +aken Part iN HHE waR, HHEY wanted ME fo STON SoMetding,
Hey +orRIVRED ME, ASKING QUESHONS...YoU PUE YoUR HANDS ON HIE +aBLE, anp HeY B2a+ You
wiH cLugs or gatons. THey kickep Mg, with HHETR Boots oN. THEY geat Me with gatons
ON HE LEGS 8S WELL, | was SHANDING, witH MY LEqs sPRedp.”’

“Ibris Batkaey” was also SEVERELY BEMHEN fo His GENifALS: HE ALLweD fo HHE Loss oF @
festicLe as @ Result ofF Hese geatings. “THey orFWRED ME. | €aN'$ walk, T s DiFFicULt For ME
1o qo o He foiLet. They geat ME, IN MEN'S PLAces..fHey geat 74 oFF, witH cLugs.”™  wien
INFERVIEWED MORE HHAN STY WEEKS @FFER His RELEASE, “[bRis Batukaey” sHLL CLEARLY HAD DiFFTCULty
WALKING, GNP REPORIED HIa+ HE SUFFERED FROM SEVERE PAINS N HiS clESt anp aBboMEN.  Human
Riguts wWatey sPoke 4o “IbRis BafKAEV'S” wiFE, who <S@id +Hdt HER HUSBAND'S GENTHALS WERE
SwoLLEN, Hiat HE FREQUENILY HAP BLoob iN HiS URINE GNP SVFFERED FRoM CONSHPAHON anp
MPOIENCE, SBYING “As @ wan, HE's vseLess.”™ e Wb onLY BEQUN to sEEk MEDTCAL HREGIMENY,
BECAVSE FRAVELING +0 INGUSHEHTA BROVGHF ON HHE FEBR OF BEING REBRRESTED.

14571
Ibid.
1*Glavnoe Razvedevatelnoye Upravlenie, or military intelligence.
“"Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.
1487
Ibid.
“*Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev’s” wife, Ingushetia, April 26,
2000.
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Human RicHEs WatCH INFERVIEWED @ WOMBN WHOSE HUSBAND was PEFAINED FOR GPPROYIMBFELY ONE
MONFH N Mozbok. aNp Hav +o BE HosPifaLizep FFER His RELEASE N EARLY APRIL 2000, SHE folp
Huvan Ricrés watey Hiat HER HUSBAND ALSo HAD BEEN BEBFEN SEVERELY iN His GENALS.™ IN
apiHioN, 8@ SRGEON aF aN INQUSHESTA HosPitaL freatep 8@ SEvENIEEN— OR ETGHIEEN—YEAR—OLD BoY
wHo Hab BEEN DEHAINED TN Moook OND s@i> HE HAD BEEN BEGIEN IN HHE GENTfALS. THE SVRGEON
REPORIED Hat HHE BoY'S GENTHILS WERE SWOLLEN aND HHdt FHERE WERE INDICAtiONS HE MY Have
BEEN SODOMTIED, 8S HE HAD SVFFERED iNFERNAL TNJWRIES fo His coloN. DESPIHE HIE NEED FOR MEDjCAL
NFERVENFION, FHE YOUNG MAN REFUSED {0 BE HosPHHOLIZED FoR FEGR +Hat HE MiGHE BE REGRRESTED
WHILE RECEIVING FREQIMENT. THE SURGEON Sai> Hat BEFWEEN FweENtY anb FHiRPY FORMER DEFATNEES
Hav sougHt MeDicAL FREGIMENE FOR TINJURIES RESULEING FRoM BEBFINGS aNb FoRFURE, aND +Hat MaNY
@i HiEY Hav eeen vefained aF Morook.”

“Ioris Batukaey” RePortED FHat fowdrps FHE END OF His DEFENFTON, MPROVEMENES WERE MADE
+o HiE VPPER FLOORS OF HHE DEFENFION CENFER, BUF Not o His cELL glock. e BeLievep it e
PRISON AUHIORTHES PREPARING FOR @ ViSHING DELEGAHIoN—PossiBLY e (PT—wiieH visitep e
Mook, vetention FaciLity iN Late Feervary.”

KiowkaLa

RussiaN FoRcES caPHRED HE MILTHARY BasE 8+ KHAaNKALE, @ LARGE COMPLEY SPANNING SEVERAL
kitometers, oN Decemger 12, 1999. Huvan RigHis WatcH TNFERVIEWED ETGHF PEGPLE wHo WERE
DEFAINED HHERE N JANVARY anp FEBRUARY 2000, anb Has @vbifiondl INFORMGEON @Bov# ohHER
DEFBINEES FROM RELGHVES GND RESEARCH SHARED BY MEmoriaL. THE (PT vistep KHankaLa oN i4s sEconp
visit 4o HE NorfH (Aueasus N APRIL 2000; aLtHouGH i+ Has Not PuBLicLY DESCRTBED HHE NGHRE oF
FAciLiHiES USED FOR SUCH PURPOSES, i+ REPORYS Hiat 8s oF o+ Ledst APRIL 27, DEFATNEES CONFINVED
1o 82 HeL> Here.” Hluvan RicHis WatcH ReECEWVED maNY REPORES oF severe geakings ab KuankaLa,
OND ONE REPOR} OF REPE.

°Human Rights Watch interview with “Zina Salmanova” (not her real name), age
unknown, Ingushetia, April 18, 2000.

'"Human Rights Watch interview with doctor speaking on condition of anonymity,
Ingushetia, March 25, 2000.

52Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.

'33Detainees were in the custody, apparently of the Ministry of Internal Affairs or the
FSB.
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NONE oF HHE pEtaiNeEES HELD aF KHaNKALE wERE KEPH iN EVEN MINTMALLY dccePaBLe FAciLiHES.
Accorving o Hiree Huvan RigHis wWatel iNFERVIEWEES, PRISONERS af KiHankaLa iN Late Janvary
an> EARLY FEBRVARY WERE KEPH FoR DaYS IN PARKED, OVERCROWDED PRISONER RANSPORF VEHTCLES,
USVALLY MEANF +o HoLD DEFATNEES FOR SEVERAL HoWRS @+ most.”™ THEY WERE Given LHHLE 0R NoHIING
to 8t NP No SONTHARY FACILIHESTHE VEHTCLES REMAINED OVISTRE, iN HHE BIHHER €oLD, GND WERE
UNHEGHED, WOMEN WERE LSO HELD N CAGES ouisibe HiE vedieLes, incLuping  “Fativay Akumevova,”
wHo 8+ HE HiME Was STY MontHS PREGNAN' aND wHo folb Human Ricuts wated ofF HHRee ohER
wWoMEN kePE iN cages.  “Akumepova,” wHo @Rrived at KuHankala oN Janvary 28, vescrigep Hie
CHQES:

THe €BGE was sMaLL, HIERE waS @ BENCH, WE COWDN'Y RATSE OWR HEADS. THE €AGE was
oVdsTDE oN HHIE GROUND, LikE @ aqE For +iqers [af @ 700] aND T+ waS SNOWING. | was
GIVEN ONE PLastHc BoHLe with icg wilich | usep [8s pRINKING water] For +wo vays. |
WS GIVEN No Foob, GND was Not LEt out fo vse Hig toiLet.”

A} Ledst oNe Female was raPep af Kiankala. “AkHvEbova” DESCRIBED HER S @ FOLRIEEN—
YEBR—0LD GIRL, BUF GFFER LEARNING HER FWLL TOENHHY FRoM obER Sourees, Huvan Ricits watey
ASCERIATNED 1HAt SHE was NINEFEEN. Accorping fo “AKHMEDOVA,” $HE YOUNG woMaN SHARED @ cAGE
with HER INFERMIHENILY, AND f0LD HER SHE HAD BEEN RAPED:

SHe wals VEFAINED BEFORE | BRRIVED aF KHankaLa... THis airL, [aives Nave], was erouat
{0 ME FoR FivE 0R EN MiNUiES 8 @ #iME. SHE was 8rovGHE anp faken ovt fHRee +imes
at NigHt. SHE was kePt iN @ FENF, For HHREE DaYS, wHILE HHEY RAPED HER, OND RiPPED
HER CLotHES. THEN SHE was DRESSED IN MiLTHARY cLotiies anp +aken +o CHERNOKOTOVO ON
Janvary z1. SHE HERSELF S@ip SHE was RAPED, anp | Sdw HHE LoweER PaRE oF HER BobY
[her GENi#OL REGTON] COVERED IN BLOOD.. SHE was dlwdys kEPH IN HE fent, guf |
SOMEFIMES HEBRD HER SCREBMING. THEY BROVGHE HER HHE FIRSE +iME ON JONUBRY 29, anp
Yook HER ovt HReE fimEs. | et HER AGAIN TN CHERNOKoTOVO Later,™

B4These are “Magomed Kantiev,” “Salman Sulumov,” and Andrei Babitsky. In
colloquial Russian, this vehicle may be called GAZ 53, avtozak, or voronok. 1t is a truck,
with two compartments in the trailer that serve as holding cells.

3tuvan Ricits water inferview with “Fasivan Akivepova,” INGusHESia, Marell 7, 2000,

g,
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THe Russian HUMaN RiGHES oRGANTZAFION MEMORIAL, with HHE assistance of Human Ricts watey,
Locatep Hie QIRL @+ HER PARENES’ House IN ClEcinYg. HER sPsters folb MemoriaL at sHe Hav BeeN
ORRESIED ON JANVARY 24 GNP was DEFAINED FOR EiGHIZEN paYs, BUF Dib Not kNow wWHERE. THE
MeMORTAL RESEARCHER SO, BUE DD Not INFERViEW, HHE FRAUMAHIZED YOUNG WOMBN, wHo SVFFERS FROM
EPTLEPSY GND MBY BE MENFALLY iLL.”

Guards severely beat male inmates on the way into the prisoner-transport
vehicles, inside the vehicles, on the way to interrogations, and during interrogations.

“Movsar Larsanov,” who had been arrested on January 15 at the Staraia Sunzha
checkpoint outside Grozny, was transferred to Khankala with three other men; all
were beaten severely as they were loaded onto the prisoner-transport vehicle:

5"Human Rights Watch interview with Memorial researcher, Nazran, Ingushetia, May
15,2000. The victim apparently looks far younger than her nineteen years.
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They put sacks on our heads. We were sitting on the ground, I saw sacks
in their hands, then they put it over my head and tied it. I had my hands
behind my head, they grabbed me by the collar and said “be quick,” but it
was difficult. I heard them beat another one of the guys.... He lost a tooth
because of that. They beat me too, on the back of my head and on the
face, and then across my fingers [indicates across knuckles of the right
hand]. They kicked me. They beat all of us. Then we were put in a
prisoner transport vehicle.'*®

“Badrudi Kantaev” was held in Khankala only one day after his arrest in the
Chernorechiye district of Grozny on February 5, but by the end of May he still had
small scars under both his eyes, which he said were caused by a blow from a rifle
butt.

They beat me terribly.... They would just punch you, and say, “You damn
Chechen, why aren’t you falling over!” and then once they had beaten you
enough to fall down, they would say, “Why did you fall down, get up.” 1
was on my feet, and then they punched me, and when I fell, they then hit
me with a rifle butt, in the face."”

Interrogations took place in tents not far from the prisoner-transport vehicles.
“Salman Sulumov,” held in Khankala from January 28 to 31, was beaten before he
was ever asked a question.

I38iman Ricits WatcH iNtERViEw Wit “Movsar Larsanov,” INGUSHEHE, May 25, 2000,
'%*Human Rights Watch interview with “Badrudi Kantaev” (not his real name), aged
forty-nine, Ingushetia, May 26, 2000.
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I was taken to interrogation and shown into a tent.... When I entered I was
told to go up to the table with my hands behind my neck. I obeyed,
thinking they would just examine me ...then I felt a kick [from behind] in
my kidney. When I asked why they did this, they said I must not ask any
questions. They said that was only the beginning, that they would smash
my head with the guns. There were four of them in the room, they were all
armed with guns. They were not conscript soldiers, they were either
OMON or kontraktniki.'®

I said to the soldiers that if I had some information to give I would give it,
but that they didn’t need to beat me. They agreed.'®!

“Sultan Deniev,” who was arrested in Gekhi Chu on February 7 and detained at
Khankala until approximately February 11, described being tortured with a
soldering iron during interrogation. He showed Human Rights Watch a small scar,
which he said was from the burns he received. On February 10, guards took Deniev
from the prisoner transport vehicle to the interrogation tent:

[They made me] pull my sweater over my head so all I could see was his
boots, I couldn’t see his face. For ten minutes they beat me and took me
into some kind of tent. They stripped me to the waist and beat me again.
They slapped me with a [handgun] and used the soldering iron. They
burnt me on the hands, back and legs.'®*

An expatriate researcher who travelled to Gekhi Chu in April 2000 spoke to a man
there who had been detained at the same time as “Sultan Deniev.” His account

1Contract soldiers work on short-term military service contracts. Chechen civilians
usually describe Russian soldiers as being either srochniki—conscripts—or kontraktniki—
contract soldiers. Conscript soldiers are usually identifiable by their young age. Chechen
civilians typically use the blanket term “kontraktniki” for all other Russian forces.

161fman RicHts WatcH iNFERVIEW Wit “Salman Sulwov,” INQUsHERE, Fegruary 20, 2000.

192 Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Deniev,” Ingushetia, April 18, 2000.
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corroborated that of “Sultan Deniev,” including reports that men had been burned
with soldering irons while detained in Khankala.'®?

Although all former detainees interviewed by Human Rights Watch had been
held there in late January or early February, information from other sources
suggests that detainees were tortured for months thereafter. “Askerkhan
Umarkhanov,” a journalist, told Human Rights Watch that he accompanied staff of
the Russian Emergency Situations Ministry (MChS) on a visit to what appeared to
be a checkpoint within the Khankala military base on April 5. There, he viewed the
corpses of two men that bore signs of torture, and saw men being beaten there.

According to “Umarkhanov,” MChS had received a call on April 3, were told
that there were six men in detention at Khankala, and MChS should come “in a few
days.” On April 5, the MChS workers, accompanied by guards, collected two
bodies from Khankala:

183The researcher has requested anonymity. Nazran, Ingushetia, April 22, 2000.
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It was clear that they had been beaten. One had a broken arm, it was in a
wooden splint. They had been shot in the legs, both had black and blue
heels, from beating.... We wrote down a description of the bodies, the
color of the eyes, teeth, and so on, so the relatives could identify them.
They had been beaten very badly, when we lifted them, the spine [of one]
was broken, the body was flexible in strange places, not stiff like you
would expect a corpse to be.... We searched their pockets, behind their
ears, everywhere, to find notes or anything to document who they were.
But there was nothing.'®*

According to “Askerkhan Umarkhanov” the bodies of the victims were buried,
unidentified, by MChS in Alkhan-Kala, a village on the western outskirts of
Grozny.

Other Military Encampments

1®*Human Rights Watch interview with “Askerkhan Umarkhanov” (not his real name),
age unknown, Ingushetia, April 24, 2000.
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Human Rights Watch received reports of detainees being tortured at other
military encampments. Saipudin Saadulayev, aged thirty-nine, was a witness to
several killings in the Staropromyslovski district of Grozny, documented in an
earlier Human Rights Watch report.'® On January 22 or 23, soldiers brought him
and seven other detainees to a military camp in the Karpinsky district, near the
Russian Orthodox cemetery, and put them in a deep pit.'®® Hwan Ricuts Waten
INPEPENDENTLY LocHED ONE OF HHE oFHER SEVEN MEN, “AsLangek Dicdev,” wHo vEscrigep i as @
PLACE KNowN LocBLLY 8s Solyonaia BaLka: Bof MEN DESCRiBED HHE SOLDiERS SHAFioNED HIERE @S
FROM DIFFEREN' REGTONS aNp Notep Hiat at Ledst some oF Hem were OMON +RooPs.

SHorILY 8F1ER HHEY WERE PUF iN HHE PTH, @ SOLDIER ENFERED HHE PT# GND BEGAN BEAHING fHEM,
SBYING, “You DOGS, You SHEEP, YoU WERE KILLING OUR COMRADES. Now WE will SHow Youl”  QMON
1ROOPS WERE WOFCHING FRoM HHe +0P oF HHE Pit, LAUGHING. AF1ER HHE BEGFING, HHE SOLDTERS
ORDERED HIE MEN fo REMOVE HIETR HAtS AND POVRED water oN Hiem. “HF was cold anp | was wet
aLL ovER, aND FHE water BEGAN Yo FReEre,” <@ SaTPWIN SadpuLayev.

Accorving to “Astanegek Digaey,” HE SOLIERS ALso HREW HEAVY 0BIECHS onto HHE DEFBINEES
iN HE FREncH.  “THeY Pickep WP 8iq SHoNES anp DROPPED Hiem into HHE FRENCH, HHEY stRuck. us.
THE #RENCHES WERE FOUR MEFERS DEEP, i+ was aRoUND HE caMP. THEY $HREW BIQ STONES, ONE Hit ME
oN HHe vem.”

THE Neyt vay, HHE ETGHF MEN WERE LoBDED onto @ #RuCk, HANPCVFFED PAINFULLY fo HIE RETLING.

THEY WERE HakeEN +0 ONOHIER MILTFARY COMP BEHWEEN (ROINY OND ARGUN WHERE FHEY WERE DE+AINED
IN @ WIRE €AGE ON HHE BACk OF @ PRISONER +RANSPORY VEHICLE FoGEHIER with NINE OFHER MEN. THE
MEN WERE BRIEFLY QUESHONED BY @ Russian ofFicial BeFoRE BEING Put Back oN e #Ruck: “ was
VERY €oLb iN HIE FRUCK, EVEN WORSE HAN iN HHE PiE. OUR Books wWERE wet., WE Hab fo stanp VP
[Because 7 was so cRowbED], BUF HHE RoOF wits 400 Low o stanp straicut.” At 2:00 am, @
GROVP OF SOLDIERS CAME OND BEGH SOME OF HHE MEN, PUNCHING +HEM GNP USTNG RUBBER BATONS,
FaING fwo MEN'S LEGHIER codts BEFORE LEAVING: “THE wWHOLE NiGHF wE HAD $0 waRM EACH OHHER,
SHARING ONE Jacket,” SaiPwin Saap\Laev saiv. THE Neyt pay, SAavWLaey MANAGED +o SECWRE His
RELEASE BY PROMISING +0 REFRN H0 (ROINY fo #RY 40 HELP Finp @ Missing Russian solpier. Fowr
oF HE ETGHIEEN MEN WERE RELEASED FoGEHHER witH SaTPWiN Sadvuldev. “Diqdev” anv HHe ofHer
S MEN FRoM KBRPINKY WERE HIEN FRANSFERRED +o CHERNOKOTOVO.

183Civilian Killings in the Staropromyslovski District of Grozny,” 4 Human Rights
Watch Short Report, vol. 12, no. 2(D), February 2000. The testimony of Saadulayev can be
found on pages 10 and 11 of that report.

1% This incident happened soon after a Russian general had been killed by Chechen
fighters. Although Saipudin Saadulayev reports the date as January 22, “Aslanbek Digaev”
and relatives of the other Karpinky detainees said the men were arrested on January 23.

'®"Human Rights Watch interview with “Aslanbek Digaev,” Ingushetia, May 16, 2000.

18 uman Rights Watch interview with Saipudin Saadulaev, Ingushetia, February 4,
2000.
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SOLPTERS ROVHINELY DEFGIN GND GBUSE civiLians aF MILTHaRY Positions. “Kuamzat vakwev” was
faken o @ FiELd BefweEN SERTHEN YWRE GNb SHALT GFFER HE was DEFAINED oN APRIL 29, iN HHE
WaKE oF aN aHack oN @ convoy IN HHE R e aND FOLR oFHER DEFGINEES WERE kePH iN HE
FIELD OVERNTGHF, HANDCUFFED aND witl HIETR FEEY HED +oGEHIER with wWiRE.

1Human Rights Watch interview with “Khamzat Vakuev,” May 26, 2000.
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THey 8@+ us vERY oFtEN. AS SooN @S HHEY DRANK, HHEY would B2a+ Us. THEY HumiLiaten
\S.... THEY wolld PU HIER FINGERS RiGHE +o OVR NoSES, anp FLick it THERE was No
INFERROGAFON. THEY Just askep QUESHONS, HHEY wanteD ME +o ConFESS fo Haking Part
iN HHe aHack oN HiE convoy, BUF HHEY KNEw | WaSN'} @ FiGHIER.... At fiiE FiELD fiere
WERE ONLY SOLDYERS, No 0FHER PRISONERS. THEY HAVE Pits HHERE, BUF HiEY DioN'+ PUt mE
iN @ Pif. THERE WERE So MANY SOLDiERS HHERE Hiat HHEY DN+ NEED fo GUARD S, |
1RiED Not +0 MovE BROUND, | was 4RYING o staY with HHE ONES wHo HOD OLREGDY BEGHEN

o 170

ME, S0 | WoULDN'Y BE BEATEN AGAIN.

THe FoLLowing pay “Kuamzat Vakvev” was SEPARAtED FRoM HHE OHIER MEN, PUE iN @ FRUCk, aND +aKEN
10 ANOHHER MILTHARY ENCOMPMENE NEGR ERSENOT, WHERE HE was Put iN @ #RENCH. “EVERYWHERE HHERE
WERE RENcHES. THeY Pub ME SN @ 4RENCH SN ERSENOT.. IN ERSENOT | was Not Bedten verY
VioLENILY, Just @ LiHLe giF. WHEN | was iN HHE #RENCH, HHIEN PASSING SOLDiERS €an kick You or
SLaP You, @s ey Lk Wien Human RicHis watcd intERviEwEp “Vakuev,” HE was SEEKING
meDicaL REGIMENS TN INGUSHEF®: HE HAP BEEN HoSPiHALIZED FOLLOWING HiS RELEASE BECAUSE HE was
COVGHING BLOOD, HE WS 8LSO DIAGNOSED witH PROLAPSED KiDNEYS, @ CoNpifioN dssociaten with He
EFFects ofF severe geatings.”

01pid.
pid.
71pid.
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ST MEN DEFAINED TN TSoFsIN YWRE ON APRIL 27 WERE 8LSO HELD iN @ COVERED PH FOR Five
DS, Two oF HHE MEN WERE REMOVED FRoM HHE FACILTHY oN MBY 2, GND WERE LEFY 8Y HHE STOE OF
HHE RoBD, SEVERELY iNJURED FRoM $HE SLL—IREGIMENT OND HARSH CONDTHIONS SN wHiCH FHEY Hav BEEN
HeLp, ONE, THEBTR TURPALKHANOY, BTED @ HALF HoWR GFYER HE BRRIVED HOME. ALHHOVGH No ButoPSY was
PERFORMED, His RELAHVES BELTEVE +HE BEAFINGS GNP HARSH CoNpiFions N DEFENFION WERE @
CONIRTBUEING FACHOR, SF Not HHE causE, of His vEAL” THE OMHER, AKHMED ABWEY, wHo SWRVIVED,
geLievep at e PATR Hab BEEN LEFE FOR DEGD. HlE was INFERVIEWED BY HHE Local HEAD oF
MINTSIRAFHON ON @ ViDEOTAPE PREPARED BY VILLAGERS, IN wiicH HE saiv HHat HE was SEVERELY
BEAHEN witH FRUNCHEONS, 0N saBBED witH 8 LARGE SKEWER +YPicalLLy Vsep iN HHE REGiON FoR
sHisi—kegas. On e vivEotaPE, AKHMED ABWEV SHows PARES OF HiS BoDY WHERE HE waS SNJVRED:
CLEGRLY ViSTBLE OGRE SHAB—LIKE wWOUNDS NEBR His RIGHF SHOULDER GND ON BOFH SHINS, NP @ wOUND
1ot aPPedrRed fo BE OGN 8BRASTON ON fHE LEFF SHIN. IN @vpitioN, His RiGHF UPPER dRM GPPEARED
BRUISED.  JHEBIR TWRPALKHANOV'S BobY iS LSO SHowN ON HHE VibEOHAPE: ALHHOVGH HHE BobY was
CoveEReED wiHH @ sHeed, wHat GPPEAReED 40 BE BRUISING waS ViSiBLE oN His LEFY coLLargone.”
Accorping o @ RELAFIVE, BEFORE HE DiED JHEBTR TURPALKHANOV S@i> HHat ALHHOUGH BLINDFOLDED, HE
BELTEVED +HE Pi+ WHERE HHEY WERE HELD was iN @ MiLTHARY ENCAMPMENT BECAVSE HE FREQUENFLY HEBRD
HELicoPHERS +aKING OFF anp LANDING.”

QfHer Ab—Hoc Dedention Centers

JoLstoy Yirs

A¥ Least oNe BUILDING oF HHE “NGD” ofL REFINERY oulsipe Tolstoy YrE was usep as @
pEfENFTON CENJER FRoM aF Least EarLy Fegruary untiL Fegruary 16, Former vetainees pescrigen Hig
FaciLity 8s @ “BaseMent” or @ “HALF EARMEN" SIRUCHRE, witl ONE LARGE RooM WHERE dLL Hig
DEAINEES WERE HELD. UPON RELEASE, ONE DEFAINEE was GiVEN @ cerfiFicate fjat Nvicater Huat
He FaciLity wos UNDER HHE QUHHORTHY oF HHE MiNiSIRY oF Juskice, 8t LEast DURING HHE FiME oF His
pEfENFION FRoM FEBRVARY 7 40 167 However, at fuat $iMe HHe MiNisIRY of Justice cLaivep fiat
CHERNOKOTOVO was HIE ONLY DEFENFION FACILTHY iN CHECHNYA UNDER Tfs aulioriHY.”  “SuLtan

"Human Rights Watch interview with Tahir Turpalkhanov, aged thirty-seven,
Nazran, Ingushetia, May 15, 2000. Tahir Turpalkhanov’s account of events was supported
by a video made by a resident of Tsotsin Yurt, who filmed some of the alleged vandalism,
interviewed several witnesses as well as a released detainee.

"*Home videotape filmed by a villager from Tsotsin Yurt on May 1 and 2, 2000, given
to Human Rights Watch on May 15, 2000 by Tahir Turpalkhanov.

">Human Rights Watch interview with Tahir Turpalkhanov, Nazran, Ingushetia, May
15, 2000.

1761Syltan Deniev” allowed Human Rights Watch to photograph this certificate.

""Deputy Minister of Justice Kalinin was cited on February 7, 2000 as saying “the
only detention center in Chechnya which operates at present is located in the settlement of
Chernokozovo in the Naursky region.” Vladimir Nuyakshev and Yevgeniy Sobetskiy,
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DENTEY,” wHo HAb INTHALLY BEEN aRRESHED TN GEKHT CHV oN FEBRUARY 7, was FRaNSFERRED 4o ToLstoy
Yurt or @Rounp FeBraRY 1. e foLb Human Riqts wWatel Hiat DURING TNFERROGAHON HHERE, HE OND
ONOHIER MAN, @ BOYER wHo HAD ALSo BEEN FRANSFERRED FRoM KHANKALA, WERE BEGHEN aND FHREGHENED
with SUMMARY EYECUHION:

1 was @ 8iq BUILDING, HALF—EARIH, OND WE SOw GaS STOVES AND BEDS GND @ CROWD OF
PEOPLE. THERE wWERE FiFHY FRoM SHaaMi YURY HHERE, AND 4EN OR MORE FROM DFFERENY
Par{s aND HHEN FWENTY OR MBYBE MORE OF WS, So iN fofal EigHiY. H was cLean witd
Gas stoves anv gevs, anp | Hovgut fHat fey woulo g2 More Hwmane [Hian ot
Kuankaral.”™

THe First vaY NOMING HAPPENED, HHE SECOND DAY WE WERE FINGERPRINIED aND
PHotoqRAPHED, 8GaIN [HHERE was] INFERROGBHON.... THEY fook @ Makarov GUN anp BEaH ME
SEVERAL HiMES. e Was cLose o BREBKING MY HAND, HE was Hwisting i+ so Harp. Me
anp s Bover [WeRe Haken fo 82 INteRRoGatED 8t HHe save +ime]l [AFterwarps,] Hie
BOYER waS PIFFiCWLE +0 RECOGNTZE, HE WS RED BLL OVER GNP 7+ was PiFFicuLt For Him 4o
SHAND VP, He waS BEGHEN SO BODLY...

“Chechnya: Punishment Administering Bodies Restored,” Itar-Tass/World News Connection,
February 7, 2000.
78 Human Rights Watch interview with “Sultan Deniev,” Ingushetia, April 18, 2000.
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THEN HHEY P ME ON @ wall, anp s@iv, “IN fHe Nave of #Hg Russian Feveration,
BccorRPING 40 ARFicLE 208 You will B2 sHot.” THis was iN HHE SECOND INFERROGAHION. |
saip, “OK my LiFE 7S IN YouR HANDS.” | Just KNEw NOFHING would HELP. THen HHey ot
MORE ANGRY GND S0, “WHAE, PON'+ You want $o LivE, aRe You @ Fanatic?”™

AF1ER BEING HHREGIENED witH EYECUFioN, “Sudan Deniev” was REFRNED fo FHE RooM with HE
garracks. |l was reLeaser on Fegruary 16,

Tolstoy YWY HeLo BotH FiGHIERS aND CiviLians. AMONG HHE LaHER WERE  MEDiCAL
ProFESSIoNALS  (INCLWING #HE CHECHEN MINISHER OF neal-m) wHo Hap LEFE (ROINY DVRING HHE
GENERAL EVACVAEION oF HIE CAPTHAL BY GHECLEN FiqHtERs N £8RLY Fegruary.” A FoR#Y—FouR—YEGR—
oLD PEDTAIRTCIAN SUSHITNED BROKEN RiBS @S @ RESWH oF e Beatings at ToLstoy Yurt, ALttowaH He
canNot fRAVEL oUESiDE CHECHNYA BECAUSE IS DOCUMENES WERE Not REFURNED f0 HiM WHEN HE was
RELEGSED, luman RiGHts WateH was 8BLE fo INFERViEW His STSHER, +0 wHoM HE HAD SPOkeN F GRea+
LenGHH @gout His DEFENFTON. SHE Folb Human Ricits wate Hat aFFER HE was DEFATNED IN (ROINY,
RussiaN soLpiers 4ol HiM HE would BE SENt 0 HHE URvs—MarIaN HosPifal, foGetHER witH HE
WOUNDED, INSHEDD, HOWEVER,

179 1bid.
180 1hid.
181 Apter Being HELD IN ToLstoy YWRE FoR SEVERAL baYS HHEY WERE HRONSFERRED 0 CHERNOKOTOVO.
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Trey Passep URus—MarFan anp went 4o ToLstoy Yurd, anp i+ was at Hiat Point Hat [my
BROHIER] REALTZED Hat HIEY WERE BEING HAKEN +0 PRISON, Not HE HosPHaL. THERE wERE
many [Russian] ceneraLs HHERE, anp aLso [Russian] JovrNaLists. THEY WERE HHRowN o
oF Hie Bus aNp BEAdEN, At Hat FivE, o oF [MY BROMER’S] Rigs WERE BROKEN. 1# was
VERY DAMP aNb fHeY sPENt HHe NiGHE HHEReg, fHis was IN @ sort oF sasements 110
PEGPLE WERE COUNIED, GNP FOWR DIED DURING HHE NIGHF.  THERE WERE HWENFY PHYSTCTANS,
e Rest WERE CiviLians FRom HE HosPifaL.”

“LeyLa Saigafova’s” HusBaND was HHE DRIVER oF @ BUS FRANSPOREING HHE woUNDED anp HiE
MEDTCAL PERSONNEL, SHE SBID HER HUSBAND HAP GLSo BEEN HELD FOR @ SiMiLAR +imMe iN ToLstoy
Yuwrt  Hluvan RicHbs Wated saw anp BRIEFLY SPOKE with HE FAHHER OF @ hwENEY—ONE—YEAR—0LD
MAN WHo HAD BEEN aMONG HE FIGHIERS @S HHEy LEF+ ALkHAN—KALa, HE ALSo SAT> HE was HELD FoR @
week N ToLstoy YwrE BEFORE BEING FRANSFERED +0 CHERNOKOTOVO OND HHIEN f0 oHHER DEFENFION
centers.™

JHE INSERNOE IN URUS—MARFIN'

A FORMER BOBRDING SCHooL FOR GIRLS 7S ONE OF FHREE ACKNOWLEDGED DEJENITON CENFERS N
He URvs—Marian vistrict™  DWiNG HE iNIERWAR PERTOD HIE Sclool SERVED @S @ RELiGioUS
EPUCATONAL CENFER; T4 \was BpAP4ED FoR VSE s @ DEFENFION FACiLiEY aF+Er RussiaN FORCES ASSUMED
controL oF URus—Martan, From af Ledst Janvary 2000. Accorping fo HHREE FORMER NFERNGE

"2Human Rights Watch interview with “Roza Yandieva” (not her real name), aged
twenty-eight, Ingushetia, 22 April, 2000.

' Human Rights Watch interview with “Leyla Saigatova,” Ingushetia, April 12, 2000.

" Human Rights Watch interview, May 6, 2000.

8 Internat is the Russian term for an orphanage or boarding school.

1% Detainees in Urus-Martan are also held at the district police station, and at the local
FSB department. See, “Second visit to the North Caucasus by the European Anti-Torture
Committee,” CPT press release, May 2, 2000. Available at www.cpt.coe.int.
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DEFAINEES iNFERVIEWED BY Huwvan Ricuts Watcd, fe Penza OMON Hav jmmediafe  commanp
RESPONSTBILIYY oF HIE FaciLiy N JANWBRY ano FEBRUARY, WHEN HHE GBUSES wWE DOCWENF WERE
commiHeD, THE MULE—SHORY BUILDING 7S SURROUNDED BY 8 FENCE with STONS INDicating HHat Hig ared
7s MiNED." THE INFERNGH BECAME NOFORIOUS EGRLY ON FOR THS FiLHY CONDTHONS 8NP FOR HIE BBUSE OF
DEFATNEES HELD OND INFERROGAIED HHERE: HHE PHYSICAL CONDIFIONS TMPROVED SomEWHAF 8F+ER MarcH
2000, But ABUSE PERSTSHED, AMNESH INFERNGHIONAL INFERVIEWED w0 RELEGSED DEFATNEES WHO WERE
JoRMRED N HIE INFERNGH ONE MAN was BRUFALLY GANG—RAPED.” DVRING HER APRIL visit 4o
CHeeunyd, UN. HiaH Commissioner For Human Rigits Mary RoBINSON SoUGHH GND was DENTED dccess fo
fHe FaciLity.

“lssa Jacovev,” N URvs—Martan, REPORIED fHat HE was HELD BY HHE “Penzd OMON” From
Janvary 20—26, 2000, He said HERE was No HEBF GNP No PLACE fo sLegp:

"®"Human Rights Watch telephone interview with Le Monde journalist Natalie
Nougayrede, May 31, 2000.

188 Amnesty International press release, “Russian Federation: Continuing torture and
rape in Chechnya,” 8 June 2000.
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For siy vays, Hley Let ME Go fo HE JoTLEF ONLY ONE #iME, T was HIE SAME For g
oHERS. WE WERE HHiRIEEN PEOPLE §N @ swalL ceLL, $UREE BY FIVE MEFERS... I+ was
iMPOSSTBLE 40 stanp SHLL BeCAusE ofF HHE colp, | HAv fo0 JWMP aND RWN o KEEP wWaRM.
WE COWDN'} SLEEP BECAUSE HHERE WaS ONLY HHE CONCREFE FLOOR. THERE waS @ WOODEN
BENCH, BUF 74 was iMPosSTBLE fo SLEEP. ReLatives wERE ALLOWED 0 BRING Foob, BUt HiE
Russians woulp kEEP aLL HHE Foob For HemseLves.”

“lssa Jacovev” was Not BeateN wHLE aF e FaciLity, aLfouaH HE Stw ofHER MEN BE BEATEN.

THey Hake You ouF ONE BY ONE, MBKE You SPREBD YOWR LEGS GNP PUNCH You iN HHE EYE. A
BiG QW SHaNDS HHERE, OND FHEY SURROUND You witH automatics wHiLE HHE B ONE BEGHS
You, WHILE You @RE HAONDCVFFED. | was Not Beaten, vt | saw +HE ofHERS BETNG
BEAEN...THEY wolld BEaY Hrem anp make Hem Lie on e [colp] conerete For HowRs...”

“Au URuskHaNov” was pEFBiNED aF HiE iNtERNG FrRoM FEBRUARY 29 40 Mared 4, 2000, witd
TWENIY—ESGHE MEN TN @ CELL MEBSURING ONLY BPPROYIMAJELY 2.5 BY FOUR 0R FivE meters.” As soon
as He arrived, “URsHukianoy” Hav +o “RuN e GawiLet” oF geatings:

" Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Zagoyev” (not his real name), aged
twenty-three, Ingushetia, April 8, 2000.
1907,
Ibid.
"'Human Rights Watch interview with “Abu Uruskhanov” (not his real name), aged
thirty, Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.
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WHEN WE WERE fRANSFERRED, HIERE WERE SEVERAL [PRISONER #RANSPORF vEHicLes] FULL,
THeY OPENED HHE DOOR GNP SOMEONE SBD, “GE+ ouk.” THERE was @ corribor [qauntLet]
ano OMON WERE LINING BofH SiDES. WHEN You Passed +HRoVGH HHiS CORRIDOR, You Got
BEGHEN SOME witH cLuBS, SomE kickep us. THERE WERE @Bout SEVENHY OF US. WHEN |
Passep, HHeY saiv, “RWN,” BECAWSE F You DiDN# MovE Fast You gust Got BEGFEN MORE.
So WE RAN into FHE INFERNGE. THERE was @ 81 HALL, HiEY PUE US ON OUR KNEES, with
OUR HANDS BEHIND OWR HEADS FACING HHE wall. WE Hab +o stay +Hat way FoR MoRE 4Han
AN How. BUF §F You Got 4iRED, You €oulb LTE DowN ON YoWR stomacy, SF You DipN'+ Have
He sRencHH fo kneel.  But HE FLOOR was CONCREFE—TH waS wiNFER, OND VERY

colb. 192

“ABv URvskHankov” was BeateN SEVERAL +iMES with @ CLUB DURING His FiRst INFERROGAFION,
OND wats HIREGFENED with FORFRE ON ONoHHER occasion. HE +olo Human Riguts watey Hiat severaL
otERS DEFATNED witH HiM HAD BEEN SEVERELY INJVRED BECQUSE oF BEGHINGS.

“ILyas Makumavov” was petaiNgd 8t HE INFERNGY FRoM APRIL 5 40 15, 2000, lfe peEScrigeD g
CONPTHIONS 8S STONTFTCANILY LESS CROWDPED—FHE NUMBER OF PEQPLE N His CELL FLUCHVAIED BEFWEEN
S anp fen. g also veserigeD HE CELL 8S BEING LiCE—iNFESIED, witl PLANK BEDS anp @ Bucket
N HHE COoRNER f0 USE 8s @ foiLed: HERE WERE No BAHHING FaciLifes.

“ILyas MakHMapov” was BEGHEN DURING His FirRst INFERROGAHON IN ON OFFicE at g INFERNGY,
OND SUBSEQUENTLY HIREAIENED. ON ONE 0CCASTON, HE was FORCED fo si¥ @t @ +ABLE witH His Hanps
cLasPED BEHIND His NECK FOR GPPROYIMHELY 0 HOVRS, OND waS BEAFEN witH RUBBER #RUNCHEONS ON
Hie Back oF His NECK aND ON HHE $0P oF His HANDS. AFFER Hat QUESHONING BEGAN. “THEY WERE
Maskep, +wo oF HHEM, N POLICE WNIFoRM. THE SAME ONES QUESHONED ME @S HAP BEBFEN ME. | CouLb
RECOGNTIE FHEM BY HHETR VOICES. THEY HHOVGHE | woWLD NEVER GUESS wHo $HEY WERE, BUF ON OHHER
DaYs, HHEY WALKED BROUND witiout masks.”™  “Makimavov” was aLso BEGIEN BY QUARDS iN His CELL:

Tie First fwo vavs, HHE SOBR™ ano OMON Hav PN wit Us.  THEY wolld oPEN g CELL,
NP w0 OR HIREE OF HEM wOULD COME N, THEY woULD LINE US VP GND HAVE SOME KiND
OF contESE, WHOEVER Wit f1E HARDESE wasS FHE wiNNER. [F HIEY Hit VS aND wE FELL
POWN, FHEY woULd @PPLAW. THE oFHER PRISONERS iN MY CELL JoLb ME fat BEFORE | came

2Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Zagoyev,” Ingushetia, April 8, 2000.

' Human Rights Watch interview with “Ilyas Makhmadov” (not his real name), aged
thirty-one, Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.

1%4Spetsialnyi otriad bystrogo otreagirovanii, or rapid reaction forces.
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Hiiis HAPPENED EVERY DAY, BUF wHEN | Got HIERE, Hilis HAPPENED ONLY For [@ PERiop oF]
FOWR OR FIVE bays.”

1’ Human Rights Watch interview with “Ilyas Makhmadov,” Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
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ON aNotHER occasion, “Makimavoy” was BEFEN wHILE STANDING aqainst @ waLl. “THeY Foreep
ME fo LEON aGaiNst T, with MY HaNDS ON HHE wallL dBove MY HEdp. ANd HHey kickep ME anp
PuNcHED ME HHat way. THEY wolkp bo i DWRING HHE FirsH Fvo 0R FHREE vaYs, HiEN HHEY LEFY ME
ALone.”™  As @ RESULE oF HHE BEGEINGS, FOR @ wEEK BFIERWARDS HHE Back oF “Makumavov’s” Neck
WaS SWOLLEN, OGN HE was UNGBLE EvEN +o FURN His Hedp. HE aLso Hav PAIN AND BRUISING ON His
kiPNEYS.

AF1ER RELBHVES OF SEVENFEEN—YER—OLD SA7D VisBEV saw Him faken away, HHeY went fo HiE
iNFERNGF ON FEBRUARY 10 f0 SEE WHEHIER HE was DEFAINED HERE anb 40 #RY 0 BRIBE oFFicials o
RELEASE HiM. A woMON GPPRoBCHED HIE RELAFTVES aND Gave fHem @ 7P 4Hat HHE BobY oF @ BoY Hab
BEEN FOUND iN HHE BOTLER Room oF HIE URUs—MartaN HosPHaL. THERE, HHE RELAFIVES Founp HHE BobY
oF Saiv \isaev.

THE FACE wWaS UNRECOGNTIABLE—WE TOENETFIED HiM BY His EYEBROWS anp socks. His movty
WOS SWOLLEN, His RIGHF EYE waS SWOLLEN, His LEFE EYE was MiSSING and HHE gack ofF
His Hed> was sMasHep. HHis HANDS wERE BLooBiED. THE BoY'S UNCLE S@id HIERE was 8 Bid
HoLE SN fHe Back oF Wis HEAD—HE SUsPEctS §4 waS BASHED IN BY @ BaYoNet. | sdw
BRUISES ON His cHest, LARGE BRuises.”

Human Ricits WateH was UNGBLE $0 CONFIRM WHEHHER Saib ViSAEY SWFERED HHESE LEHHAL wWOUNDS N
Hie iNtErRNGY OR IN ANoHHER FAciLiy SN URus—Marian.

WHeN #He UN. HigH Commissionegr For Human Rigits, Mary RoBiNsoN, visitep CHECHNYA oN APRIL
3, 2000, SHE REQUESIED, BUF was DENGED, dccess fo HE internal”  TiE First visit gy
INFERNGHONAL MONTHORS o HIE FACTLIHY oF wHicH Human Ricits Watel is aware is g CPT, iN mib—
APRIL”  “ILyas Makumavov” BeLieved Hjat HHE QUARDS SIOPPED BEAKING SNIERNGY SNMAtES BECAUsE

*Human Rights Watch interview with “Ilyas Makhmadov,” Ingushetia, May 13,
2000..

"Human Rights Watch interview with Fatima Umarova, aged 40, Ingushetia, March
16, 2000.

8Daniel Williams, “U.N. Rights Chief Blocked From Chechen Sites; Russians
Prevent Inspection Of Areas of Suspected Atrocities,” Washington Post, April 3, 2000.

°CPT Press Release, “Second visit to the North Caucasus by the European Anti-
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HHey Hav RECEWVED INFORMBFTON FHAF REPRESENIAHVES oF @ “HWMAN RIGHES CoMMiSSTON” WERE
eYPectep; 7 is PossigLe At HHE commissioN REFERRED 40 was Hig CPT™°

LocaL PoLice Stations or Commanp Posts, anv ABUSE SN TRansi#

RussiaN FORCES oF4EN USE PoLice stations as FACTLiiES For PROLONGED DEFENFTON, STNCE Most
ORE EQUIPPED with FEMPORARY HOLDING CELLS. N SOME, CROWDED CONDTHONS OVER LONG PERiODS
RENDERED fHEM TNHUMANE, OND DEFATNEES FREQUENFILY REPORIED HHat HHEY WERE BEGHEN OND fLL—
1REBIED WHILE DEFATNED.

Torture Committee,” Strasbourg, May 2, 2000.
2%Hyuman Rights Watch interview with “Ilyas Makhmadov,” Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
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MaNY DEFAINEES wHo WERE GRRESHED TN JANVARY anp £6RLY FEBrRUaRY 2000 were +aken to g
Police station (aLso usep as HHE Local commane Post, oR komeEwpdAURA) TN INOMENSKOYE BEFORE
BEING FRANSFERRED $0 CHERNOKOTOVO OR RELEASED. HuMan RigHEs WatcH INIERVIEWED NINE PEGPLE
WHo HAD BEEN DEHAINED AND/OR INTHALLY QUESHONED HIERE SN Mib—fo Late Janvary.”’

“ALiMKHAN VisBEY” was BRRESHED N LAFE JANVARY TN NORHIERN CHECHNYA, OND was BRoVGHE o
INGMENSKOYE Wit HHTREY OHHER MEN ROUNDED VP iN His +owN. HE SPENF FOUR paYs 8 INGMENSKOYE,
ENPWRING BEAFINGS UPON BRRIVAL aND SN His cELL, iE SHARED @ PoLice Lock—UP MEANH FOR +wo wit
SEVEN oHER DEtiNEES: *7

[AFtER We BRRIVED 8% INAMENSKOYE] WE WERE KEPH oUESTDE TN HIE €oLd FOR +wo HoWRS
witH OUR HANDS RATSED OND FHE 8BUSES BEGAN HHEN. [F You MOVED, You wERE BEGHEN witH
RIFLE BUIS OR Kickep. | was BEGFEN SPORADICALLY, BEAIEN OnD Kickep., WE WERE BEBIEN
BY @80Vt HEN PEOPLE, ONE wis VERY HALL, 880Ut f1vo MEFERS OND HEAWY. | sdw HHE Face
OF ONE GVARD, wHo ook OFF MY MusLimM HAt—E WERE Not ALLoweD o Look GRowND at
e otERS—HE was faLL, Fat, over HHiRHY YEBRS oLD OND N COMOWFLAGE WNiFoRM. |
HEARD HHEY WERE YoLGoaRa> OMON....

WE WERE KEPH OVISTDE FOR $1w0 HOVRS GNP HIEN ... WE WERE COLLED oUF ONE BY ONE FOR
INFERROGAHON.

AFHER BETNG TINFERROGATED, “\iSBEV” WS FRANSFERRED +0 @ +EMPORARY HOLPING CELL N @ SEPaRatE
BUILDING:

No fHRedts WERE MAPE iN HHE PoLice vEPARIMENF, BUf aF1ER wWE wWERE faken fo
[+eMPoRaRY HOLDING CcELLS] HIE BEQHINGS BEGON.... THERE WERE EfGHE PEOPLE SN @ CELL
FOR Fwo, WE PU HE BEDS 0GEHIER GNP FOUR SLEPY ON HHE BEDS, FOWR ON HHE CONCREYE
FLOOR.

P!Most provided little detail about the conditions of their detention in Znamenskoye,
the bulk of the interview focusing on the subsequent abuses in Chernokozovo.

22T protect “Visaev's” identity, we do not disclose the name of the town where he
was detained.

2uman Ricits WakeH inHERviEw wit “ALivkian Visaey,” INGusHEda, Mared 22, 2000,
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Fowr PeoPLE INtERVIEWED BY Human Rigiis Watcl, ALL oF wHoM WERE GRRESHED 8F HLETR HoMES SN
GRoZNY ON FEBRUARY 4, WERE HELD N INOMENSKOYE OVERNTGH BEFORE BEING +RANSFERRED 0
CHERNOKOTOVO.  DVRING FHE JOURNEY, fw0 OF HHEM REPORIED, HHEY WERE 4REGHED TNHUMANELY, FORCED
to Lie oN +0P oF ONE ONOHHER, wHiCH NEGRLY SVFFocatep fHose @t HE BoHom oF HE PiLe. “ALf
BaTGIRAEY” was FRANSFERRED oN FEBRVARY 5 FRoM INGMENSKOYE fo CHERNOKOZOVO:

[Tiirdy—two oF us] were Haken FURHER oN @ Bus [JAT 53, PRiSONER—IRANSPORF
VEHTELE], LobED ON +0P OF EaCH OHER LIKE Logs. THE ONES wHo WERE UNDERNEGHH WERE
SCREAMING, HHEY WERE SHoRY oF BREAH. IF fHE ONES ON +0P MOvED, $HE SOLDIERS Hit Him
With @ GWN.  WHEN wE ORRIVED & CHERNOKOTOVO..4Wo PEGPLE UNDERNEGH WERE
UNCONSCiovs.  THEY Just pRAGGED HHem oud.™™

“Yakve Tasvev,” who was +RANSFERRED a4 e same +ime as “ALi Baiairaey,” pescriged HiE SAME
iNeivENt fo Huvan Ricits wWatal: “Tiey Logvep aLL HHiRFY—Hwo PEGPLE iNFo ONE SMALL VEHTCLE FOoR
FRANSPORING FIVE OR S PEOPLE, 7 was @ GAT 53 FOR 1RANSPORFING HHE ORRESTED. WE WERE
LOGDED ON +0P OF ONE ANOHEER.”™  ALHHoWGH NETHIER “BaTqiraey” NoR “Tasuev” REPORIED How LONG
HE JoRNEY LastED, oHER INFERVIEWEES FRANSFERRED FRoM INGMENSKOYE ON oHHER pays sdiv ot
e 1RiP fook APPROYIMBFELY ONE HOWR.

Human RigHts Watel Has RECEIVED fSoL@teD REPORFS OF OMIER POLiCE SHAFIONS OR COMMAND
Posts WHERE DEFAINEES GRE ABUSED PHYSicALLY. “RizvaN \iSONGTRIEY,” FOR EYAMPLE, was DEFATNED
FRoM MaReH 3 4o MareH 4 at He SHaRoPRoMYSLovskS command Post SN GROINY, FoGEFHER with His
SON GNP FWELVE ofER MEN. HE was BE@tEN UPON ENFRY fo HHE FACILIHY, GAUNILEI—SPLE, Also
Later oN @+ NigHt.

2Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev,” Ingushetia, February 21, 2000.
2Human Rights Watch interview with “Yakub Tasuev,” Ingushetia, February 21,
2000.
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THat NiGHt ey ook s ovF ONE BY ONE, PUF HANDCUFFS ON Us, aNb BEGH vs.  THe
SOLDTERS WERE OLL DRUNK. At @Bovt 11:00 P, orR MiDNIGHE, FHEY fook ME oUW, covERED
MY HEGD with MY JAcket so | couloN't sgg anvHIING. THEY HHREw ME iNFo @ RooM with
SEVEN OR EfGHF PEOPLE N 4. | was Faken ot oF HHE ceLL iNFo HHE CORRTDOR aND HHEY
PUE ON HINDCVFFS. [N HHE RooM, FHREE MEN BEGF ME UNCONSCioUS. THEY PUNCHED anp
kickep me, Beat ME with Batons anp RiFLE Buts. THey saio, “You kiLLep oVR PEGPLE, You
are 8 [regel] Ficufer.” 1 was paRK aND HHEY WERE BEAFING ME FRom aLL sbes. |
COUDN't SEE wHo HIEY WERE, | was RYING Ho uive [Protect] My Face, Tie geating
Lastep For B0Vt @ HALF HOVR. THEY BE@H mME UNHIL | FELL OvER, HHEN HELD ME UP UNHIL |
CAME ROUND OND BEAF ME 8QAIN. THIS HAPPENED ONCE 0R hwicE. | was SHLL UNCONSCiovs
WHEN gy took ME Back +o HiE cELL™

“ViSANGTRTEY” ND HiS SON WERE RELEGSED HIE FoLLOWING PaY GF4ER TNFERVENFION BY CHECHENS Loval
o BisLan GantiMirRov, @ PRo—Moscow CHECHEN LEADER. PRioR +o His, “Visanairiev” saiv, He Hav fo
SIGN @ ForRM sHAFING +Hat PROPERFY CONFISCAIED FRoM HiM HA> BEEN REFURNED GND HHat HE HAP No
coMPLAINES aqainst HHE Police.

SoME FORMER DEFBINEES TNFERVIEWED BY Human Ricubs watcl wERE UNBBLE fo foENHFY HHE
LocdtioN WHERE HHEY WERE KEPH BECAUSE HHEY WERE BLINDFOLDED OR OFHERWISE KEPY IN @ stdfe oF
COMPLESE DISORTENFAFION. THEY WERE, HOWEVER, CLEBRLY DEFAINED BY Russian Forces. ONE oF HieM,
“Iurag ALiev,” wos vetdined LAfE aF NiGHF oN MABReH 1 SN HiS GROINY HOME BY MEN HE BELTEVES
wERE FSB agents: Higy Put @ sack ovER His HEGD BND DROVE HiM F0 GN UNDTSCLOSED Loc@Hion within
GROTNY. HE was kePH ALONE TN @ PHe—DaRK CELL, N wHat “Jurag ALfev” BELTEVES M@y HAvE BEEN
Hie BASEMENE OF ON GBANPONED OFFICE BUILDING, GLHHOVGH HE COWLD HEAR SOUNDS SUCH @S COVGHING
wHicH MBbE Him HHINK OMIERS WERE DEFAINED HHERE @S wELL. [lE was geaten anp SNFERROGAIED oF
HHE BEQTNNING OF His DEFENFION, OND HHEN ONCE EVERY HREE OR SO DAYS FOR HHE FiRSH fwo wWEEKS,
OF1ER wilich, HE folb Huvan Ricuts Watel, “Higy Forgot agovt Me.” THEY woulp ask HiM dgovt His
dctivities ane wWaNIED HiM fo coLLABORBHE Wit HHEM BY GiVING NOMES OF FiGHIERS HE KNEw.

ON ONE 0CCasion, BPPROYIMBHELY ONE WEEK GFYER HE was PEFAINED, “ALTEv” was BEAtEN wiiLE
SUSPENDED BY His FEEY, HiS HEGD COVERED.

26Hyuman Rights Watch interview with “Rizvan Visangiriev” (not his real name), aged
forty-seven, Ingushetia, March 29, 2000.



Abuses and Torture in Other Places of Detention 105

| Hav He FEELING +HEY $iEp ME witH ROPE, HHEY +iED MY FEEF $0GEHER AND PULLED ME UP
witH SOME SoRE OF PULLY, | Hap BEEN STANDING ON MY FEEF, GNP FHEY MAVE @ LooP witd
Hig ROPE aRoUND MY FEES, THEY PULLED HiE ROPE aNb | FELL, $lEN HHEY woWND 7+ VP, So
FHat | was HINGING. | PoN'F REBLLY kNow How LONG | wds iN HHat Posidion. THey seat
ME, ON MY FOCE, Bt MoSELY ON MY +0RS0, iN HHE GREA OF MY GENFHALS GNP MY LUNGS....
WHILE HANGING, HIEY BURNED ME witl 8 ciqarette, oN My gubocks,™

“Jurag ALiEY” was RELEASED oN MARCH 22, BFFER BEING DRIVEN GROUND FOR HALF N HOWR aND FHROWN
out OF @ €BR. WHEN INFERVIEWED BY Hluman RigHis watcl, HE was SEEKING MEDicaL +REBIMENS FOR
INJURTES RECEIVED 85 @ RESUE OF HHE BEAEINGS, INCLWING KIDNEY PRoBLEMS (INCLUDING INFLAMMBEION
aNb @ PROLAPSED Kibney), PRostafitis (INFLAMMBHON oF HE PROSIBIE GLAND), OND INFLAMED
{esticLes,

»7Human Rights Watch interview with “Zurab Aliev” (not his real name), aged thirty-
three, Ingushetia, April 27, 2000.



THE BUSINESS OF RELEASE: EXTORTION, “AMNESTIES,”
AND THE THREAT OF RE-ARREST

Chechnya-related detainees are frequently extralegally “bought” out of
detention. In fact, extortion of payment in return for releases occurs in so many
cases, detention itself appears to have been motivated exclusively by the promise of
financial gain, and release resembled a ransoming process. Others are released by
amnesty, still others because authorities could find no evidence to justify further
detention. Once released from custody, former detainees fear rearrest, in part
because detaining authorities often fail to return identity or other important
documents, even though one of the most common grounds for arrest is insufficient
indentification documents.

Extortion

Of the thirty-five released former detainees interviewed by Human Rights
Watch, twenty-one said that they or their relatives paid or were told to pay a sum for
their release. The amount extorted usually ranged from 2,000 to 5,000 rubles,*®
depending on the seriousness of the charges against detainees. Relatives usually
negotiate for the release of their loved ones through intermediaries, who often
approach them and suggest possible “deals.” In most cases, the intermediaries,
primarily Chechens, work either at local police stations or for security agents, or
have police or FSB connections. Many intermediaries prey on desperate families to
extort large sums of money for the release of their relatives, and retain a portion of
the payment for their services.

The Russian authorities’ refusal to notify the families of those whom they
detain, or to release lists of people in custody, facilitates predatory practices: in the
vast information vacuum, lists of detainees are bought and sold. Human Rights
Watch confirmed the role played by intermediaries by interviewing some of them
and families who used them. One intermediary, who uses his former FSB contacts
to approach prison authorities in Pyatigorsk, told Human Rights Watch that in late

208 A pproximately U.S. $71 and U.S. $178, respectively.
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April, he had assisted in securing the release of three detainees; one had been “free,”
another cost 900 rubles,”” and the third was released for U.S. $2,000.%'°

“Abu Uruskhanov” described in detail how one intermediary in Urus-Martan, a
law-enforcement official, operated in collaboration with his superiors:

29The sum of 900 rubles is about U.S. $32.

2°Hyman Rights Watch interview, Ingushetia, April 23, 2000. He also claimed that he
“bargained” with the authorities on behalf of a family over another man detained in the
Georgievsk prison hospital in Pyatigorsk; although the asking price was initially U.S.
$10,000 for the twenty-one year old man, he believes that the family probably paid $2,000 or
$3,000 for their son.

107
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There was a list on the street, posted outside [the internat]. Three or four
guys would walk around nearby, and, for example, my relatives, they
approached these guys. If my relatives found my surname, then they
would approach one of these guys, saying we want to release him. Then
the guy said ‘Let’s step aside and have a talk.” He told my brothers, ‘I'll go
upstairs and talk to my boss and I'll tell you the price.” When he came
back he told them the price would be U.S. $600 plus a sub-machine gun.
It is a very open process.”"’

“Uruskhanov” said that he believed he was beaten less severely because his
relatives had opened negotiations about the payment. Four or five days after his
release, on March 8 or 9, “Uruskhanov” returned to the internat to find that no lists
had been posted, and that the intermediaries were selling information about who
was inside to the crowd of relatives.*'”

“Marina Jambekova” borrowed money from friends and family to pay the
$2000 demanded for her son. She paid this sum in early April, to an intermediary in
the Chechen security services who had contacts with the Russians. Four weeks
later, her son was “amnestied,” Jambekova believed, because she paid the bribe.*"
In such cases, it is impossible to establish whether the bribe was actually paid over
to Russian officials by the intermediary, or whether the detainee was released for
other reasons.

Paying a bribe is no guarantee against repeated demands for money. A female
relative of “Magomed Kantiev” told Human Rights Watch that the intermediaries
whom she had paid for his release had come knocking at the door after he was
amnestied on May 3; they were demanding more money and threatening that he
could be rearrested if they refused to pay.*'*

“Alimkhan Visaev” was detained in mid-January with two brothers; they were
released after eighteen days from Chernokozovo, after his relatives paid 30,000

2"Human Rights Watch interview with “Abu Uruskhanov,” April 26, 2000.
2127
Ibid.
2Human Rights Watch interview with “Marina Jambekova,” Ingushetia, May 8, 2000.

Hhiuman RicHts WatkeH interview with “Macomed Kantiey,” INqushedia, May 1s, 2000.
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rubles. One of his brothers was rearrested, and again a ransom was demanded for
him.

My eldest brother [name omitted] was detained a second time... [He] was
detained a week after our release, and taken to Znamenskoye, they asked
for two guns in exchange. We paid about 10,000 rubles instead.
Immediately following his detention, my brother’s wife went to the person
in charge of detentions in Znamenskoye. He told her to waste no time but
to look for two guns.... When his wife said, “We are poor and have no
money, where can I find money for two guns or dollars,” the officer said
that he knew [my brother] had five brothers that she should ask the
brothers for money. After my brother’s rearrest, I fled here.*'"

The sister of “Ali Baigiraev” described how she bought out her brother: a
middleman from her village gathered money from three families for the release of
three villagers. Ali Baigiraev had been detained on February 5 and spent one week
at Chernokozovo.

I learned from other people from the village whose relatives were also
detained that you can buy out brothers and husbands from detention. I
gave the money to the other villagers who were buying people out. Four
or five people from the village gathered together, all of whom had
someone detained, and gave money to one person in the village who had a
detained relative, who was to deliver the money for those who were
detained. People from the village told me how much to pay. I had to pay.
The middleman from our village [said] how much each person costs. He
said 2,000 rubles for each. At this time, we were trying to release three
men. We paid 2,000 rubles for each. Thirty-two people were detained
from my village, all have been released. All were bought out, for prices
ranging from 2,000 to 5,000 rubles per person.*'®

2Bluman Ricitts WakeH intERviEw wit “ALivkian Visaey,” INGusHEda, Mared 22, 2000,

2O man RicHts WakeH iNtERViEw witd “ALi BaTaiRaey’s” sister, INGUSHETG, MareH 25, 2000,
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Another case demonstrates how the dearth of reliable information about
detainees’ wherabouts facilitates predatory conduct by Russian authorities. Around
March 22, a list of detainees who were held inside the Internat was read out by
intermediators to relatives maintaining a vigil there; the name of fifteen-year-old
Adem Abubakarov was reportedly on the list. Intermediaries then told his mother,
Khava Abubakarova, that Adem would be released on April 1 if the family paid
$1,000. The family took a loan with 8 percent interest to pay this sum. When she
attempted to pay the money, officials in the procuracy told her that Adem
Abubakarov had been transferred to another facility, and showed her the internat’s
register with her son’s signature.”'” The relatives could not locate him in any other
detention facility, however. Inlate April or early May, Khava Abubakarova learned
from officials that there was an order to “amnesty” her son as a juvenile, and that he
was in either Stavropol or Pyatigorsk awaiting release.”’® When she went to
Pyatigorsk however, intermediaries demanded a bribe of U.S. $3,000 for her son,
although she had still received no official confirmation of his whereabouts.*'’

The authorities accepted bribes in exchange for civilians and rebel fighters
alike. The head of administration of one Chechen village told Human Rights Watch
that he had himself arranged with Russian authorities for the release of a captured
fighter from his village in exchange for U.S. $5,000 and an automatic rifle.”’ “Ilyas
Makhmadov,” who was a fighter, was bought from detention twice, the first time for

2"Human Rights Watch interview with Khamzat Abubakarov, Karabulak, Ingushetia,
April 29, 2000.

28 uman Rights Watch interview with Khamzat Abubakarov, Karabulak, Ingushetia,
May 5, 2000.

2Human Rights Watch interview with Khamzat Abubakarov, Karabulak, Ingushetia,
May 18, 2000.

2%Human Rights Watch interview with head of administration of a Chechen town
(name withheld), Ingushetia, April 27, 2000.
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one sub-machine gun and the second time for another weapon and a sum of money
unknown to him; his relatives also confirmed to Human Rights Watch that they had
paid for his release. Describing the first detention, by Chechens loyal to Russian
forces, he said, “It’s a business for them, doing business with fighters and corpses.
My uncle had to give them a gun, there was also money, but they said the release
was some sort of amnesty, ‘Gantemirov’s amnesty.””**' Gantemirov is a leading pro-
Moscow Chechen commander who often serves as an intermediary for families
seeking the release of relatives.

A second witness reported that relatives managed to obtain the release of the
brother of a high-ranking Chechen warlord, Arbi Barayev, from the internat facility
in Urus-Martan:

2'"Hyuman Rights Watch interview with “Ilyas Makhmadov,” Ingushetia, May 13, 2000.
In 1999, the Russian government appointed Bislan Gantemirov, former mayor of Grozny,
who was serving a prison term for embezzlement, as head of the pro-Russian forces in
Chechnya. He was later removed.
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IN HE CELL Wit ME was ARE] BaRa¥EY's BRoHIER. THEY wantep @ New Juiowi [a
RussiaN MopEL €8], twELVE Gufomatics anp HIREE Pistols FoR HiM. He was ReLzasep,
[t reLatives] PaiD wiat was PEMANDED, BUE E was CRIPPLED, HEY PAMAGED His SPINE.
THey +iEb His HANDS BEHIND His Bk aND HHEY HUNG HiM BY HiS HANDS GND LEGS FRoM HIE
CEILING OND BEAt HTM.ZZZ

In some cases, no intermediary is involved in the extortion process. On
January 20, thirty-two-year-old “Issa Zagoyev”and a tractor driver were arrested by
the Penza OMON while gathering wood in the forest outside Komsomolskoye. The
main purpose for the detentions appears to have been extortion: the OMON soldiers
did not turn Zagoyev over to investigative authorities; instead they immediately
opened negotiations with Zagoyev’s family about the price for his release, through
the head of the local village council and a local pro-Moscow militia leader in Urus-
Martan. At first, the soldiers demanded six automatic weapons in exchange for
Zagoyev’s release, but after several days of negotiations, they ultimately settled for
7,000 rubles, offered by his brother.”*

Rearrest and the Threat of Rearrest

Released detainees live in well-founded, vivid fear of rearrest. Many men fear
leaving their homes and are unable to seek refuge in neighboring Ingushetia; those
who sustained serious injuries due to torture in custody so greatly fear rearrest that
many do not dare leave their homes to seek treatment.

2Human Rights Watch interview with “Issa Zagoyev,” Ingushetia, April 8, 2000. A
Tvicui is a Russian-made compact car.
Ibid.
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As Russian authorities do not return essential identity documents to detainees
upon their release, and often they do not provide written acknowledgement that an
individual had been detained, former detainees are vulnerable to rearrest during
further identity checks. Without valid travel documents, former detainees remain
virtual prisoners within their home communities. “Issa Habuliev” was severely
tortured in Chernokozovo, but because he had no documents, feared travel even
within Ingushetia to get needed medical treatment. His wife and her relatives
traveled on multiple occasions to Chechnya to try to obtain the documents, but were
denied access to the prosecutor’s office.”*

Several people interviewed by Human Rights Watch had been detained twice,
and had finally fled to Ingushetia in the hope of being free from further risk of
rearrest. “Ali Baigiraev” was first arrested in January, after a sweep in his
neighborhood, to be released after three days, badly beaten.”” When he was
rearrested on February 4 and taken to Chernokozovo, he queried the reason for his
rearrest.

I had been arrested earlier on January 11, and had been given a paper that
they had nothing on me. When I was arrested this time, I saw the
investigator who questioned me the last time and when I asked whether he
remembered [ had been checked before, the investigator confirmed it, but
did nothing to get me released. They didn't care whether I really
participated in the war, they were just carrying out their orders.**

“Idris Batukaev” was released from Mozdok on March 4, but was threatened
with rearrest on the way home. He was again stopped at a checkpoint on his way to
relatives in Ingushetia, where his documents were checked against the computer.
“They checked a computer, asked for papers, and said that [ had to be detained. We
objected...I had just been released. They called the prison, where they confirmed
that I had just been released.””*’ He was then released, but warned to restrict his
movements. “Idris Batukaev” was severely tortured during his detention at Mozdok

2*Human Rights Watch with “Issa Habuliev’s” wife, Ingushetia, April 22, 2000.
25Human Rights Watch interview with “Ali Baigiraev’s” cousin, March 25, 2000.
220fuman Ricits Watel iNtERviEw witil “ALi Baiairaey,” INGusteia, Feeruary 21, 2000,

2’Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” Ingushetia, April 26, 2000.
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but although his passport was returned, he has has not sought medical treatment in
fear of being rearrested. In early May, his wife went to a friendly contact in the
Russian administration, who confirmed that her husband’s name was still “in the
computer.” “Idris Batukaev,” in desperation, is considering obtaining false
documents.”**

“%Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” Ingushetia, May 27, 2000.



OTHER VIOLATIONS OF THE RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS DEPRIVED
OF THEIR LIBERTY

The systematic beatings, torture, and violations of international human rights
and humanitarian law are only part of the abuses suffered by detainees in Chechnya.
Detainees are held for extended periods of time in incommunicado detention, given
no access to legal counsel, and are not informed of the status of proceedings against
them.

The Russian government has not declared a state of emergency and has given
no notice of derogation from its obligations under the European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms or under the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Without any extraordinary legislation, the
regular provisions of the Russian criminal code and code of criminal procedure are
applicable, as are international human rights standards.”’

Prolonged Incommunicado Detention and “Disappearances”

He's nowhere. Not among the living, not among the dead
A woman about her missing nephew.

If I knew he was dead, I would cry three days, mourn, and be able to move on, but
this way, I don 't know, I know he's alive, but dont know where he is.
A father about his missing fifteen-year-old son.

29Experts from the Council of Europe concurred with the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe’s opinion that, even though Russian authorities attempted to argue that
there was a de facto state of emergency in Chechnya, the fact that it had not been formally
declared and that derogations had not been made in law meant that the provisions of the
European Convention on Human Rights continued to apply in full. Council of Europe
document, “Addendum to the Consolidated report containing an analysis of the
correspondance between the Secretary General of the Council of Europe and the Russian
Federation under Article 52 of the European Convention on Human Rights,” SG/Inf(2000)24
Addendum, June 26, 2000.
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Russian authorities withhold information about whom they have in custody, and
do not allow detainees to communicate with their families or others, even those held
for many months. After large-scale arrests began in February 2000, Human Rights
Watch researchers in Ingushetia were constantly contacted by anxious individuals
desperate for assistance in learning the fate of their relatives whom Russian
authorities had detained. Informal lists of detainees rumored to be in different
facilities circulate but are not a source of reliable information.”’ Relatives
sometimes learned the whereabouts of their loved ones by paying bribes. Many
maintain a steady vigil outside the detention centers where they believe their
relatives may be detained.”'

Relatives travel to detention facilities throughout Chechnya and parts of
southern Russia seeking information in vain. Zina and Roza Iznaurova searched for
their thirty-four-year-old brother, Yakub Iznaurov, at eight different facilites in
Chechnya and other parts of southern Russia. According to the [znaurovas, OMON
detained Yakub Iznaurov on February 5, 2000, during a passport check, claiming
they would return him shortly.* The Iznaurovas watched as OMON loaded their
brother—together with neighbors Islam Asuev (age twenty-six), Magomed
Gabangaev (age forty-nine), and Said-Emin Jamaldaev (age twenty-nine)—into a
prisoner transport vehicle, pulled knit caps over their eyes, and tied their hands with
wire.

598y mid-April, 2000, Human Rights Watch received nineteen such lists, many of
which contained duplicate information, containing a total of 130 names. Interviewees could
not identify the source of the lists, but suggested they were compiled by released detainees
and sympathetic prison staff.

B1A journalist who was in Urus-Martan saw a group of a dozen relatives waiting there
when she visited Urus-Martan in late March. Human Rights Watch interview with Natalie
Nougayrede, of Le Monde, by telephone, May 31, 2000.

B znaurov is originally from the Okruzhnaya district but has a residence permit for
Kalmykia. Human Rights Watch interview with Zina and Roza Iznaurova, Ingushetia, April
20, 2000.
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Yakub Iznaurov’s sisters and other relatives searched for him throughout
Chechnya, including at detention centers in Chernokozovo, Tolstoy Yurt,
Chervlyonnaya, Gudermes, Znamenskoye, Grozny, and outside Chechnya in
Mozdok, Pyatigorsk, Vladikavkaz, and Nalchik. Guards at Khankala would not
allow them near the premises to ask authorities about him. The authorities at all of
these facilites refused to give the Iznaurov family information about Yakub
Iznaurov’s whereabouts, or of the other three men detained with him.

On some occasions, prison officials conceal that they are holding particular
individuals. For example, on January 16, 2000, Chernokozovo officials denied to
Marina Jambekova that they were holding her son “Abdul Jambekov.” Jambekov
confirmed to Human Rights Watch, after his release, that, in fact, he was in
Chernokozovo at that time. “Marina Jambekova” subsequently approached
authorities in and around Tolstoy Yurt, Znamenskoye, and Naur, who were rude and
refused to give her any information.

“Marina Jambekova” subsequently went to Chernokozovo every day for eight
days. Together with several other women also searching for their relatives, she
wrote a joint appeal to the prosecutor asking for a brief meeting, which went
unanswered. “Marina Jambekova” eventually found out that her son was in
Chernokozovo, and was able to give guards food packages for him, for which she
received receipts with his signature.”*

“Marina Jambekova” again lost track of her son on February 18, when he was
transferred; Chernokozovo authorities refused to disclose his destination. On
Feburary 21, she tried to try to find her son at the Pyatigorsk pre-trial facility.
Authorities there denied he was there, when indeed he was.** She remained
unaware of his whereabouts until March 15, when she received a letter from her
son, who at that time was pre-trial detention in Stavropol (he was transferred there
on February 22). “Marina Jambekova” eventually paid U.S. $2,000 to secure the
release of her son, and charges against him were dropped when he was “amnestied”
on May 3, 2000.

Denial of access to legal counsel

ifuman Ricuts Watel INtERviEw witil “Agoul Jameekov,” INGusiER, May 7, 2000,
2*Human Rights Watch interview with “Marina Jambekova,” Ingushetia, March 28,
2000, and with “Abdul Jambekov,” May 7, 2000.
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Russian authorities routinely and in almost all cases deny detainees in
Chechnya access to counsel. Furthermore, they often fail to inform detainees of any
charges against them, and forbid detainees from reading the charges against them.*”

Massive intimidation in custody and lack of even a pretense of due process
rendered virtually impossible the ability to challenge the legality of custody or seek
redress for due process violations.

3 Article 9(2) of the ICCPR obliges states to inform detainees of the charges against
them.
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Russian law and and international standards uphold the individual’s right to
competent legal assistance from the moment of detention and during
interrogation.”® Access to counsel in this context is an important safeguard to
prevent torture, ill-treatment, and other means of coercing confessions, all of which
affect detainees in Chechnya. Effective legal counsel can also be important so that
a suspect can be advised on how and whether to challenge the basis for detention.

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, following its
rapporteur’s visit to Chernokozovo on March 11, objected to detainees’ lack of
access to legal counsel.”’ Special Representative Kalamanov responded with
skepticism to the allegation, but made a “personal commitment” to ensure that
detainees would obtain it. *** Legal representation continued to be a priority for
Special Representative Kalamanov as late as July 2000, and as of this writing

B%Under article 48(2) of the Russian constitution, criminal suspects have the right to
counsel from the moment of detention, and under article 58 of the criminal procedure code
police are obligated to inform them of this right. Principle 17(1) of the Body of Principles
for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment (Body of
Principles), which applies to all people who are detained, states that “a detained person shall
be entitled to have the assistance of a legal counsel. He shall be informed of his right by the
competent authority promptly after arrest and shall be provided with reasonable facilities for
exercising it.”

ZTChechnya rights official pledges inmate lawyer inquiry,” Agence France-Presse,
March 12, 2000.

B8Russia: Chernokozovo inmates to get lawyers after PACE visit,” Itar-Tass News
Agency/BBC Worldwide Monitoring, March 11, 2000.
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Council of Europe experts and Special Representative Kalamanov were still trying
to organize legal representation for detainees.””

Of the thirty-five former detainees interviewed, only one said that he was ever
offered the advice of a lawyer while in custody. The vast majority scoffed when
Human Rights Watch asked if they had requested a lawyer. “Idris Batukaev,” who
was detained in Mozdok for more than three months, gave a typical response: “How
dare I [ask for a lawyer], when at the same time they put a gun to my head or
threatened to cut my ears off. I didn’t dare ask.”*** “Abu Uruskhanov,” who was
held at the Urus-Martan internat laughed, “There were no lawyers there.”*"!

“Movsar Larsanov,” the one detainee who was offered access to counsel,
rejected it, skeptical that the legal assistance would be genuine. When he was
interrogated at Chernokozovo on January 29, “[the investigator] said I could have a
lawyer. I said I didn’t need one. It would be useless [when at other times] they
said, ‘who are you, you are nothing."”***

Most interviewees shared “Movsar Larsanov’s” skepticism about seeking access
to counsel. In one egregious case, when “Magomed Kantiev” was taken for
interrogation there were two men present, a major and a colonel, who told “Kantiev”
that he was being charged with article 208(2) of the Russian criminal code, which
deals with the organization of and participation in illegal armed formations. “There
was a guy who said I could sign the papers or not, it made no difference. I signed
the sanktsia (detention orders) on detention for two months.” The “major and
colonel” did not give “Kantiev” a copy of the document with the charges against
him. When asked if he was provided a lawyer, “Kantiev” laughed, and said, “Where

29Council of Europe press release, “Council of Europe mission continues to make
significant progress in Chechnya,” Strasbourg, July 21, 2000.

2Human Rights Watch interview with “Idris Batukaev,” April 26, 2000.

*'Human Rights Watch interview with “Abu Uruskhanov,” April 26, 2000.

2hman Ricuts Watel INtERVIEw witil “Movsar Larsanov,” May 25, 2000.
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would I get a lawyer? Evenifyou wanted one there aren’t any. Ididn’t ask for one,
they said themselves it was useless to ask for a lawyer.”

Law enforcement officials also routinely failed to inform detainees about the
nature and cause of the charges against them. In those cases when detainees were
informed they had been charged, law enforcement officials would not allow them to
read, let alone have a copy, of the charges. “Movsar Larsanov,” for example, told
Human Rights Watch:

The procurator said the case was under investigation, that I had been
charged, as though I were a fighter, with article 208, but they couldn’t
prove it. From the beginning they told me that I had been charged. They
gave me the warrant and I signed the paper. But they didn’t give me a
copy of the charges or the warrant, they didn’t even give me enough time
to read what I was signing.”*

“Abdul Jambekov” had a similar experience. He was beaten during interrogation to
coerce him into signing a report.*** He signed the report which was in his own
words, but the guards started to beat him when he refused to sign the warrant: “They
wanted me to sign a piece of paper. I asked if it was possible to read, even to look
at the papers that I was supposed to sign but they didn’t let me. They said I should
just sign it.”**

2 uman Ricts WakeH iNtERViEW with “Movsar Larsanov,” INGUSHEST@, May 25, 2000,

24 Abdul Jambekov” used the Russian word for a police report protokol, but it was
unclear whether he was refering to an arrest report or interrogation report.

#umdn Ricuts WatkcH inFerviEw witH “Ago Jaweekov,” INcusHeHa, May 7, 2000,
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Most, however, were simply never informed about the status of the charges (if
any) against them. “Aslanbek Digaev” was detained from January 23 to May 3 after
being taken from his house ostensibly to check his identity. He told Human Rights
Watch: “I always asked them to explain to me who I was, was I convicted, was I
charged, was I detained, what stage the proceedings were. The only explanation I
got was that ‘you are a bandit-terrorist. To be Chechen, that's your crime.”**°

240uman RicHts WakeH intErviEw witd “Astaneek Dicdey,” INcusHetia, May T, 2000.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

To HHe Governvent of Hre Russian Feperation

Human Ricits WateH pocuMENIED HHE ENPEMIC NGHRE OF F0RFRE N HHE CRIMINGL Justice system iN
Russia SN @ 1999 REPORY, (ONFESSTONS 8 awy (st PoLice ToRFRE in Russig, (New York: NovemBer,
1999). THE REPORY MOKES DEHATLED RECOMMENDAFONS 40 HHE RUssian aUHHORIHES ON APPRoBCIES o
END HHE PRACHCE oF $0RHRE TN POLiCE custopy anp PRiSoNs. Human RicHis WateH agaiN calls oN
Hie Russian GovernMENt +o TMPLEMENT HoSE RECOMMENDAEIONS @S @ MAHHER OF PRIORTHY.

End the Practice of Torture

Dirgct aLL Russian FEDERGHON FORCES—INCLWING MiNiSHRY oF DeFense +rooPs, OMON, anp
otHER MiNiSTRY oF INFERTOR +R00PS @S WELL Bs OLL sHAFF worRkiNgG @t pefention centers—to
CEASE ViOLOFONS oF TNFERNBHIONGL HUMAN RIGHES AND HUMANTHARIAN Law, INCLUDING +oRFURE,
BEAFINGS, PHYSicAL @BUSE, RAPE, AND OFHER FORMS OF CRUEL AN TNHUMAN $REGIMENE at
PEFENFION FAciLities aNe DWRING FHE @BRRESH PRocESS; iNstRuct Hose Forces gt
PERPEFRAFORS OF Sucl vioLBHiONS will BEGR CRIMINGL RESPONSTBILIFY; GND iNvesticate aLL
ALLEGAHIONS oF FoRFURE, AND INTHAHE GPPROPRIGIE DISCTPLINGRY GNP CRIMINGL MEASWRES;

INFORM ALL DEFATNEES TMMEDTATELY OF HHE GROWNDS OF GRRESTH OND ANY CHARGES AGaiNst fHem.
PROVIDE BLL DEFATNEES with TMMEDTGIE OND REGULAR AccESS fo BHORNEYS, OND dLllow PEFAINEES
to PEFHON FOR REVIEW OF HHETR DEFENFTON witHout DELEY. AcCcorp PROCEDVRAL RiGHIS 0 aLL
PERSONS DEFAINED OND/OR GCCUSED OF CRIMES; INFORM HHE FAMILIES OF DEFAINED PERSONS OF
HHETR PEFENFION, HHE REGSON FOR aND LocatioN oF HHE DEFENFION. AlLow FAMILIES oF DEFAINED
PERSONS REGULAR contdact with pEfaiNEES;

Review ALL coNFESSTONS +o ENSWRE fHat HHEY WERE Not EYFRACHED UNDER f0RFWRE, DROP ALL
PENDING CHARGES BASED ON CONFESSTONS EYFRACHED UNDER F0RFURE, AND REFRATN FROM BRINGING
CHARGES BASED ON CONFESSIONS EYIROCHED UNDER FORFURE, ENFORCE HIE TNBPMISSTBILIHY OF
statements EYFRACHED BY FORCE N OLL LEGOL PROCEEDINGS, OFHER +HAN HHoSE BROVGHE FOR
REDRESS OF GBUSE: GND

Direct aLL Russian FEbERALTON FORCES 0 TMMEDTALELY END HHE CURRENF PRACEICE OF EXFORFION,
wHicH Forces RELAHIVES oF DEFAINED PERSONS fo PaY MoNey fo RussiaN ofFicials 4o cetain
HEeR ReLease, C(onbuct @ FULL iNvESHGatION INFo HHE WIDESPREAD PRACHCES oF EYFORFON,
OND PROSECUIE GLL OFFTCiaLs FOUNp fo HAVE ENGAGED oR FoLERAFED EYFORFION N CONDTHONING
{He RELEGSE oF DEFAINEES.

ENSVRE BCCoUNFABILTFY FoR FORFVRE, AND COMPENSBFON OND REHABILIFBFION FOR victims
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o |NvEsHQaie FULLY ALLEGAYIONS oF BBUSE GNP IMPROPER FREGIMENF OF HHoSE iN DEFENEON, FULLY
PROSECVIE ALL oFFicials Founp fo HAVE USED 0R FOLERBIED FHE USE OF EYCESSIVE FORCE; OND
GRANE coMPENSAEION o vickims;

o |\vestigate e vedtds oF vetdinees & e CHERNOkoTovo DEFENYiON FaciLity, fHe INfernat
FaciLity a+ URus—Martan, anp +He KHaNkaLa MiLTHaRY BASE, iN ACCORDANCE witl HIE SHANDARDS
set ForH N HHE UN7HED Nations PRINCIPLES oN HHE EFFECHvE PREVENFTON aND INVESHGAHION
oF EytRa—LEGAL, AREFHRARY AND SUMMBRY EYECUFioNS. THE GOVERNMENF Must PRosECUE fo g
FuLLest eyfent ofF HE Ldw OLL OFFicidls Founp 4o HAvE VSED oR FoLERAHED HIE VSE OF
EYCESSTVE FORCE; OND GRANF coMPENSFION fo RELAHIVES oF HHE victims;

o Make PuLicLy aviLasLe aLL REPoRFS FRoM iNVESHGAFioNS conbucted into HUMBN RiGHES
vioLations N CHECHNYD, N PaR¥TCULAR fHe SnvesHGation iNfo FoRFWRE anp TLL—EREGIMENE SN
CHERNOKOTOVO REQUIRED BY HHE COWEIL oF EWROPE’S CommitEE For HHE PREVENFON oF ToRFWRE
anD INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREGHWEN 0R PunisivEnt (CPT): HHE OUFCOME OF wHICH was DUE BY
JUNE 2000;

o Make PuBLicLY avaiLABLE REGULARLY UPDATED FIGURES ON FHE NUMBER OF SNDIVIDUALS CHARGED aND
BRRESIED FOR SECURiHY—RELAED CRIMES IN CHECHNYA, witH TNFORMAFION ON HHE NAFWRE oF HHETR
ALLEGED CRiMES aND HHE PLACES oF HETR DEFENETON. REQiSHERS oF HHE NAMES AND PLACES oF
PEFENFION SHOUWD BE READILY QvaiLaBLE: anp

®  PROVIDE RESOWRCES FOR HE PHYsicalL ane PsycHoloGical REHABILIFAHION oF +oRFWRE victims,
SUPPOREING NONGOVERNMENTAL iNiHiatives. RecooNize Hie eydreme culbwral stioma atfaciep
to dcts oF sEYVAL ViOLENCE N CHECHEN CULWRE OND SUPPORY PROGRAMS FoR REHABILIAHON
wHICH witl Not ™Make HHose wHo seek ReHdBiLifation VLNERABLE fo FWRIHER societal
CONSEQUENCES,

ENSWRE Bccess BY HHE INFERNGFONBL CoMMUNTFY

®  ProvivE WNRESHRiCIED dccess fo DEFAINEES aND DEFENETON FACTLiHES BY REPRESENIHIVES OF
Hie INfernationaL CommitHee of +E Rev CRoss (ICRC), 8S WELL @S HHE AsSSiSHINCE (ROWP OF
e ORaANIZBFON For SECWRIHY anp CooPEration N EwraPE (OSCE) anp RePResentatives of
Hie UN. tigu Commissioner For Human Rictss

o FaciLitate ProvP4 visits gy HiE UN. WorRkiNG (RoVP oN ARBHRARY Defention: g UN. SPeciaL
RaPPORIEVR ON VioLENCE Acdinst Women: fHE UN. Special RaPPoriEwR oN EYIRAswiciaL,
SummarY orR ARBIHRARY Eyecutions: HE UN. SPecial RaPPoriewr oN TorIWRE: HE SPeECiaL
REPRESENFAHIVE oF HE SECREFARY—(FENERAL FOR CHILDREN anp ARMED ConFLict, anp e SPecial
REPRESENFOHIVE OF HHE SECREFARY—(ENERAL FOR INFERNOLLY DSPLACED PERSONS:
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(2ase vELAYING HHE DEPLOYMENE oF HiE Assistance (GRowp of +e OSCE fo INGUSHESTA anp
CHECHNYE: OND

Acree 4o e iMmeEDiAtE DEPLOYMENE N INGUSHERTA aNp CHECHNYA OF ON TNDEPENDENY,
INFERNGHTONGL  comMisSioN oF INQUIRY witH @ manodte o investiqade violations of
INFERNGHONOL HUMANTHERTAN Law BY BotH STDES TN HHE CoNFLicH, anp HHE 88TLTHY 0 RECOMMEND
PROSECUEIONS TN GPPROPRIGIE CasES.

To 44 SpeciaL RePresentative For Human Ricuts SN CHecunya YLaviMir KaLamanov

INvestigate aLLeGations ofF forRFWRE, ABUSE N DEFENFION, GRBIFRARY ARRESY, EYFORFION, OND
SUMMARY EYECVEiONS IN DEJENEiON FaciLities. AHemPt fo estaslisy +He foentity of hie
PORHTES RESPONSIBLE FOR @GBUSES, OND RECOMMEND FHETR PROSECUHION WHERE GPPROPRIGHE.
ENSWRE Hiat @vequate mecHaNisMs GRE Instifutep o Profect HE SaFedY oF victims anp
WIHNESSES;

MoNiHoR BLL PLACES OF DEFENFION, PARFCULARLY TN +EMPORARY HOLDING FACiLitiES OPERAFED BY
HHE MiNisERY oF INFERTOR GNP MiNTSTRY OF DEFENSE, N GND GROUND CHECHNY@ FOR COMPLIANCE
with INFERNGFONOL staNparps.  ENsuRe Wt vetdinees Have HHE oPPoRIWINIEY fo BE
INFERVIEWED TN PRIVATE AND iN CONFIDENCE 8Bout HHETR +REGIMENT:

THROVGH REGULAR FIELD visifs, ENSWRE HHat vickims Have decess 4o HHe sHaFF oF HHE SPeciaL
RePReESENIAFIVE HROVGHOUH CHECHNYE @S wWELL 8s N SEHILEMENTS OF DISPLACED PEGPLE outsive
e RepusLic. [N PORFCULAR, ENSWRE HHat PERSONS wHo HAVE HAv HHETR TRENHTHY pocuments
CONFisctep anp FHus cannot fRAVEL Have dccess fo HHe staFF oF HE SPecial
Representative:

\isi+ AReAS oF RECEN' “MOP—UP” OPERAFIONS 40 ENSWRE HHat file conpuct oF Russian +rooPs
7S TN OCCORPANCE witH INFERNGFIONGL SEANDARDS:

PugLisH REQULAR, PuBLic REPORFS ON FHE FINDINGS anv dctivities oF e Specia
RePresentadive, @s weLL @s oN HHE dctions +aken 8y e ReLevant autHoRTHES TN RESPONSE
{0 HosE FINDINGS: aND

Seek. FrRoM FHE Russian GoverRnMENY T4s REPORF N vioLaHioNs TN CHERNOKoTOVO FRoM DECEMBER
1999 +o Fegruary 2000, as Requesten BY HE CPT, anp RECoMMEND fo PRESTDENE PUfin Hat HE
REPORY BE MAVE PuBLic,

To e INFERNAFTONAL CoMMUNTHY
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REPRESENIQHIVES OF vaRToUS TNFERNGHIONGL ORGANTZAHIONS GNP GOVERNMENTS, INCLWING HHE UNTHED
Nations, HHe EwroPEAN UNioN, ano HE UNifep States Have repeafeply evHorfep He Russian
GoverRnvENt fo iNvestigate dBuses committed N CHeEcHNYd ane fo Hold HHosE RESPONSTBLE
dccouwtasLe, ALHHovGH HHE RussiaN GovERNMENT HAD Not UNDERFABKEN @ CREDTBLE TNVESHGAHION, ON
APRIL 25, 2000, Hie UNHeED Nations Commission oN Human Riqifs FaiLep fo call For HE crReatioN
OF ON NPERNAFIONAL TNQUIRY iNfo HHE @BUsES, iNSTEAD CALLING ONCE 8GaiN oN HHE Russian
QOvERNMENF f0 conpuet AN INvEsHGAFoN. THE RussiaN GovERNMENE ContiNES fo MAKE No
MEBNINGFUL PROGRESS ON BCCOUNIABILIHY FOR BBUSES TN CHECHNYD. ACCorDINGLY, Huvan Rigits Watey
ONCE AGATN cBLLs oN REPRESENIAHIVES oF HE SNFERNGFIONAL coMMuNitY fo:

®  EstasLisH aN INFERNBHIONAL COMMISSTON OF INQUIRY +0 0BSERVE, INVESHGAIE, NP REPOR} VPON
HUMAN RiGHES anp HUMANTFARTAN sPECES oF HHE MILTHARY OPERAHON TN CHECHNYA, aNb Hat Have
Hie @BiLitY +o RECOMMEND PROSECUFIONS §N GPPROPRIAIE COSES. THE COMMISSION wolld also
PRoVIDE Bssistance +o Russian auiHoriHiES N FHE CARRYING ovt oF SNvESHGatioNS: anp

o (ommuicde witH CHecleN, RussiaN anp INFERNGHONGL NONGOVERNMENFAL ORGANTZAHONS
NVOLVED iN HHE FREGIMENT OF, AND Bbvocdcy For, ForRFRE victims iN Russia, ane suPPort HHE
UN. YoLun#ary Funp For VickiMs of TorHRe,

IN aobition, e OSCE, He UN., ano fHE CoUNCIL OF EVROPE HAVE MECHANTMS aND iNsEiFUETONS
AVHORTZED GNP COMPESENT +0 DEPLOY ON—STHE ETHHER SHORF—FERM MiSSTONS, SN HHE case ofF HHE UN.
HiemMatic MECHANTSMS, OR @ LONGER—HERM PRESENCE, N HIE case of +ige OSCE. Huvan Riquts Watey
BELTEVES HHat FULLER FRANSPARANCY TN EYPOSING GBUSES would BE BEHER ACHiEvED with an dctive
PRESENCE ON HHE PARF oF HHESE INSHHUEiONS, EdcH 8cHiNG IN TS owN capacity.

UN?HeD Nations

ON APRIL 25, 2000, e Unitep Nations Commission oN Huvan Ricifs avoPtep @ ResoLUFON
EYPRESSING THS CONCERN @BoV# ALLEGAHIONS oF ABUSE N CHECHNY, “NotaBLY iN HHE OLLEGED ‘camPs
OF FILIRAFION,”” aND REQUESHING HHE RELEVAN' RAPPORIELRS 8NP WORKING GROVPS OF FHE COMMISSTON
to unverfake Missions +o HHE REGTON, aND WRGED HHE RussiaN Governvent fo FaciLitate sucy
Missions. At HE +iME oF WRIFING, NONE OF HHOSE MECHANISMS HAp RECEIVED PERMISSION oF HE
RussiaN GoverRNMENt fo visit HHE REGTON.

o Tie fligH Commissioner For Huvan Rigrts, MaRY ROBINSON, SHOULD CONFINUE HER commitmENt fo

WORKING ON CHECHNYA. A DEGPLINE SHoWD BE SEF FoR HER REFWRN visit fo fHE REGiON, fo
whHicH e Russian GovERNMENT Has commitiep HSELF. THE visi4, wHicH SHoULb BE CarRieDd out
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8S SOON 8S POSSTBLE, SHOULD NCLWE visits 40 somE oF HHE DEFENFTON CENJERS DOCWMENIED N
Hiis REPORT WHERE 8BUSES ARE BELTEVED +0 BE CONFINVING fo Date:

o Tie flicH Commissioner For Human RicHEs SHouLb ConFINVE fo ENGAGE HHE RussiaN GOvERNMENS
ON Tis TMPLEMENIBHION OF fHE APRIL 25 RESOLUFTON: GNP

o Tie UN. Specia RapPoriewr oN ToRFWRE, 4 UN. SPecial Rapporievr on EviRasupicial,
SuMMEaRY 0R ARBHRARY EYECUEIONS, HHE SPECTAL REPRESENIAHVE oF HE SECREFARY—(ENERAL FOR
CHiLPREN aND ARMED ConFLict, anv +g UN. SPeciaL REPPORIEWR ON \ioLENCE AGAiNSt WOMEN
SHOWD ViGoROUSLY PWRSVE HHE visits Manpated BY e APRIL 25 ResoLUfioN anp iNvESHGate
ALLEGAHIONS OF BBusEs ReLevant fo HHETR manoate. THE UN. Working (RoVP oN ARBIHRARY
DedENFON SHOULD aLso JoiN HHis INTHiatHive,

To Hle CouneiL of EvrRoPE

THe CouneiL of EVROPE'S ENGAGEMEN' TN CHECHNYA PEGKED iN APRIL, WHEN oV} OF CONCERN FOR
Russia’s Lack of RESPECH FOR HUMAN RiGHES HIE 0RGANTZAHON'S PARLIAMENIARY ASSEMBLY SUSPENDED
Russid’s voting ricuts anp REQUESHED HHE CommitHEE oF MiNistERs REViEw Russia’s contiNuep
MEMBERSHIP. THE COUNCIL oF MiNTSTERS DD Not Do S0, HowEVER, aND HHE ORGANTZAFION'S stance
SUBSEQUENFLY BECAME Mucl LESS crifical. [+ JuskiFiep fiis BY cifing “iMPRovemeEnts” N HHE
STHUAHION, BND DESCRIBING HHE MUCH—DELAYED DEPLOYMENE oF INFERNGEIONAL COUNCIL oF EWROPE EYPER}
sHaFF +o e OFFicE oF SPeCTaL RePresentative VLaviMir KaLamanov as inoicative of Russia’s Goob
Farti +o BPRESS HWMAN RiGHES vioLadions. Council of EWROPE MEMBER states ReFER fo Hiis oFFice,
v Tfs coLLagoration witH CouNGiL ofF EVROPE SHaFF, s @ suBsHHUWE For ofHER MECHINTsMS fiad
MiGHE LEGD $0 BCCOUNFBBILIEY FOR BBUSE, iN PARHCULAR, AN INFER—SHatE comMPLAINE. SimiLarLy, UNHRC
MEMBER States PoiNtED fo FHis GRRANGEMENE s suBsHHVEING HHE NEED ForR N INFERNGETONAL
comMissioN oF iNQUIRY. For #iis rReason, Human Ricits watcy geLieves HiE work ofF HHis oFFice
SHoWLD BE CLOSELY SCRUFINZED GNP COMPLEFELY $RANSPARENS.

GENERALLY, fie COUNCSL oF EVRGPE Has Not EMPLOYED aLL fig fools avaiLaeLe o i fo Enswe ot
Russia averRes +o HHE HwAN RiGHES STANDARDS MEMBERSHIP N HHE ORGONTZOHION REQUIRES. N
PARITCULAR fHe RELEVANT BODIES OND/OR MEMBER SHateS oF +HE COUNCIL OF EWRGPE SHouLp:

o FiLe interstate comPLaiNnGs against HiE Russian Feperation at #He EwroPEAN CovrYE oF Human
RicHts, 8s REcoMMENDED BY HHE PARLIAMENIARY AssemBLY of HHE Council oF EVROPE, fo Holp
Russia +o dccount For vioLaHoNs, INCLWING FoRFRE, comqiHED TN DEFENFTON CENFERS TN aND
ROUND  CHECHNYA, @S wELL 8s ofHER INCTDENIS OF GRoSS VioLadions oF TNFERNGHONEL
HUMANHERTAN Law Sucl as HHE civiLian KiLLiNGs TN ALkHan—YUr} anp HHe SHaRoPRoMYySLovsks
aNp ALY pistRicEs oF (GROINY:
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e EnswRe fHat Russia comPLies PULY with HHe Mano@lorY “HHoRouGH anp  NDEPENDENS”
INVESHGAHON INFo BLLEGAHONS oF SLL—IREGIMENE FROM DECEMBER 1999 40 Mib—FEBRUARY 2000
iN CHERNokozovo HHat was requester gy #ue Council of Europe’s Committee for the
Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(¢PT) N Marey 2000, WHEREBY Russia was REQUIRED 40 “INFORM HHE CPT oF s oWheoME withiN
Hree monts.”  THE CouneiL oF EVROPE SHOULD CoNHINVE fo ENCOWRAGE Russia 4o make PueLic
e RePorts ofF e CPT 4o HHE Russian GovernveEnt anv e Russian qovernent to e CPT
oN DEFENFION coNDIHIONS TN HHE Nor#H Cducasus, INCLUWING s REPORY iNfo HE dBusES at
CHERNOKOTOVOS

o Insist oN HHE TNDEPENDENCE oF (OUNCIL oF EVROPE SHaFF PRovivED fo HE oFFicE oF fiE
PresioENtTaL RePresentative oN Human Riquts N CHECHNY, TNCLWING HHETR FREEDOM OF
MOvEMENE N> FHETR RiGHF oF UNFEFERED communication witd HHE Cowweil oF EvroPE
Secretariat. ENSWRE fHat HHETR ROLE wWitHIN HHE OFFicE, 8s anticiPater BY Secretary—
GENERAL OF HHE COUNCIL OF EVROPE WALIER SCHIMMER TMMEDTGHELY PRECEDING HHETR DEPLOYMENY,
conFiNES Y0 BE “ON TMPORIANE STEP fo RESORE HHE HWMEN RiGHEs sifuation iN HHE REQTON
gack $0 NORMALCY AND BRING FHOSE RESPONSTBLE FOR HUMAN RiGHES vioLafions fo Justice:” anp

o  AS ENVISTONED BY Tis 1994 DecLaration, HiE CommiHEE oF MiNistERs oF HHE COWCIL oF EVRoPE
SHowp et SN Motion @ sPecial investaation info Russia’s comPLiaNCE with its Coweil of
EWROPE coMMitMENES. [+ SHoULD +aKE iNFo BccouNt HEE REPORES oF HIE SECREFARY—(ENERAL
N EYPERES wiicH coneLwep Hat Russia Has aLreavy FaiLes fo Live WP o s oBLigations +o
RESPOND f0 HHE SECREFARY (ENERAL UNDER HHE ARFICLE 52 PROCEDURE.

To #e OraanizatioN For SECWRIHY anp CooPERAHON IN EVROPE

ON APRiL 11, 1995, +e OSCE estaLisHer fe Assistance (GRoVP fo CHECHNYA. [4s mManvaie, EYPLICTILY
RedFFiRMED BY ALL OSCE meEmBER states, iNCLWiNG Russia, at He NovemBer 1999 IsHangul Summit,
PROVIDES 1At 7+ will, aMoNG oFHER FHINGS, “PRoMoYE RESPECE FOR HUMAN RiGHES OND FUNDAMENTAL
FREEDOMS,” OND “FACiLifade HHE DELIVERY f0 HHE REGTON BY INFERNGHIONAL ND NONGOVERNMENHAL
ORGANTZAFIONS OF HUMANHERTAN 87> FOR vickims oF HHE CRISTS, WHEREVER HHEY may BE Locaten.” THe
ASSiSHANCE (JROVP ENJOYS “OLL PUSSTBLE FREEDOM OF MovEMENY ON FHE ERRiFORY oF e CHECHEN
RePusLic anp aLso oN HHE HERRTHORY OF NETGHBORING SUBJECHs of g Russian Feveration, iF so
REQUIRED FOR HIE PERFORMANCE oF s Hasks.” Tie OSCE Assistance (RouP LEFH HE REGTON WHEN
Hos#iLities BRokE oVt N SEPIEMBER 1999; @S oF HHis WRIHING, FHE Russian GovERNMENT Has dctiveLy
MPEDED fHE GROVP'S REDEPOYMENL.

®  As §s FORESEEN WpER HE EYisHNG Assistance (Rowp manvate, tHe OSCE sHowp fmmeEDTafELY

DEPLOY ON EYPANDED ASSiSHINCE (RoWP DELEGAHON fo CHECHNYE anb INGUSHEF@: +o GatiER
EVIDENCE OF VioLBHONS OF HWMON RiGHES aNp HuMaNifaRiaN Law commiHed iN CHECHNYS: fo
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REPORE PUBLTCLY ON ANY SUCH @BUSES aND MAKE RECOMMENDAETONS +o HiE RussiaN CovERNMENT
{0 cUrg ABUSES NP Hold FHoSE RESPONSTBLE AccountdBLE: anve +o MoNTFoR HHE FREBIMENE OF
DISPLACED PERSONS OND bvise fHe RussiaN aufHorities anv iNFERNGFONGL AGENCTES with
RESPECE $0 NEEDED HUMANTARIAN assistance;

® [N dccorpaNCE witH HHE 1994 Cove oF Conpuct oN Politico—MiLitary AsPects of SECURiH,
artictes 30 ane 31, fHE OSCE must insist on Russia’s oBLications fo investicate aguses
commiHeD 8Y Russian FEpERAFION 4R00PS TN CHECHNYE GNP PROSECUE HHOSE FOUND RESPONSTBLE.
THe QSCE sHowp insist #Hat Russia keeps e Cair—iN—QFFice ano e OSCE Permanent
CoUNCiL INFORMED ON PROGRESS iN $HiS REGARD: OND

o Tie OSCE AssisHINCE (ROVP SHOUD COOPERGHE witH any iNvesHigation unvertaken 8y HiE
RussiaN GOvERNMENS, BUF ANY MONTFORING OR oFHER Activities BY HHE ASSTSTANCE (ROVP SHoULD
REMATN TNDEPENDENT aND Distinet FrRom HE activities oF Russian GovERNMENT iNsHiHutions.

To e IN*ernaFIoNAL Monetary Funp, #HE WorLD Bank, #HE EVRoPEAN Bank For Reconstruction

ono DeveLoPment ane BiLateral DoNors

e |MMEDIAFELY SUSPEND PAYMENT OF ALL PENDING LodN iNstalLLments Pavaele fo HHe Russian
Feperation FoR UNRESIRTCIED GENERAL BUDGEFARY SPENDING, INCLWING PENDING WoRLD Bank
PaYMENES UNDER s SERUCHURAL @psustMENt LodNs. STaNaL +Hat sucy PayMENES will Not
ReswE UNHL HE Russian Feveration +8kes MEANINGFUL stEPs fo LiMit He civiLian oLl
iMPoSED BY THS MILTFARY OPERAFON N CHECHNYA. Sucl SHEPS SHOULD NCLWE SERfoLS,
FRANSPARENE, AND TMPARFTAL INVESHIGAIONS OF BBUSES CoMMiHED aND AccouNtaBiLiHY For HHose
RESPONSTBLE, OND ACCEPLANCE oF @ SUSTATNED SNFERNGFTONGL MONTHORING PRESENCE N CHECHNY
NP INGUSHEFT ND PULL cooPERAFION with Tfs activities: anp

o Reruse +o NEGOHTAIE ONY NEw LOBNS OR +0 RENEGOHTAIE aNY EYiSEING LoaNs UNFIL HHE aBove
steps are +aken.

To He EvRoPEAN UNjoN anp HHe UNifep States

Discussing LLEGED aBusES TN CHECHNYE BEFORE HIE UNTHED Nations Commission oN Huvan Rigris,
Porfvguese ForeiaN MiNistER, Jaive (fama, SPEAKING ON BEHALF oF HHE EVRoPEAN UNTON, statep hiat
@ “SERTOUS AND TNDEPENDENT INVESHIGAtION MUst BE CARRTED out withHout DELAY TN ORDER FHat FHose
RESPONSTBLE CON BE BROVGHE f0 dccount.” ADDRESSING HE saME Forwv, U.S. SECrRetary of State
ALBRiGHF caLLED ForR “PRoMPE aND FRANSPARENY INVESHGAHON OF ALL CReDiBLE clfaraes.” To vate,
HHe Russian GovERNMENT Has FATLED fo UNDERIAKE @ SERfous iNvESHGAtioN oF dBuses iN CHecnya. 4
s HHEREFORE NECESSARY FoR HHE El. anv e U.S. o PRESS FORWERP FOR @ hwo—fRAck PROCESS OF
AccoNtaBiLiHY INVOLVING BotH NatioNaL anp iNFERNGHONAL TNQURiES. SPECTFicALLY, +He E.. anv e
.S. sHowp:
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o N giLaferaL anp MULEINGEIONOL PuBLic ane PRIVAIE comMmunications witl HHE Russian
GOVERNMENY, EMPHAsTZE Hat dBuses committep BY RussiaN GOVERNMENE FORCES N CHECHNYA,
sucl 8s +orRFWRE, SUMMARY EYECUHiONS, RAPE, PILLAGE, OND HHE DELTBERAIE DESHRUCEION OF
CIVILTAN PROPEREY, GMOUNE +0 wWBR CRIMES GNP SERTOUS VioLBFIONS oF TNFERNGHONGL Law;

o  (onkiNe do Press e Russian Feveration 4o UNbERIGKE @ fHorowGH, FRANSPAREN'
iNVESHGAtioN oF BUsES comMiHED SN CHECHNYA GNP +0 Holb 8ccouNtBBLE HHOSE RESPONSTBLE,
WORNING FHat accouNtBBILTEY 7S @ NONNEGOHABLE MiINMUM CONDIHON FOR ENHANCED PoLitical,
ECONOMTC, NP SECWRIFY RELAHTONSHIPS with #HE Russian Feveration: anp

o OPPosE PAYMENF OF ONY PENDING LoBN INSHALLMENES PavaeLe o g Russian Feveration For
UNRESHRICHED GENERAL BWGEFARY SPENDING, TNCLUDING PENDING WoRLD BaNK PAYMENIS UNDER
s strucHURAL ApIustMENT Loans. Assert HHE PosiHion +Hat sucy PaYMENES SHOULD Not RESUME
WHL HE Russian Feperation $akes MEBNINGPLL SEEPS o Livit HE €iviLian foll MPosED 8y
s MiLiHaRY OPERGETON TN CHECHNYA NP HoLb FHoSE RESPONSTBLE FOR BBUSES GccountasLe, Suey
SHEPS SHOWD INCLWE SERjoUS, FRANSPARENT, NP IMPORFTAL INVESHGAHONS OF BBUSES ComMiHED
OND AccoUNFBBILTEY FoR HHoSE RESPONSTBLE, GCCEPHANCE oF N INFERNBHTONAL MONTHORING
PRESENCE N INGUSHERTA N CHECHNYA anp FULL cooPER@FON with s dactivifies, anv
MEANINGFUL STEPS +0 €URB LootiNG anp HHE DESIRUCHTON oF civiLian PROPEREY N CHECHNYA.
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APPENDIX 1: KNOWN PLACES OF DETENTION IN CHECHNYA

In most cases, detainees did not know the legal status of the institution where they
were detained. Information on the official function and the authorities responsible
for the following confirmed places of detention in most of the cases below comes
from the Council of Europe’s Committee for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CPT).

Pre-trial detention Facilities (Sledstvennyi izoliator or SIZO), under the
authority of the Ministry of Justice:

e Grozny (SIZO)*

¢ Chernokozovo (SIZO)*+

e Vladikavkaz (North Ossetia) (SIZO)*+

e Pyatigorsk (Stavropol territory) (likely Belyi Lebed, SIZO)*+

e Stavropol (SIZO) (Stavropol territory)

e Territory Hospital at Colony No. 3, Georgievsk (Stavropol Territory)+

Temporary detention facilities (Izoliator vremennogo soderzhaniia or IVS),

under the authority of the Ministry of Internal Affairs:

¢ Chervlyonnaya Station (according to Russian authorities, this facility was
closed in April, 2000)*

e Naurskiy District Department of Internal Affairs*

e Shali District Department of Internal Affairs*

e Temporary Internal Affairs Department of Grozny Selsky District (Tolstoy
Yurt)*

e Oktyabrskyi District Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Grozny+

e Zavodskyi District Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Grozny—+

e Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Gudermes+

¢ Khankala Military Base of the Allied Group of Armed Forces (FSB and MVD
operate temporary holding facilities in Khankala)+

e Temporary Department of Internal Affairs, Shelkovskaya+

e Urus-Martan; (there are three temporary holding facilities in Urus-Martan:
FSB, and the district and regional MVD,; at least one of them is in the Internat
boarding school)+

e Mozdok District Department of Internal Affairs (North Ossetia)*
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Places of Detention whose status is unknown to Human Rights Watch:

Former holding facility, Goryacheistochnenskoye (Tolstoy Yurt) (according to
inteviewees, this facility was closed in mid-February, 2000; it was empty when
visited by the CPT on its first visit at the end of February)*

Solyonaia Balka military base (Grozny) (at least during January, 2000)
Znamenskoye police station (at least during January and February, 2000)
Ersenoi military base (at least during April and May, 2000)

Achkhoi Martan police station

* visited by the CPT on its March 4 to 26 February, 2000 trip to the North
Caucasus.
+visited by the CPT on its April 20 to 27, 2000 trip to the North Caucasus.
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